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Israelis demand relaunch of peace process 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Nearly. 2.000 Israeli 
demonstrated late Saturday in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, call- 
ing for the peace process to be relaunched and the pullback 
of the Israeli army from Hebron. In Jerusalem, hundreds of 
arm-annexation peace Now sympathiser*, demanded the 
“immediate redeployment" of the Israeli army from Hebron 
and called for the government to “respect" the accords 
signed with the Palestinians under the previous Labour-led 
government Speakers congratulated Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on their first meeting Wednesday, but demanded that 
it be followed up with “concrete measures" The demon- 
strators, most of whom were young, first held a meeting 
then marched calmly with torches to the prime minister's 
residence in the city centre. 
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Saudis send $1 million to PLO 

RIYADH (AFP) — A Saudi fundraising committee 
for the Palestinians said Saturday it had sent more 
than $1 million to bolster self-rule in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. The director of the "People’s 
Committee for Aid to the Palestine Mujahedeen.” 
Abdul Rahim Jamus, said Riyadh sent 3.822 million 
Saudi riyals ($1.02 million) to the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation’s (PLO’s) Palestine National Fund. 
The committee gave the PLO around $4 millions in 
July. The funds sent to the PLO are deducted from the 
salaries of around 200,000 Palestinians working in 
Saudi Arabia, and raised from voluntary contributions 
from Saudis and foreign residents. The Saudi gov- 
ernment announced a year ago that it had given $100 
million to the Palestinian National Authority as its 
contribution to financing Palestinian self-rule. 
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Subsidy move led to 35 % cut in 
bread consumption — Kabariti 

Prime minister urges new agricultural policy 


Regent: Jordan hopes to bolster ties with 
U.S. at public and private sector levels 

Crown Prince meets American official, reaffirms Jordan rejects 
settling refugees because it would deprive them of their rights 
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and methods so as to achieve self-reliance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said Saturday that 
consumption of bread had 
gone down in Jordan by 
about 35 per cent as a 
result of the government’s 
measures of changing 
direct subsidy for wheat to 
cash payment last month. 

The prime minister told a 
meeting held at the Min- 
istry of Agriculture that 
consumption in Irbid Gov- 
emorate went down by an 
estimated 47 per cent fol- 
lowing the recbannelling of 
subsidy. 

The government decided 
to give direct compensation 
of JD I.2S a month per per- 
son after increasing the 
prices of bread instead of 
continuing direct subsidy. 

Mr. Kabariti told the 
meeting of the Agricultural 



Abdul Karim Kabariti 


Council attended by minis- 
ters of higher education, 
water and irrigation, indus- 
try and trade, supply and 
agriculture that government 


plans would succeed once 
the country becomes self- 
reliant. This can be realised 
by giving due attention to 
food cultivation with spe- 
cial attention to cereal and 
legume production, he said. 

He said Jordan needs to 
adopt different agricultural 
cropping patterns, end tra- 
ditional agricultural sys- 
tems, grow more grapes, 
dates and other cash crops 
and other kinds of products 
which can help open new 
markets abroad. 

“We also need to come up 
with creative ideas for 
greater efficient use of 
irrigation water and we 
should create cooperatives 
that can provide agricultur- 
al equipment and services 
at reasonable cost,” added 
Mr. Kabariti. 

The prime minister also 


underlined the need for new 
and more balanced agricul- 
tural policies, agrarian 
reform schemes and inten- 
sified agricultural exten- 
sion services as Jordan is 
adopting an open economic 
market policy. 

Referring to farmers* 
indebtedness, he said that 
the government can by no 
means reward farmers 
who do not give any con- 
sideration to water con- 
sumption. But. he added, 
the government can, 
through an integrated agri- 
cultural policy, support 
active and successful farm- 
ers with more soft loans. 

Agriculture Minister 
Mustafa Shneikat was 
quoted as saying that the 
ministry had worked out a 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan determined to liberalise its economy 
and create right investment climate — premier 
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By Ghalia Alul 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan is 
determined to liberalise its 
economy and create the 
right atmosphere for 
investment while seeking to 
consolidate peace and sta- 
bility in a climate of 
democracy and justice. 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti on Saturday 
told a conference entitled 
"Good Governance for Pri- 


vate Sector Development 
and Investment.” 

"This meeting was organ- 
ised in cooperation with the 
World Bank and several 
international organisations 
to encourage common 
understanding and imple- 
ment successful integration 
between public administra- 
tion and the private sector 
to counter international 
and regional challenges 
and cope with international 
economic developments,” 


Mr. Kabariti said. 

In his keynote speech at 
the, four-day conference. 
Mr. Kabariti added that 
Jordan had been successful 
in creating an appropriate 
climate for foreign invest- 
ments through giving the 
private sector a greater role 
in social and economic 
development in the quest 
for more transparency in 
laws, more use of technolo- 
gy, especially information 
technology and more say 


in privatisation. 

Mr. Kabariti said that the 
age of big government was 
over. "The challenge fac- 
ing bureaucracy nowadays 
is the stimulation of eco- 
nomic activity and helping 
people adjust to continual 
environmental modifica- 
tions” he said. 

“We ask our governments 
in this region to contribute 
to the development of the 

(Continued on pag 7) ’ 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Saturday meets U.S. State 
Department official Joan Spero (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
said Saturday that Jordan 
attaches great importance 
to its relations with the 
United States and hopes 
that cooperation between 
the two sides will be main- 
tained at private sector as 
well as official levels. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with U.S. Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for Economic. 
Trade and Agricultural 
Affairs Joan Spero, the 
Regent said Jordan was 
keen on joining internation- 
al clubs and open up its 
economy to the world and 
hoped to be able to present 
its economic policy to the 
world. 

Referring to the Palestin- 
ian refugees. Prince Hassan 
said that Jordan hopes that 
the 1997 budget of the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
would cater to new pro- 
grammes creating more 
jobs that would help the 
country deal with poverty. 

Stressing that Jordan is 
opposed to the idea of set- 
tling refugees in its territo- 
ry, he said that any moves 
in this direction would 
mean compromising the 
refugees’ rights in return 
and compensation. 

He also expressed hope 


that the proposal for a Mid- 
dle East International Bank 
would be consolidated dur- 
ing the Middle East and 


North Africa conference to 
be held in Cairo and that 
talks on regions] projects 
on water and the- Jordan 
Rift Valley would be 
resumed soon. 


Attending the audience 
were Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneh. Minister 
Of Pl annin g Rima Khalaf 


and Crown Prince’s advis- 
ers for economic affairs. 

Earlier Saturday. Mrs. 
Spero discussed U.S. -Jor- 
danian economic ties with 
Prime Minister Abdul 


Karim Kabariti and later 
described the discussions as 
constructive and excellent. 

She said that economic 
and political situations in 
the Middle East region 
were discussed. She said 
her country was looking 
forward towards further 
cooperation with Jordan in 
all fields and in preparing 
for the Cairo conference. 

Ways for promoting bilat- 

( Continued on page 7) 


$200 million Eximbank financing 
deal signed, see page 8 


GCC studies 
its options 
after Iraq 
flare-up 


Christopher urges Israel to 
take concrete steps for peace 

Arafat: Israel threatens peace process 


£>r fTt*: 

ays 

jarii.'*- 






Iraq hails defeat of plan to have 
U.N. condemn its moves in north 


Only half of 44 U.S. missiles fell near targets 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ ON SATURDAY 
lailed the defeat of a 
British plan for U.N. con- 
iemnation of its raid into 
Kurdistan while the Pen- 
agon admitted only half 
:he cruise missiles fired at 
iouthern Iraq hit close to 
heir targets. 

“The dirty' American is 
lefeated. Iraq imposed its 
ights in international 
jodies.” the official A1 
;>adissiya newspaper said. 
“The United States and 
3ritain suffered a crushing 
)olitical defeat in ihe 
Security Council.” 

Britain, whose draft was 
lacked by the United 
States, on Friday aban- 
loned efforts to secure a 
j.N. condemnation of the 
raqi incursion into a Kur- 
lish "safe haven ’ alter 
bur days of fruitless 
lefiotiations. 

The draft resolution 
rom the outset faced 
ierce resistance from the 
firee other permanent 
J.N. Security Council 
lerabers with veto 
ower — China, France 
nd Russia. 

Russia wanted the draft 
3 criticise "the use of 
arce" in Iraq which 
;ouid also refer to retalia- 
wy missile strikes by 
Washington after Iraqi 
xces and their Kurdish 
Hies seized The northern 
iiv of Erbil on Aug. 31- 
But the Americans 
ri'used to budge, insisting 
re resolution should only 
?fer to Iraq's forces to 
nsure they keep out of 



the northern safe haven 
of Iraqi Kurdistan in 
future. 

"We triumphed thanks to 
the rightness of our deci- 
sion and our resistance,” 
Al Qadissiya said, adding 
U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton was "defeated." 
"After having fired dozens 
of missiles, Clinton, this 
hero who has nothing to 
do. received the support of 
a weak minority” within 
the Security Council, it 
said. 

Babel newspaper, run by 
Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein’s eldest son Uday. 


also hailed as a victory 
Baghdad's decision to no 
longer recognise the no- 
fly zones imposed by the 
Western allies over south- 
ern and northern Iraq. 

The United States and 
Britain on Wednesday 
extended the sbuthem 
zone northward from the 
32nd Parallel to the 33rd 

Parallel. 

“On the sixth year of the 
embargo, the hero Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein led 
his brave fighters in the 
air force and air defence 
units to challenge the 
American warplanes and 


missiles and fight them 
throughout Iraqi territo- 
ry,” Babel said. 

“The members of the air 
force and air defences 
proved they remain 
strong and capable of 
challenging the Americans 
and defying their miser- 
able technology,” Babel 
said. 

U.S. warplanes fired at 
a mobile missile launcher 
and turned back a pair of 
MiGs on Wednesday in 
the only Iraqi challenges 


(Continued on page 7} 


RIYADH (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab foreign ministers 
sought here Saturday to 
limit the potential fallout 
from U.S. missile attacks 
on Iraq which were widely 
viewed in the Gulf as 
unjustified. 

Oman’s Foreign Minister 
Yousef Ben Alawi Abdul- 
lah opened the meeting 
saying the ministers would 
try to forge a united stand 
to help “contain the possi- 
ble negative consequences 
from the recent events in 
the region.” 

He did not elaborate but a 
Gulf Arab diplomat, who 
asked not to be named, said 
Saudi Arabia even asked 
Washington to stop the 
attacks for fear they would 
bolster Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein's image 
among the Arabs. 

Gulf Arabs fear a strong 
Iraq could threaten them 
again as it did after the 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Despite their antipathy 
toward Saddam Hussein, 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, Qatar 
and Oman noticeably 
failed to applaud the U.S. 
missile strikes. 

Only Kuwait, which was 
occupied by Iraq from 
August 1990 to February 
1991, expressed “under- 
standing” for the U.S. 

(Continued on page 7) 


2 officials 
are retired 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Council of Ministers Satur- 
day decided to retire Min- 
istry of Transport Secretary 
General Awad Tal and 
Hijaz Railway Director 
General Buiban Shreideh 
with immediate effect. 


LONDON (Agencies.) — 
Israel must take concrete 
steps to implement the 
autonomy accords with the 
Palestinians and advance 
the faltering peace process, 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said 
Saturday. 

He said Wednesday’s first 
meeting between Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
“was a very important psy- 
chological breakthrough.” 

“But we would like to see 
that translated into concrete 
steps to move forward in 


the Oslo (peace) process.” 
Mr. Christopher said in 
London during a European 
tour. 

“To take one example, I 
would like to see a substan- 
tial easing of the closure, 
something that is quite like- 
ly to happen now that they 
are meeting and talking 
together,” he said, referring 
to Israel’s closure of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
imposed in late February. 

The crippling blockade 
was on the agenda for talks 
with Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy on Sunday 
morning in London, he 


said. 

Mr. Arafat has described 
his meeting with Mr. 
Netanyahu as “positive" 
but at a conference in Italy 
on Saturday he warned the 
Middle East peace process 
was being threatened by the 
policies of Israel’s new 
right-wing government. 

Mr. Christopher said he 
believed the meeting had 
given momentum to the 
peace process, adding he 
hoped Mr. Netanyahu now 
“has a more and more com- 


(Continued on page 7) 


Turkey presses ‘security zone’ plan in 
Iraq, says Kurds may be evacuated 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Preparations for Turkey’s 
“security zone” on the Iraqi 
side of their mutual border 
have been completed, and 
Kurdish residents in the 
zone may be evacuated. 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller said here Sat- 
urday. 

Mrs. Ciller, who is also 
foreign minister, said all the 
measures necessary for set- 
ting up the zone, which 
Turkey announced Thurs- 
day, have been taken, and 
Ankara may “partially 
evacuate” Kurd-inhabited 
areas inside it. 

‘Turkey is determined to 
protect its borders” from 
attack by the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), which 
has been fighting for a Kur- 
dish state in southeastern 
Turkey since 1984. The 
PKK has set up rear bases 
in Kurdish-controlled 
northern Iraq. 

Mrs. Ciller also pledged 
to protect northern Iraq's 
Turcomans, estimated ar 
400.000, whom she said 
had been attacked since the 
Iraqi army’s incursion into 


Iraqi Kurdistan last week. 

Iraq's Turcomans, who 
have close ethnic, religious 
and linguistic ties with 
Turkey, are the third largest 
ethnic group in northern 
Iraq after the Kurds and the 
Arabs. 

Iraqi troops and the Kur- 
distan Democratic Party 
(KDP) seized the city of 
Erbil last weekend from the 
rival Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK). 

Egypt and the Arab 
League expressed worries 
over Turkey’s intentions. 

'The Turkish movement 
in northern Iraq raises ques- 
tions and we wish the Turk- 
ish government would 
explain the situation,” said 
Esmat Abduel Meguid, sec- 
retary-general of the Cairo- 
based Arab League- “We 
are disturbed.” 

Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa warned that 
Turkish troop movements 
in northern Iraq violated 
Iraq's sovereignty. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said 
earlier that Washington 


was not opposed to 
Turkey's creation of a secu- 
rity zone on the border 
with Iraq as long as it was a 
temporary measure. 

“The Turks have got gen- 
uine reasons to be con- 
cerned about their borders 
and the PKK,” Mr. Christo- 
pher told journalists in 
London during his tour of 
Europe. 

Iraqi Kurdish villagers 
meanwhile fled their 
remote settlements along 
the Turkish border on foot 
and in vehicles in fear of a 
Turkish army incursion, 
witnesses said. 

Scores of refugees were 
on the move from the area 
around Banek, about 30 
kilometres from the main 
Iraqi border town of Zakho, 
shuttling their belongings 
any way they could to the 
relative safety of valley to 
the south. 

“Every year the Turks 
raid our village. They cut 
down our fruit trees and 
bomb our houses, killing 
our livestock,” said Khane 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Beilin slams Netanyahu for not 
respecting withdrawal deadline 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
senior Labour opposition 
official on Saturday 
attacked Israel's right-wing 
government for not respect- 
ing a deadline for a rede- 
ployment of troops in the 
Palestinian territories. 

Yossi Beilin, the minister 
in charge of the peace 
process ~ in the former 
Labour government, said 
Israel's failure to honour a 
September 7 deadline 
agreed in 1995 autonomy 
accords was “serious.** 

“We were formally com- 
mitted to proceed with a 
new redeployment by Sept. 
7. It is serious that Prime 
Minister Benvamin 

Netanyahu has not respect- 
ed this promise.” Mr. Beilin 
told Israel Radio. 

“The head of the govern- 
ment instead chose to meet 
the president of the Pales- 
tinian (National! Authority 
(Yasser Arafat!. That is a 
good thing in itself, but it 
would have been much 
more important to carry out 
the redeployment." he 
added. 

“Netanyahu is fooling 
himself if he believes he 
can make peace with the 
Palestinians by stopping 


them from creating their 
own state. This illusion 
might well cost us dear.” 
Mr. Beilin said. 

Likud leader Mr. 
Netanyahu held his first 
face-to-face meeting with 
Mr. Arafat this week since 
defeating former Labour 
prime minister and peace 
architect Shimon Peres in 
May 29 polls. 

Since he took office Mr. 
Netanyahu has consistently 
ruled out the possibility of a 
future Palestinian state. 

The autonomy accords 
signed in Washington in 
September last year called 
for the Israeli army to cany 
on its withdrawal from the 
Palestinian territories after 
it had redeployed from all 
the main towns in the terri- 
tories. 

The first phase of this 
redeployment was due to be 
completed six months after 
the first meeting of the 
elected Palestinian legisla- 
tive council on May 7. 

The second phase is due 
to be completed by March 
7. 1997. and the third phase 
on Sept. 7 next year. The 
scope of the redeployment 
was not specified in the 
accords and left for negoti- 


ation. 

■Israel has withdrawn 
from all the main towns in 
the West Bank with the 
exception of Hebron. 

A redeployment from 
Hebron, where 450 militant 
Jewish sealers live among 
120.000 Palestinians, was 
scheduled to take place on 
March 24 but postponed 
after a series of militant sui- 
cide bombings in Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
pledged to honour the 
accord to withdraw from 
the town, but he is seeking 
to alter the terras of the par- 
tial pullout. 

Some 200 young Pales- 
tinians on Saturday held a 
demonstration against Mr. 
Netanyahu's Jewish settle- 
ment policy near the Gaza 
Strip settlement of Net- 
zarim. 

The protesters, who car- 
ried placards saying “leave 
our territory" and “settle- 
ment is a time-bomb." were 
kept apart from Israeli sol- 
diers guarding Netzarim by 
a cordon of Palestinian 
police. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment has pledged to 
increase settlements in the 
Palestinian territories. 


Afghanistan rivals claim 
gains against each other 


KABUL (R) — The Afghan 
government said on Saturday its 
forces had captured a strategic 
hill and five posts southwest of 
Kabul in a pre-dawn attack 
against Taleban militia and had 
also offered peace talks to the 
rebels. 

Taleban sources in neighbour- 
ing Pakistan confirmed heavy 
fighting in the area, including 
artillery duels ^d bpmbing. hy 
government jets, but denied the 
advance reported by a govern- 
ment spokesmanjn Kabul. 

A government spokesman. 
Amrallah, told reporters that the 
government forces had captured 
five important mouniaimops 
near the Taleban-held Maidan 
Shahr town, southwest of Kabul. 

“Sher Ali mountain top. over- 
looking Maidan Shahr. came 
under our control today, after wc 
bunched a counter-attack on the 
Taleban after two days of spo- 
radic clashes “ he saiii 

The Taleban. entrenched in 
hills south of Kabul for the past 
years, have sworn to oust Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani and 
impose stria Islamic rule 
throughout Afghanistan. 

Mr. Amrallah said the govern- 
ment was ready to negotiate 
peace with Taleban at am lime. 
“When we talk about negotia- 
tions. it is not an indication of 
weakness.” he said. “We are 
able to defend our forces and 
territories." 

In turn. Taleban sources said 
their militia had captured more 


territory in Lcgar province after 
taking the strategic Azra district 
there on Friday. There was no 
independent confirmation of 
reports from either side. 

However. Prime Minister Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar’s office in 
Kabul confirmed the fall of 
Azra. southeast of Kabul, which 
military analysts say can 
become a staging post for the 
.Taleban Ml agaqk . five strat^gi^ 
eastern town of Sarobi and 
encroach upon the neutrally- 
administered eastern province 
of Nangarhar. 

A spokesman for Hekmatyar 
said forces commanded by a 
neutral council ruling Nan- 
garhar were fighting on the gov- 
ernment side against the advanc- 
ing Taleban forces in the 
province's Hi.sarak district. 
There was no immediate confir- 
mation of this from independent 
sources. A . Pakistan -based 
Afghan news service said four 
pro-government fighters were 
killed and six wounded when 
their vehicle struck a landmine 
in Hisarak district on Saturday. 

The Afghan Islamic Press 
t AlPl service also quoted a Tale- 
ban spokesman as saying gov- 
ernment forces had “completely 
failed in the battlefield" in their 
offensive towards Maidan Shahr 
and lied leaving 20 bodies of 
their lighters. 

Another Taleban spokesman 
in the southern town of Kanda- 
har. Mullah Muiaqi. said gov- 
ernment forces first succeeded 


in breaching a militia frontline 
southwest of Kabul but were 
bier repulsed. The Kabul-Maid- 
an Shahr road was closed on 
Saturday for the second time 
this week by renewed fighting, 
Mr. Amrallah said. 

“Now there is no fighting in 
the western territory of Kabul 
province, the fighting is in 
Maidan Shahr out of Kabul 


_T he^affl. « ^ 
said government forces 


bombarded Taleban positions at 
Maidan Shahr and Azra. 

Sarobi has long been a strong- 
hold of Mr. Hekmatyar’s Hezb- 
e-Islami party. But Taleban 
advances against Hezb-e-Islam- 
ic in neighbouring Paklia 
province last month prompted 
fears that it might be the next 
target of the powerful militia, 
which controls about half of 
Afghanistan. Mr. Amrallah said 
on Thursday that the Taleban 
seemed to be crying to intensify 
fighting around Kabul to gain 
ground before international 
efforts ro bring peace to the war- 
shattered country could make 
much progress. 

The Taleban emerged in 1994 
as a new force led by Muslim 
religious students, capturing the 
southern city of Kandahar and 
vowing to sweep away rebel 
groups, which had fought Soviet 
occupation from 1979 to 1989. 
It reached the gates of Kabul in 
February 1995. dislodging Mr. 
Hekmatyar’s Hczb-e-Islami 
from its bases south of the citv. 



Iran denies 


on Mubarak 


REGENT VISITS ARMY UNITS : His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent, accompanied 
by Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai. on Saturday visited several array 
units and formations of the Fourth Royal Armoured Dhision.The Regent was briefed on the activities and train- 
ing programmes of the unit.The Crown Prince conveyed to the troops the greetings of His Majesty King Hussein 
and thanked them for their efforts to achieve the best levels of training (Armed Forces photo) 


EU insists on calling on PLO at 
Orient House in Arab Jerusalem 


TRALEE. Ireland (R! — 
Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring said on Saturday 
that a European IJnion 
(EU) delegation wanted to 
visit the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) in 
East Jerusalem, despite 
strenuous opposition from 
Israel. 

Mr. Spring told reporters 
during an informal foreign 
ministers' meeting that an 
EU “troika" of Ireland, the 
Netherlands and Italy want- 
ed to abide by an earlier EU 
decision to visirthe PLO at- 
'thiTKrv "siDffent "House! ' - 


“I certainly feel we 
should stick by the... deci- 
sion.” Mr. Spring said. 
“We want to make a contri- 
bution to the Middle East 
peace process and it is 
important that we keep a 
balance in our relations 
with the Israeli government 
and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority." 

Irish officials suggested 
that if the Israeli govern- 
ment tried to prevent the 
visit the fact-finding mis- 
sion to Israel could be can- 
celled. ’ 

“If it's not the Orient 


House, there is no point in 
going." one official said. 

Mr. Spring’s comments 
followed a visit by Israeli 
Foreign Minister David 
Levy to Dublin in which he 
had urged Ireland, the cur- 
rent EU president not to 
go ahead with the Orient 
House trip. 

No date has yet been set 
for the visit to Israel. 

Mr. Levy said on Friday 
he understood from his 
meetings in Dublin that the 
EU would not send any 
delegations to the Orient 
House,, whiqh.fte, also., $aid. 


Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat had agreed to 
close. 

Israel regards foreign vis- 
its to the Orient House as 
supporting Palestinian 
demands to make East 
Jerusalem the capital of a 
future Palestinian state. 

Mr. Spring has said that 
he wants the informal for- 
eign ministers meeting 
being held in his home 
region to focus on w ays the 
ELI can further the Middle 
.. East peace process. 


Call for private museums sparks heated debate in land of pharaohs 


CAIRO (AFP) — A pro- 
posal by businessmen to set 
up private museums has 
triggered a heated debate in 
Egypt, with critics fearing a 
privatisation of the 
pharaohs' treasures. 

They warn it could lead to 
selling off the Sphinx, the 
Pyramids and even the Nile 
to the highest bidder. 

“Antiquities belong to the 
nation and should remain 
under the control of the 
state, which alone can guar- 
antee their protection. " the 
secretary general of the 
supreme council of antiqui- 
ties. Abdul Halim Nured- 
ddin. told AFP. 

Mr. Nuredddin brushed 
off any suggestion to priva- 
tise antiquities, acknowl- 
edging however that those 
behind the idea had in Fact 
suggested that “ancient arti- 


facts already on display 
remain under state owner- 
ship.” 

After a rash of nationali- 
sation in the aftermath of 
the 1952 revolution which 
ousted the monarchy. Egypt 
launched a nationwide pri- 
vatisation campaign five 
years ago to sell some of its 
key industries. 

Emboldened by such me- 
asures. businessmen began 
to propose the creation of 
private museums in tourist 
resorts which they control 
in Hurghada and Sharm A1 
Sheikh, on the Red Sea. 

"We want to help the state 
with the burden of preserv- 
ing our national heritage. 
The authorities don’t have 
the necessary means to set 
up modern museums and 
this is where we could step 
in," said Amr Hussein Zaki. 


Mr. Zaki, who spearheads 
plans to privatise Egypt's 
heritage, owns a plot of 
land near the Red Sea 
where he hopes to set up a 
private museum to display 
some of the country’s trea- 
sures. 

“We are suggesting that 
the government hands us 
the concession for antiqui- 
ties in the museums which 
we will set up. In return, we 
will give them 40 per cent 
of our profits." Mr. Zaki 
said. 

He also stressed that entry 
fees to private museums 
would be fixed in dollars 
unlike state-run museums, 
where entrance fees are in 
Egyptian pounds. “The pro- 
motion of tourism demands 
that we go after tourists." he 
said. 

“So what harm is there if 


Rainses D is brought ro the 
Red Sea? At least he won't 
have to suffer from pollu- 
tion” Mr. Zaki said, in ref- 
erence to a statue of one of 
ancient Egypt’s best-known 
pharaohs. 

For Neemat Ahmad Fuad, 
author and professor at 
Cairo University, business- 
men should build museums 
and donate them to the state 
“if they are really motivated 
by national feelings." 

Known for her battles to 
protect Egypt’s national 
heritage, she has won a 
legal banle to cancel an 
exhibition of Egyptian 
antiquities in Japan and the 
United States on the 
grounds of a lack of securi- 
ty. 

“I am convinced that if 
the Sphinx and the Pyra- 
mids were not so huge, they 


would have been on sale in 
American supermarkets, 
gift-wrapped and all," Ms. 
Fuad said. 

She slammed the govern- 
ment. accusing it of squan- 
dering its income from 
archaeological sites. “The 
least they could do is pro- 
tect our history and give us 
some pride." Ms. Fuad said. 

According to official sta- 
tistics. 39.000 pieces of 
antiquities spanning several 
periods, including 4,000 
monumental pieces, are 
kept in public- basements or 
warehouses because of a 
lack of exhibition halls. 

Egypt boasts 2S muse- 
ums, all state-owned, which 
house antiquities that trace 
its history to nearly 4.000 
years B.C. 



TEHRAN (Rj — Iran on Sat- 
urday denied any role in a failed 
assassination bid against Egypt- 
ian President Hosni Mubarak 
last year, saying Cairo was 
blaming other countries for is 
own domestic problems. 

The Islamic republic “dis- 
misses the allegations" raised by 
Mr. Mubarak's political adviser 
Ossama AI Baz, said Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Mahmud 
MohammadL 

“Iran, as a basic and unchang- 
ing principle, has always con- 
demned resorting to acts of ter- 
rorism.” he told the official news 
agency IRNA from Uganda, 
where he was on an African tour 
with President Ali Akbor Hashe- 
mi Rafranjani. “Iran regards the 
statement, made at the threshold 
of a visit to Sudan by President 
Rafsanjani, as a sign of the 
Egyptian regime's concern over 
close relations among Islamic 
countries." Mr. Mohammadi 
said. He also said it was “an 
attempt to shift the domestic 
problems of Egypt to foreign 
countries.” Mr. Baz charged in 
an interview with the Qatari 
News Agency (QNAt on 
Wednesday chat Egyptian mili- 
tants carried out the June 1995 
attack on Mr. Mubarak in Addis 
Ababa “with die help of Sudan 
and also Iran." 

Egypt has long accused Sudan 
of backing the attack on Mr. 
Mubarak, wbo escaped unin- 
jured when his motorcade came 
under fire. 

But it was the first time that 
Cairo has linked Iran to the 
attack, although it has often 
accused Tehran of supporting 
the wave of militant violence in 
Egypt that has killed more than 
1.000 people since 1992. 

Diplomatic relations have 
been severed between Cairo and 
Tehran since the 1979 revolu- 
tion in Iran. 

Sudan, which also denies any 
link to the Addis Ababa attack, 
has come under UN. sanctions 
for not turning over to Ethiopia 
the three Egyptian suspects iij is 
allegedly harbouring - .. ! 




\Iayor c 
fmarn 

\\\ f 


v; V 


n .* 


■r; 

j.— _ _ 


'i.:; 

4.1 


p..-. 


WHAT'S 

tOINGO! 


IORDAN TELEVISION 



Tel. ^73111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
15:05 Cartoon — The Mask 

15:45..., 


16:20 .. 


17:00 .. 

News Flash 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


06:00 IstanbuI(TK! 

07:45 Beirut London (BA) 


17:02 Sciences Cartoon 

17:15 La Vie Devant Mai 

17:30 ...Game Show. Qui Esi Qui 
18:00 Magazine — La Marche 
Du SiccItVPan One 

19:00 .... Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Sports Et 
Musiquc 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Doc. — The Right to Leam 

20:00 American Chart Show 

20:45 Tennis — U.S. Open dive) 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:51., Fujr 

06:10 .( Sunriset Duha 

1234 Dhuhr 

16:07 *Ast 

1837 Maghreb 

20:16 islra 


Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. ""5261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
.Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S24328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel- 
654032. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. $1 1295 
English-speaking 
Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 
61-41 90. 


Aqaba 

22/36 

14/^1 

Jordan Valiev 

21/35 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh.Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunicuiinn 
Tel. 637440. 

De hi Salle Church Tel. 66) 757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 
Temperature* are expeclej to drop 
significantly becoming 4-5 degree 
centigrade below average. So. it 
w ill be line during the day and rel- 
atively cool at night with winds 
westerly to northwesterly moder- 
ate to active. In Aqaba, winds will 
be notheri} moderate and seas 
calm. 


Yesterdays high temperatures: 
Amman 29. Aqaba 39 Humidity- 
readings: Amman 50 per cent. 
Aqaba 29 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dc Ghaleb Zawaideh 73601 1 

Dr. Jihad Sammour 76501 8 

Dr. Hishara Kan ’an 790286 

Dr. Khaldoun Asfour 666873 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Endows pharmacy 778336 

AI Asema pharmacy 637055 

Naimukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy .636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shntcisani pharmacy .637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

DRBID: 

Dr. Mazin Abu Bakir 276852 

AI Quds pharmacy „.i — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr.Akram Haddad .985550 

KhaJilch pharmacy 9S5417 


Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

R»cue ftpbcc — 192. 621 1 1 1.637777 

Fire Brigade 617 10 1 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept. 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Seweqge Cxrpknras _S*7467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

— 787111 

Telephone Information I directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Reports — 623101 


Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AI-Muhajrcen ....777 101/3 

Al-Bashir. 77511 1/26 

Army. Marias. „89 1611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

‘ Special Surgery -.865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

.(09 1983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sira Hospital (09)986732 

AI Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

ERBID: 


phone PS t5:?P0) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 


09:50 Aqaba (RW! 

19:45 Tel Aviv iRW) 


Abdali Tel. Repairs 

.....661101 
773111 

Princess 

Basina 


774 III 

Greek 

Catholic 

Water Authority 

680100 

J. Electricity Authority’ 

815615 

6363RI 

Ibn AI 

Nafces 

RJ Right Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia ImJ. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AQABA: 
Princess 
t03)3141 !1 

Haya 


Hospital 

,(02)275555 

Hospital 


Hospital 


Hospital 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman I6C6 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 63711 1 

Civil toaiceDepanmerB 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 
630341 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ^,£13813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jubal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ) infbrmariiw 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(0SI5320D-3. where it should 
always be verified Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 


09:30 , 

Jeddah CRJ) 

09:55.. 

10:05, 

10:10. 

10:20. 

Lamaca (RJ) 

Dhahran. RiVadh tRJ) 

— Dubai. Abu Dubai fRfi 

10:50. 
16-05 . 

Doha. Bahrain tRJ ) 

16:55 ..Amsterdam. Brussels (RJ) 

18:00 RirikiRIt 

18:25. 
18:50 . 

..Chicago. Amsterdam tRJ) 

19:15 . 


1925 . 

19:30.. 

19:45. 

20:25. 

20:30. 

Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

20:40. 

01:10. 

Vienna (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:30 Tt*l Aviv 1 1 .V i 

12 JO. 


i.3: an 


1J-3n Msvi.-nii.- i Cl 1 1 

16:30 . 


20*35. 


*>1-10 


22:15. 


23:20 . 
23:30. 


01:20. 
02 JO. 

...Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 
Belgrade (GU! 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian «RJ) Flights 

06:35 

09:30 


Royal Wings I RW) Flights 
10:00 Amman (arriving at Marica _ 
Airport from QAIA) (RW) ! 
-0:30 Aqaba (RW) : 


Beirut iRJt 

Frankfurt (RJi 


12:00 

12:00 


12:15 


12:15 

12:30 

13:20. 

Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

— Arrstedam. New Yak (RJ) 

13:25. 


21:101 


21:20, 


21:20 


21:45 


22:20 

22:45 

22:50 

23:00 

(RJ i 

23:45. 

Abu Dhabi. Jakarta (add) 

Other Flights 

07:25. 

08:45. 


09:15. 


13:30 . 
14:30. 
16:05. 



Cairo (MS) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


— Belgrade )GU) 

W:0 ° -Athens (OA) 


BAUinat i kajj* 
Amman — S-tXiamevoyMcnday 
Air CtemasoB — 500 pm every Ntoncfay 
Efep. Damascus — 730 am every Suatay 
An: Amman SOOpmevexy Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple 

700/500 

Banana. 

finn/fifl 0 

Banana (mukhammar) -520/520 

Banana l imported).... 

....850/600 

Carrot 

„..„16Q/90 

Cauliflower. 

....400/250 

Cucumber ( large; 

...240/140 

Cucumber (small) 

....420/250 

Eggplant. 

220/150 

fig 

340/240 

Garlic 

....650/400 

Grapes ... 

...400/250 

Lemon 

...320/400 

Marrow (large) 

...250/150 

Marrow (small) .... 

....450/300 

Mulukhiah . .... 

110/70 

Onion (dry) 

......150/90 

Okra 

800/500 

Pea 

580/400 

Peach 


Pepper (hot) 

...340/200 ; 

Ptpper (sweet) 

....460/260 1 

Potato 

350/200 

String Bean 

.-850/600 

Sweet melon 

...350/200 * 

Tomato 

J30/80 i 


lecture 


LXHibi 


ru>\ 


A 


Water melon .200/140 
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HRH Prince TalaJ Ben Mohammad, director of the National Security Council, Sat- 
urday reviews cooperative efforts with Royal Scientific Society President Hani 
Mulki (Petra photo) 


Prince 
Talal visits 
Parliament, 
RSS 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad, director of the Nation- 
al Security Council (NSC) 
Saturday visited Parliament 
and met speakers of the 
Senate and the Lower 
House Ahmad Lawzi and 
Sa’d Hayel Srour to discuss 
issues concerning the work 
of Parliament. 

Prince Talal said he hoped 
that Parliament will main- 
tain strong working rela- 
tions with the NSC as well 
as with the executive 
authority and its various 
agencies. 

The Prince also Saturday 
visited the Higher Council 
for Science and Technology 


(HCST) and the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) arid 
met RSS President Hani 
Mulki who outlined the 


two institutions' activities 
especially in socio-eco- 
nomic affairs. 

At that meeting is was 


agreed that the RSS will 
cooperate, with the NSC in 
conducting research of con- 
cern to the public. 


Man arrested in conjunction 
with pregnant sister’s death 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ifbid police have appre- 
hended a 30-year-old man in connec- 
tion with the shooting death of his 
pregnant sister Thursday in the village 
of Samma, official sources said Satur- 
day. 

The victim, Majidah Ib rahim , 29, 
who was divorced Thursday by her 
60-year-old husband, was allegedly 
shot twice by her brother M.I., who 
surrendered to police shortly after the 
crime was committed. 

According to the source, the victim 
was divorced two years ago. then in 
1995 she re-married a man twice her 
age. 

"Majidah had family problems, and 
the day she was divorced her brother 
was waiting for her at their family's 
home. As soon as she entered the 
house he shot her,” the source told the 


Jordan Times. 

According to the source, the brother 
was encouraged by his family ro kill 
his sister to "cleanse the family’s hon- 
our.” The source said that the family 
considered the victim’s two divorces 
shameful. 

Another source said that the family 
might have decided to kill their 
daughter "because she was mentally 

ill r - : ‘ " 

The woman was rushed to Princess 
Basma Hospital in Irbid but died on 
the way, the source said. 

Police contacted by the Jordan 
limes Saturday continued that a 
woman was killed and said they were 
investigating the incident. 

Majidah became the tenth woman 
killed in an alleged crime of honour 
since the beginning of the year. 

She was die second woman to be 
killed in such a crime since the begin- 
ning of this month. 


Meanwhile, three people, including 
a five-year-old child, were killed in 
three separate road accidents during 
the weekend, according to Public 
Security Department (PSD) reports. 

1 In Tatileh, a five-year-old child was 
struck and killed by a pick-up truck 
while playing in the street, the PSD 
report said. 

'it identified the toddler as Audai 
Abdullah. Police blamed the driver of 
the pick-up for faulty attention while 
driving. 

In the Rashid suburb of Amman, a 
39-year-old man was also struck by a 
vehicle. Police identified the man 
only as J.S. 

In Irbid, an 80-year-old woman 
identified as Sabha Ahmad, was killed 
when the car she was riding in lost 
control and rolled over near Ham 
intersection, PSD reports stated. 


Mayor of Azraq resigns, claims 
financial burden too great 


By Rana Husseini 

Special 10 the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Shakib Abu Latif, the 
mayor of North Azraq said that he 
resigned not only because he had few 
funds to maintain his town, with a popu- 
lation of 7.000. but also that his monthly 
salary of JD 140 was significantly lower 
than his previous earnings as an attorney. 

Mr. Abu Latif, 27, maintains that his 
decision to run for the 1 995 municipality 
elections, was based on public demand 
“because they found me to be the most 
qualified person to manage their business 
stemming from my legal background.” 

Mr. Abu Latif sacrificed his former pro- 
fession in favour of the mayorship, which 
he began on July 11. 1995. 

A mere year later he submitted his res- 
ignation. 

The municipality’s expenditures 
allegedly drained Mr. Abu Latifs finan- 
cial resources and pushed him into debt. 

“The JD 140 salary I was being allocat- 
ed as a mayor was not enough to support 
me nor-pay-for necessary-public relations,- 
and in the. end I Was urdebL” Mr. Abu 
Latif told the Jordan Times. 

However, an official at the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environ menL explained that JD 140 for 
the office was a fixed salary for munici- 
palities such as Azraq. 

“The mayor’s salary is set by the cabi- 
net, depending on the municipality's rank 
and budget,” said the ministry official. 

Mr. Abu Latif admitted that he was 
aware of the low wage designated to £be 
office, stressing that the sole reason he 
ran for office was tribal pressure, but that 
he did not expect the ensuing debt prob- 
lems. 

“I spoke to the minister [Abdul Razzaq 
Tubeishat] about my financial problems 


but his response was that there was noth- 
ing he could do as it [the salary] was 
legally mandated.” Mr. Abu Latif said. 

Moreover, he complained of being 
treated just like an ordinary government 
employee with no privileges. 

But according to the ministry official, 
mayors are treated just like any regular 
government employees and they are not 
entitled to any auxiliary privileges. 

In his year of office, Mr. Abu Latif 
increased the municipality’s budget from 
JD 50.000 to JD103.000. He was able to 
obtain a JD 90,000 loan to build commer- 
cial warehouses. In addition, the munici- 
pality bought a new garbage truck to 
replace an older one. 

But Mr. Abu Latif was faced with a 
wave of opposition by the municipality 
residents when he tried to implement cer- 
tain reforms. 

One such plan was a proffered bill to 
enforce licensing of buildings which had 
previously beeD operating without such 
legal documentation: a number, he said, 
which, by some estimates,- accoonted-for 
70 per cent of north Karak buildings. 

In addition, Mr. Abu Latif said that he 
imposed fines on violators who did not 
cover their cesspools. 

‘These measures bothered the residents 
who began to complain about my new 
measures,” Mr. Abu Latif said, but added 
that this was incidental to his resignation. 

“I do not regret my decision. As a mat- 
ter of fact it is much better for me to go 
back to my old job, practising law. which 
can secure me a decent living,” he said. 

Replacing the retired mayor is his 
deputy Marwan Fayez Sa’ed. who will 
preside until municipal elections are held 
in October, according to ministry offi- 
cials. 


WHAT’S 
GOING ON 


LECTURE 

* “The Aesthetics of 

the Relationship 

Between Man and His 
Environment” by Dr. 
George A1 Sayegh at 
Da rat A! Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh at 7:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by artists 
from France, Algeria, 
TUrkey, Morocco, and 
Egypt entitled “Tapis 
Volants” at the French 
Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Weibdeh, until Sept. 24. 

*.Wrought-iron exhibi- 
tion by Salim Bandak at 
Kan Zaman (TeL 
736449), until Sept. 15. 

* Works by Batoul Al 
Fakiki at Baladna Art 
Gallery, Gardens Street 
(Tel. 687598), until Sept 
11 . 

* Summer *96” exhibi- 
tion at Darat Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh, until 
Oct 8. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Temperatures 
to drop 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
weather in Jordan is 
expected to cool down 
some in the next two 
days with temperatures 
failing 3-4° C below the 
seasonal average. 

According to the Meteo- 
rology Department’s 
daily report, the King- 
dom will be affected by a 
cold front bringing part- 
ly cloudy skies during 
the day and relatively 
cold nights. Winds will 
be westerly moderate to 
gusty causing dust espe- 
cially in the eastern and 
southern areas of the 
Kingdom. 

Delegation 
heads for 
Brussels 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 
delegation from the Min- 
istry of Culture Saturday 
left Amman for Brussels 
to take part in the confer 

ence of cultural experts 


from European and 
Mediterranean countries 
which begins today. The 
Jordanian delegation 
which is headed by Sec- 
retary General of the 
Ministry of Culture 
Qasim Abu Ain. will dis 
cuss some proposed 
projects among which 
are financing the estab- 
lishment of cultural cen- 
tres at govemorates’ 
headquarters, providing 
them with the necessary 
equipment as well as 
establishing national 
libraries. The two-day 
conference is expected 
to be attended by 27 
Arab and foreign coun- 
tries. 

Standard time 
announced 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan will switch to stan- 
dard time as of midnight 
Friday, Sept 20, accord- 
ing to a communique 
issued by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. 
Clocks will be set back 
one hour . 


Save water ... 
every drop counts 


Jordan marks 


Wastewater treatement 


World Literacy Day 


plants scrutinised 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Today is World Literacy 
Day. and Jordan is 
observing this 

international event hav- 
ing reduced its illiteracy 
rate to 1 2 per cent among 
all age groups. 

According to a statment 
made yesterday by the 
Ministry of Education, 
the government intends 
to bring the rate down 
further to eight per cent 
by the end of the century. 

Jordan's illiteracy rate 
was 67.7 per cent in 1961 
when literacy centres 


were first started in the 
Kingdom. 

The ministry said illit- 
eracy among the 15 to 45 
age group dropped to an 
average of seven per cent 
during the same period. ' 

According to the min- 
istry, Jordan now has 607 
literacy and adult educa- 
tion centres, 544 of them 
are dedicated to educat- 
ing women. 

In the 1995-96 scholas- 
tic year a total of 10,053 
people attended these 
centres which offer free 
education to adults. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation has started a feasibility study 
on establishing new wastewater treatment 
plants and boosting the capacity of existing 
plants, particularly the Khirbet Al Samra 
plant which serves the Amman and Zarqa 
govemorates. 

Abdul Wahab Matar, head of the min- 
istry's sanitary operations projects, said in a 
statement Saturday that special focus is on 
the Khirbet Al Samra plant because it han- 
dles nearly SO per cent of the Kingdom's 
waste serving an area where nearly 50 per 
cent of Jordan's poulation lives. 

The Khirbet Al Samra plant, designed to 
handle 3.068 million cubic metres (mcm) 
of wastewater daily, has been processing 
3.143 mcm in the last two years due to the 
increases in industrial development, natural 


population growth and economic activi- 
ties, according to Mr. Matar. 

He said the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) is currenty financ- 
ing a project to cut down the malodourous 
fumes from, the Khirbet Al Samra. He 
added that this project would be complet- 
ed by 1997. 

At present. Jordan has 14 treatment plants 
and tire ministry is building plants in the 
Wadi Seer. Fuheis, Mahis, Naour, Wadi 
Mousa and Jordan Valley. 

Mr. Matar said the ministry has conclud- 
ed agreements with the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation and several private sector 
institutions to use the treated water from 
the plant for irrigating lands cultivated with 
animal feed. 


Saraireh 



of telecommunications sector" 
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Minister of Post and Telecommunications Jamal Saraireh presides over the confer- 
ence promoting international telecommunications (Petra photo) 
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By Christina Schleg] 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Post and Telecommunica- 
tions Jamal Saraireh Satur- 
day opened an international 
telecommunications oppor- 
tunities workshop, stressing 
the need to improve and 
restructure the current 
telecommunications sector 
policy and related regula- 
tions with the goal that Jor- 
dan might become a lead- 
ing international economic 
and communications centre 
in the Middle East. 

The seminar brings 
together 130 participants, 
from the governmental and 
private sector. 

A total of 29 foreign 
countries are participating 
representing companies as 
diverse as France Telecom, 
British Telecommunica- 
tions and IBM. 

The workshop focuses 
telecommunications regula- 
tions and official policies 
and development related to 
such matters as the new 
investment law and poten- 
tial opportunities within the 
Kingdom. 

Some of the participating 
international companies 
will summarise their 
respective services and pro- 
jected implementation in 
the Kingdom, followed by a 
presentation of the 
International Telecommuni- 
cations Union (ITU), which 
•will state conclusions 
reached at the recently held 
Arab States Telecommuni- 
cations Finance Colloqui- 


The final day will be ded- 
icated to presentations vis- 
a-vis the business opportu- 
nities of cordless communi- 
cations, the riara transmis- 
sion network in Jordan and 
the advantages and disad- 
vantages of privatisation. 

The minister stated that 
Jordan recognises the 
telecommunications sec- 
tor’s great impact on the 
economy and further 
described it as the key con- 
tributor to the Kingdom’s 
growing economy and 
national life. 

The government showed 
its willingness to strengthen 
the telecommunications 
sector when it commenced 
its reformation in 1994 and 
now aims to upgrade the 


telecommunications infra- 
structure, to stimulate 
development of more and 
better telecommunications 
services and to encourage 
investment in the sector 
from ail sources — both 
local and foreign, he said. 

He .also introduced a new 
set of telecommunications 
regulations, the creation of 
a telecommunications poli- 
cy department, the estab- 
lishment of a regulatory 
commission and the com- 
mercialisation and project- 
ed privatisation of the 
national operator, the 
Telecommunications Cor-’ 
poration (TCC). 

Concerning the ongoing 
privatisation of the TCC, 
the minister declared that 
the corporation will be reg- 


istered as a company in 
accordance with Jordanian 
corporate law within the 
next week. 

It will be government 
owned but will operate 
within a corporate law 
framework and is obligated’ 
to be licensed by a regula- 
tor. 

“A regulatory setting has 
.been established to facili- 
tate a competitive market 
environment,” he contin- 
ued, “to improve intercon- 
nection, resale, leased lines, 
the quality of service and 
complaint management.” 

According to Mr. 
Saraireh, the ministry will 
encourage burgeoning 
companies to provide 
improved or innovative ser- 
vices. This could be done in 


the form of an alliance or 
joint venture, by private ini- 
tiative, partnerships or gov- 
ernment initiative. 

He concluded his speech 
by soliciting the contribu- 
tion of those attending by 
sharing their experience in 
developing successful 
properties and regulatory 
environments with the goal 
of encouraging companies 
to operate in Jordan and 
thus initiate momentum in 
the telecommunications 
sector. 

“This will be the begin- 
ning of a continuous 
process," he said, “starting 
with today's dialogue and 
we will continue until we 
are ready to invite potential 
investors.” 

A follow-up workshop 
will be arranged to update 
the information gleaned. 
Minister Saraireh conclud- 
ed. 

The seminar, organised 
by the ministry, in coopera- 
tion with the International 
Telecommunications Union 
(ITU) and the World Bank, 
is ^ being held at the Forte 
Grand Hotel from Sept 7 - 
9. 


Arab officers to study Amman traffic 


AMMAN (Petra) — Traffic control officers from assorted Arab countries 
Saturday opened a three-week training seminar in Amman regarding traf- 
fic in major cities of the Arab world. 

In the opening address at the Public Security Department (PSD), 
Assistant-Director for Planning and Operations Mohammad Basoul called 
on participants to help curtail road accidents which, be stated, are on the 
increase in the Arab countries. 

The seminar was formed on the initiative of the Arab Ministers of the 
Interior Council at the Arab League in Cairo, he said. 

In outlining the PSD's efforts to reduce road accidents. Major General 
Basoul said that although people applying for driving license undergo 
strict theoretical and practical tests curtailing road accidents requires the 
combined efforts of municipalities, traffic police, motorists and the gen- 
eral public. 


Naser Anzi, supervisor at rhe Arab Bureau for Security Studies and 
Training at Riyadh, which is organising the seminar with the PSD, 
informed the opening session that participants will be familiarised with 
modern methods of traffic control in major cities and also debate legisla- 
tion. planning, administration and other issues pertaining to traffic regu- 
lation and its application. 

Nearly 50 participants are taking part in the seminar during which they 
will hear lectures and conduct field tr^s and practical work, in areas which 
art especially burdened by heavy traffic notably in the more populated 
areas of the Kingdom. They will also review local innovation in dealing 
with traffic problems . 

Mr Anzi further stated that the participants will study issues such as the 
main factors which contribute to road accidents, traffic control and the 
impact of transit on the environment. 
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Clinton agressively 
seeks votes in Florida 


PANAMA CITY. Florida 
(Ri — President Bill Clin- 
ton, bouyed by strong eco- 
nomic data and his own 
surge in opinion polls, cam- 
paigned Friday in a conser- 
vative region of Florida in a 
bid to end the Republicans 
recent White House win- 
ning streak there. 

Welcomed by chants of 
“Four more years' 1 to start a 
rally that was broadcast live 
on local television. Mr. 
Clinton became the first 
Democratic presidential 
contender to stump in an 
area traditionally consid- 
ered a hopeless cause for 
the party’. 

Hoping to end a two- 
decade-old Republican 
stranglehold over Florida's 
presidential voting. Mr. 
Clinton ended a two-day 
swing through the state that 
stressed his record on the 
economy, education, the 
environment and health 
care — issues where he has 
a solid edge over 
Republican rival Bob Dole. 

“America is on the right 
track for the 21st century." 
Mr. Clinton told the crowd, 
noting the just-released data 
by the Labour Department 
shows that unemployment 
has fallen to 5.1 per cent 
last month. 

The decline in the unem- 
ployment rate, which was 
especially steep among 
workers over 55 and in their 
early 20s. brought the job- 
less rate to its lowest level 
since March 1989 when it 


was 5 per cent, the depart- 
ment said. 

With a series of new 
nationwide polls showing 
Mr. Clinton with a growing 
double-digit lead over his 
Republican challenger, the 
Democratic incumbent pub- 
licly cautioned his follow- 
ers against complacency. 

"Let me assure you. we 
are not taking anyone or 
anyone's vote for granted." 
he said during a speech in 
Orlando to delegates at the 
National Baptist Conven- 
tion. an eight million-mem- 
ber black group. 

“We know that the only 
poll that counts is the one 
they take on November the 
fifth." Mr. Clinton told the 
highly partisan audience. “I 
ask you to remember that 
and help others remember it 
as well." 

In appearances in Panama 
City — a traditionally con- 
servative area of the state 
that gave him little support 
four years ago — and in 
Orlando he celebrated the 
jobless rate as vindication 
for his policies. 

“The American economy, 
my fellow Americans, is on 
the right track and we need 
to keep it going in that 
direction." said Mr. Clinton, 
who contends that the 15 
per cent across-the-board 
tax cut advocated by Sen. 
Dole would only reverse the 
nation's economic progress. 

Mr. Clinton campaign 
officials privately have wor- 
ried that overconfidence 


could undermine their ef- 
forts as the Nov. 5 election 
nears — particularly now 
that some of the inroads 
Sen. Dole made at the time 
of last month’s Republican 
convention have been erod- 
ing. 

A Washington Post-ABC 
News poll published Friday 
gave Mr. Clinton a lead of 
51 per cent to 37 per cent 
over Sen. Dole, while a 
New York Times-CBS 
News survey the same day 
put the margin at 50 to 35 
pier cent in favour of the 
incumbent. 

A nationwide poll taken 
for Reuters found broad- 
based support for Mr. 
Clinton over his Republican 
rival on a series of issues 
that potential voters said 
were important to them. 
The poll, conducted by John 
Zogby International, found 
that on education issues 
55.4 per cent of voters fa- 
voured Mr. Clinton. 25.4 
per cent backed Sen. Dole 
and 6.2 per cent trusted 
Texas billionaire Ross Pe- 
rot. the Reform Party candi- 
date. 

On health care. ■ Mr. 
Clinton was favoured by 
48.7 per cent to 27.7 per 
cent for Sen. Dole, while 
Mr. Perot trailed with 5.2 
per cent. Mr. Clinton held a 
similar wide lead on dealing 
with environmental issues, 
with 51.1 per cent of voters 
comfortable with him while 
19.2 per cent chose Sen. 
Dole. 



President Bill Clinton reaches to shake hands daring a campaign rally Friday at 
Valencia Community College in Orlando. Mr. Clinton is stopping in four Florida 
cities on his campaign swing (Reuter photo) 

Kashmiris vote amid scattered 
violence and border clashes 


SRINAGAR. India iR) — 
Authorities reported scat- 
tered violence, cross-border 
shooting and a mixed voter 
turnout Saturday in Kash- 
mir's first local elections 
since a revolt against Indian 
rule erupted six years ago. 

Police said two small 
bombs exploded and a third 
was defused in Jammu and 
Kashmir state but there 
were no casualty reports. 

Defence officials said 
Indian and Pakistani troops 
exchanged fire in at least 
four places along their bor- 
der. 

An Indian army spokes- 
man said the firing was 
heavier than usual. "This is 
a quantum jump over rou- 
tine border firing." 

The spokesman said 
Pakistani troops used heavy 
artillery, maehineguns and 
small guns. Apart from In- 
dian security positions, they 
also targeted communica- 
tion networks and roads. 

“They are just trying to 
harass the people." he said. 

About 200.000 soldiers, 
paramilitary troopers and 
police were deployed to 
prevent uttackN on more 
than 2.000 polling stations 
in 26 of the state's S7 con- 
stituencies voting Saturday. 
Voting in other constituen- 
cies will be over three days 
— Sept. 16. 21 and 30. 

Five hours after polling 
stoned, officials said the 
turnout ranged from eight 
per cent in langate area in 
the Kashmir Valley to 39 
per cent in the Buddhist- 
dominated Zanskar region. 

Few vorers were seen at 
booths in Baramulla town, 
about 50 kilometres north- 
west of Srinagar, the state's 
summer capital. 

But at nearbv Pattan town 


hundreds of people queued 
to vote and celebrated spon- 
taneously in streets, wit- 
nesses said. 

At least five leading sepa- 
ratists. including Shabir 
Shah, sometimes called “the 
Nelson Mandela of Kash- 
mir." were detained or 
placed under house arrest, 
their aides said. 

Most leading separatist 
groups have urged voters to 
boycott the polls, viewed as 
crucial to Indian Prime 
Minister H.D. Deve Gow- 
da's efforts to restore de- 
mocracy in the state, where 
more than 20.000 people 
have been killed since early 
1990. 

A small homemade bomb 
exploded about 200 metres 
from a polling booth in 
Warsun village, some 100 
kilometres north of Sri- 
nagar, police said. 

Another small bomb 
exploded before polling in 
Digwar village. 250 kilome- 
tres north of the state's win- 
ter capital. Jammu, and near 
the line of control with Pa- 
kistan. police said. 

Police said a homemade 
bomb was defused in 
Baramulla. 

Since the outbreak of the 
rebellion in 1990. some 10 
to 15 people on average 
have been killed each day in 
the state in clashes between 
security forces and mili- 
tants. as well as in bomb, 
grenade and other attacks, 
according to police records. 

Pakistan and India have 
fought two of their three 
wars since independence in 
1947 over the region. Pakis- 
tan controls one third of 
Kashmir and has staked a 
claim over the rest. 

Suspected militants fired 
on police in Lai-Pora vil- 


lage in nonhem Kashmir, 
authorities said. It was not 
immediately known if there 
were any casualties. 

Meanwhile, at least two 
voters in Baramulla told 
Reuters they had been 
forced by soldiers to cast 
ballots. 

"Early in the morning the 
army came to our village 
and forced us to go two 
miles away from our village 
to cast our vote." said Mo- 
hammad Ashraf, who bad 
come from Tangdi Bala vil- 
lage. “They have forced our 
ladies too." 

"This morning they came 
to our village and asked us 
to vote." said Aijaz Ahmad 
of Tangdi Bala. "They said, 
‘if you come without a mark 
on your finger, we will cut 
off your finger.’" 

The fingers of Indian vot- 
ers traditionally are stained 
with indelible ink after they 
vote. 

Human rights groups said 
there were widespread ins- 
tances of coercion in gener- 
al elections in May. 

The government denied 
the claims. 

Hundreds of Kashmiri de- 
monstrators burned an effi- 
gy of the Indian prime min- 
ister ai a rally in Muzaf- 
farabad. Pakistani-con- 
trolled Kashmir. Saturday to 
protest ongoing elections in 
Indian-held Kashmir. 

Some 500 people, led by 
State Premier Sultan Mah- 
mood. paraded through the 
streets of this capital city of 
Pakistan-controlled north- 
ern third of Kashmir, chant- 
ing “down with India” and 
“we reject elections in occu- 
pied Kashmir." 

- Reports said rallies were 
also held in other Kashmiri 
ciries. 



Wreckage of a Marine CH 46E helicopter is shown burning on a runway at Orlando Executive Airport Friday. The 
crew escaped iqjury following the crash. They were part of President Bill Clinton’s entourage for a campaign visit 
to Florida (Reuter photo) 

White House orders helicopter safety review 


ORLANDO, Florida (R) — 
The White House Friday 
ordered a broad safety 
review after two Marine 
helicopters supporting • a 
visit by President Bill 
Clinton were involved in 
separate incidents, one 
roiling over and burning 
and the other forced to land 
in a farm field. 

There were no serious 
injuries among the 17 Ma- 
rines and one Boeing Co. 
employee on the CH-46E 
helicopters. Mr. Clinton, on 
a two-day campaign trip to 
Florida, was not involved in 
either incident 

White House Chief of 
Staff Leon Panetta Friday 
night sent a letter to De- 
fence Secretary William 
Perry ordering him to “un- 
dertake a top to bottom re- 
view of all operational as- 
pects, including mainte- 
nance and training proce- 
dures” of the Pentagon's 
executive support air fleet. 

He asked that the review 
begin within the next 30 
days “to ensure that all nec- ' 


essary steps and safeguards 
are being taken to provide 
the safest possible trans- 
portation." 

The air fleet provides sup- 
port and travel for the presi- 
dent, vice president cabinet 
officials and members of 
Congress. On some occas- 
sions it also transports 
members of the news media 
covering a presidential 
event. 

Mr. Panetta said he was 
taking the action because 
"within the last six months, 
a number of unfortunate 
accidents have occurred” 
involving the Defence 
Department fleet. 

The two incidents Friday 
occurred about 15 minutes 
apart and involved heli- 
copters assigned to a special 
Marine squadron based at 
the Quantico Marine Base, 
Virginia, near Washington. 

' "This has been an extraor- 
dinarily safe squadron over 
50 years." said Pentagon 
spokesman Ken Bacon in 
Washington. He told re- 
porters that Mr. Clinton had 


expressed confidence in the . 
Marine fliers after the inci- 
dents. 

One of the big rwin-blad- 
ed CH-46E "Sea Knight” 
cargo helicopters was taxi- 
ing after landing at Orlando 
Executive Airport at about 
11:15 am. with five Ma- 
rines and a Boeing Co. emp- 
loyee aboard when one of 
its rotors apparently hit a 
light pole, according to eye- 
witnesses. 

The chopper rolled over 
and caught fire about 15 
minutes after the other heli- 
copter set down in a field 
about 20 kilometres south 
of Orlando with 12 Marines 
on board when a warning 
light indicated a hydraulic 
pump failure, Mr. Bacon 
said. . • 

The helicopter involved in 
the airport incident had 
been used Thursday to 
transport members of the 
press pool who accompa- 
nied Mr. Clinton as he trav- 
elled in Florida. 

The incidents, which Mr. 
Bacon referred to "as a fair- 


ly standard mission with an 
unstandard result," fol- 
lowed the crash of a presi- 
dential travel support plane 
last month. 

A C-I30 air force cargo 
plane that accompanied Mr. 
Clinton on his vacation trip 
to Jackson, Wyoming, 
crashed on a Wyoming 
mountain on Aug. 17, kil- 
ling all nine people aboard. 
Eight were crew members 
and one was a secret service 
agent 

The two helicopters are 
attached to Squadron HMX- 
1 based in Quantico. The 
squadron, established in 
1947, has provided heli- 
copters exclusively for 
White House use and sup- 
port since 1976. 

The CH-46E is considered 
the workhorse of the Marine 
Corps. Built by Boeing Co., 
it was first used in the 
Vietnam War and is de- 
signed to carry troops or up 
to 5,000 pounds (2,250 kg) 
of cargo. 


Congress wants to hear 5. Africa must rewrite 
Morris on FBI file scandal new constitution — court 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Members of Congress want to 
know what Dick Morris, the mastermind behind President 
Bill Clinton's reelection campaign who quit in the wake of 
a sex scandal, knows about the White House FBI file scan- 
dal. according to a report Saturday. 

The Washington Post reported that members of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate investigating how hun- 
dreds of sensitive Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
files ended up at the White House, could subpoena Mr. 
Morris after he allegedly said first lady Hillary Clinton 
ordered them. 

Mr. Morris quit the Clinton campaign in late August after 
a tabloid newspaper broke the story of his alleged affair 
with a S 2 00- an -hour prostitute. 

The woman. Sherry Rowlands, said in her diaries which 
she sold to the tabloid the Star that she asked Mr. Morris in 
June about how the files, some concerning prominent 
Republicans, got to the presidential mansion. 

"It was Hillary, in 1993. She ordered them. She's a para- 
noid lady — she did it," Ms. Rowlands said Mr. Morris 
replied. 

The report raised the attention of Pennsylvania 
Republican Representative William Clinger who head&.toe 
Government Reform and Oversight Committee. The Post 
reported that Mr. Clinger said Mr. Morris should respond 
under oath to the tabloid story and would be subpoenaed if 
necessary. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee is also interested in 
arranging an interview with Mr. Morris soon, the paper 
reported. 

Mark Fabiani. a White House spokesman, told the Post 
that the Star account was "ridiculous. The first lady had no 
role in seeking the FBI files, nor ... has there been any 
shred of evidence to support this allegation.” 

The administration has repeatedly said the files were mis- 
takenly brought to the White House due to a bureaucratic 
foul up. 

On another front. Mr. Morris. 48. who is married, was 
reported to be having an affair since the early 1980s with 
another woman who has a six-year-old girl fathered by 
him. 

Mr. Morris has also earned the consternation of the White 
House with reports that he secretly signed multimillion 
dollar book contract months ago while still working for Mr. 
Clinton. 

The former presidential advisor was one of the key archi- 
tects in rebuilding Mr. Clinton's image after the devastat- 
ing 1994 mid-term elections which saw the Republicans 
rout the Democrats from control in both houses of 
Congress. 

He urged the president, who came to office with a sweep- 
ing agenda of social programmes, to recentre himself in 
line with the more conservative centre. 

That tactic now leaves Mr. Clinton clearly ahead of his 
Republican challenger Bob Dole in recent polls. 

Mr. Morris first worked with Mr. Clinton in 1978 when 
Mr. Clinton was involved in Arkansas politics. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa's top court 
Friday said the country's 
new constitution, tortuously 
negotiated to form the foun- 
dations for the post-apar- 
theid era. was flawed and 
would have to be partly 
rewritten. 

President Nelson 

Mandela said the ruling 
showed the law, meant to 
replace an interim constitu- 
tion by 1999, was basically 
sound and he was sure 
objections could be over- 
come. 

"The decision...makes it 
clear that the basic structure 
of the constitution is 
acceptable." he told repor- 
ters. "1 have no doubt that 
we will be able to go into 
the problems which have 
been referred to us by the 
Constitutional Court.” 

Politicians who haggled 
for months in smoke-filled 
rooms to reach an 1 lih-hour 
accord in May groaned at 
the prospect of starting 
again. They meet informal- 
ly Monday to mull it over. 

Constitutional Court Pre- 
sident Arthur Chaskalson 
said he also saw no major 
hurdles. 

The court's 11 judges 
ruled that the 140-page 
"birth certificate" of the 
new South Africa was on 
the right track but failed in 
several respects to meet 
minimum conditions 
thrashed out in multi-party 
talks that led to democracy 
in 1994. 

Mr. Chaskalson cited too 
linle provincial autonomy, 
insufficient guarantee of 
basic rights and a failure to 
protect independent state 
watchdogs as the court's 
main objections. 

"We are unable to and 
therefore do not certify that 
all of the provisions of the 
constitution of the Republic 
of South Africa 1996 com- 
ply with the constitutional 
principles.” he said. 


"The instances of non- 
compliance. although sin- 
gly and collectively impor- 
tant. should present no sig- 
nificant obstacle to the for- 
mulation of a text which 
complies fully.” he added 
. The sticking points will 
not make South Africa's 
delicately woven democra- 
cy come apart at the seams 
but the rejection is likely to 
reopen wrangling between 
President Nelson Mandela’s 
African National Congress 
(ANC) and its rivals. 

The Constitutional As- 
sembly. made up of all 490 
members of South Africa’s 
first all-race parliament, 
took two years to complete 
the original negotiations. 
Talks went on to the last 
gasp in May over employ- 
ers’ rights and language 
education. 

Once they were over the 
white-led National Party of 
former President F.W. De 
Klerk, saying its views had 
been ignored by the ANC, 
quit Mr. Mandela's govern- 
ment of national unity. 

Roe 11 Meyer, secretary- 
general and chief negotiator 
of the National Party, which 
invented apartheid and 
imposed it for four decades, 
told Reuters he welcomed 
Friday's judgment. "It 
shows up those who 
thought politicians, rather 
than the courts, would con- 
trol the writing of our new 
constitution," he said. 

The third coalition part- 
ner. the Zulu-based Inkatha 
Freedom Party, boycotted 
the whole constitutional 
process when foreign medi- 
ation promised by the ANC 
failed to materialise. 

Inkatha leaders said they 
might consider this week- 
end whether to rejoin the 
talks. If they do, the whole 
process — which is sup- 
posed to be finished this 
year — could drag on. 




Teenage boozers 
targeted in British 

LONDON (R) — Britain 
launched plans Saturday to 
curb Britain's growing 
"yob culture” by giving 
police new powers to stop 
young teenagers from 
drinking in public. A Home 
Office (Interior Ministry) 
consultation paper said 
police should be allowed to 
confiscate alcohol from 
anyone under 18 seen drin- 
king in public and take 
their names and addresses. 

“Action is needed to stop 
drunken people vandalis- 
ing property and causing 
mischief in public places,” 
said Home Office Minister 
Timothy Kirkhope. "I 
know that some people find 
it very distressing and dis- 
turbing to see young people 
drunk in public, especially 
when they cause trouble,” 
he added. The proposals .Lp.'n it? 1 - 
were welcomed by police 
and are expected to win the 1 B ' 

support of the opposition * C*\ 

Labour Party which is keen jjjt i i ^ 
to be seen as strong on law- * 
and-order issues in the run- , - • • 
up to next year's general 7r 
election. The law currently 
prohibits the sale of alcohol ’ 

to anyone under the age of 
18, but drinking by teen- 
agers younger than that is 
not illegal. Concerns about : 7 - 
under-age drinking in Bri- 
tain have been raised re- 
cently by the growing pop- 
ularity of alcoholic “soft ..... 
drinks” known as Alco- 
pops. The latest of these 
was withdrawn from sale * 

only hours after it was ” : 

launched last week after 7.. 
alcohol awareness cam- 7 *. 
paigners said its brightly- .7 
coloured packaging would \ - 

attract young drinkers, |7 
despite the £2 (S3.00) a 
bottle price tag. The tan- . 7 _ . 
gerine-flavoured Alcopop ' 
called Thickhead is to be 
relaunched with a new 
label. ;- 

Mayor: Fishkill, 

N.Y. here to stay : * : - 


FISHKDJU New York (R) 

— The mayor of fishkill 
Friday rejected a request of : 
an animal rights group to 
change his’ town's name, 
which the group said peo- 
ple associate with the 
slaughter of animals. “We 
are not going to change the 
name,*' Mayor George 
Carter wrote to the People 
for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA). “It’s • 
been here all these years.” 
The gamp had wanted to 
rename the village of 1,930 
people about 96 kilometres 
north of New York City to 
Fishsave. The name Fish- 
kill. which means fish 
creek or stream, originated 
with the Dutch, who settled 
toe Hudson River Valley in 
toe 1600s, toe mayor said 
As is his duty, he said be 
will put toe issue, raised in 
a letter from PETA this 
week, to a meeting of vil- 
lage trustees Monday. But 
toe decision is a foregone 
conclusion, he said. "Resi- 
dents and businesses feel 
toe same way I do," be 
said. "They figure this i s 
totally ridiculous.” PETA 
knew of Fishkill 's historic 
meaning but not everyone 
does, said Davey She- 
pherd, organiser of a PETA 
campaign against fishing- 
"People in California, for** 
instance, have no idea what^ 
it means. It might as well 
be dead fish to them.” 

World's first 
ghetto gets 
kosher cafe 

VENICE, Italy (AFP) - 
Italy’s first kosher cafe 
opened here Friday on the 

480-year-old site of the 
world’s first ghetto. Ve- 
nice’s Jewish quarter was 
founded in 1516 by Jews 
from central Europe and 
the Mediterranean on the 
■site of a foundry, getto in 
Venetian, which gave jo 
name to future jewish dis- 
tricts around toe world. 
The cafe, a former grocery 
store bought by orthodox 
Jews from New York, was 
opened in the presence o*A j 
Venice Rabbi Roberto* ; 
Della Rocca and the city 
mayor, Massimo Cacdari. 

The Venice ghetto, which 
has five synagogues, 
attracts some 70,000 visi- 
tors a year, mostly from 
United States. 
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1 1 A man stands in the back of his pickup truck as he waits to be rescued in Raleigh, North Carolina after Hurricane 
Fran moved through the area causing flooding and massive power outages during the early morning hours of 
Friday (Reuter photo) 
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Hurricane leaves at least 17 dead in U.S. 


WILMINGTON. North Ca- 
rolina (.AFP) — Hurricane 
Fran killed at least 17 peo- 
ple after whipping the east 
coast with heavy surf and 
pushing inland where dren- 
ching rain from the weaken- 
ing storm left millions with- 
out power. 

The storm caused flood- 
ing in North Carolina, Vir- 
ginia and West Virginia and 
more than four million peo- 
ple were left without power. 
Of the reported fatalities, 
officials said most were 
attributed to traffic acci- 
dents and fallen trees. 

Among the dead were a 
10-year-old North Carolina 
boy who was killed when a 
tree cmshed his trailer 
home, and a Virginia wo- 
man who was swept away 
by flood waters while trying 
to cross a creek in an all-ter- 
rain vehicle. 

Virginia Power said Fri- 
day the storm left the most 
widespread damage to its 
electric system ever seen. . 

: Fran's, sweep across-; the 
utility's NQftft ; Carolina and 
Virginia service territory 
left thousands of downed or 
damaged power lines and 
power poles — and up to 


415,000 of its customers 
without power, the compa- 
ny said in a statement. 

“This storm has damaged 
our electric distribution sys- 
tem in almost every part of 
our service area," said com- 
pany president and CEO 
Janies Rhodes. The compa- 
ny said the widespread na- 
ture of the damage made it 
difficult to even estimate 
restoration times. 

President Bill Clinton Fri- 
day declared a major disas- 
ter in Virginia, opening the 
state up to federal relief 
funds. 

But it was North Carolina 
that took the brum of the 
storm. Governor Jim Hunt 
declared a state of emer- 
gency in all 100 counties in 
the state. 

For the first time in the 
North Carolina history, offi- 
cials also put on alert all 
2,000-plus state law en- 
forcement agents, including 
the highway patrol. 

When Fran first slammed 
ashore near- C-ape ' Fear, 
North Carolina, late Thurs- 
day, the hurricane packed 
winds that clocked up to 
185 kilometres (114 miles) 
per hour. 


More than 1 .5 million 
North Carolinians were 
without electricity Friday, 
mostly in the eastern two- 
thirds of the state, and it was 
expected to be days before 
power was restored. Major 
highways were closed by 
high water. 

“We’ve had a terrible 
storm. ... This is devastation 
like we have really never 
seen.” Mr. Hunt told ABC 
Television early Friday. 

“We have trees down 
everywhere, houses badly 
damaged. We have flooding 
all over,” Hunt said in the 
interview in Raleigh, des- 
cribing the scene 192 kilo- 
metres inland. Water 90 
centimetres deep was re- 
ported in that city. 

Mr. Clinton, on a cam- 
paign swing through Orlan- 
do, Florida, said “we are 
going to do everything we 
can to help the people of 
North Carolina and South 
Carolina in these, difficult 
times.” 

He declared North Caro- 
lina a major disaster area'. 

Destruction from Fran 
could come to more than SI 
billion in losses in North 
Carolina alone, state offi- 


cials said. 

Local tourism officials es- 
timate the region will lose 
S6 million a day in visitor 
revenues. 

The Insurance Informa- 
tion Institute predicted Fran 
will cost the U.S. insurance 
industry around $625 mil- 
lion in property damage 
claims. 

Officials here in Wilming- 
ton. about 20 kilometres 
inland from the North Caro- 
lina coast, said damage along 
the beach was extensive and 
the storm knocked out power 
in most of the city. 

Winds toppled pan of the 
century-old Bellrower of the 
First Baptist Church of Wil- 
mington. a neo-Gothic struc- 
ture in the heart of the his- 
toric district. 

“It had been pretty much 
shaken by Bertha, and Fran 
completed the job,” sighed 
Pat Sarb, who had been sur- 
veying storm damage since 
dawn. Hurricane Bertha 
struck in July. 

Wilmington .was .die lar- 
gest' city bearing the fiill 
brunt of Fran. According to 
power officials 95 per cent of 
the residents, were without 
power during the storm. 


Yeltsin, Kohl meet amid 
Russian power debate 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin, under 
pressure to transfer power to his prime minister until he 
recovers from heart surgery later this month, welcomed 
German Chancellor. Helmut Kohl to his country residence 
Saturday. 

The 65-year-old Kremlin leader welcomed Mr. Kohl as he 
arrived by helicopter at a picturesque hunting lodge about 
100 kilometres northwest of Moscow. 

‘1 have been waiting for this meeting and preparing for it 
all week,” ITAR-TASS news agency quoted Mr. Kohl as 
saying. The two men, personal friends, were smiling and in 
apparent good spirits as they headed for the residence by 
car. “1 like it here. A beautiful place,” Mr. Kohl remarked. 

“It’s better to relax here and not work, but we shall work 
and relax,” replied Mr. Yeltsin. 

It was Mr. Yeltsin's first encounter with a Western head of 
government since he was elected on July 3 to a second four- 
year term in the Kremlin. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Kohl, both dressed in casual clothes, 
were due to hold more than four hours of informal talks, 
take a stroll through the grounds of the residence and per- 
haps go fishing in the peaceful backwaters of a nearby river. 

Mr. Kohl, who arrived in Moscow earlier Saturday, will 
get a rare first-hand impression of the Russian leader's con- 
dition. The chancellor is expected to give a news confer- 
ence before his departure. 

He was expected to discuss with Mr. Yeltsin economic 
relations berween Germany and Russia and international 
security issues, including the recent U.S. missile attacks 
against Iraq and the planned eastward expansion of NATO. 

But German officials have said the one-day visit is an 
informal affair with no urgent agenda. 

A German government spokesman said the schedule for 
the meeting had not been changed despite Mr. Yeltsin's 
forthcoming operation. Mr. Yeltsin said Thursday that he 
was preparing for surgery to relieve his heart problems. 

The announcement ended months of equivocation over 
the Kremlin leader's health and put pressure on him to hand 
over power to his constitutional stand-in. Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, until he recovers. 

A surgeon told Interfax News Agency that Mr. Yeltsin, 
who has largely disappeared from public view since late 
June, would undergo a relatively routine bypass operation, 
which involves grafting on a vein to divert blood from 
clogged cardiac arteries. 

Millions of bypass operations have been carried out 
around the world since the 1960s. Most patients have been 
able to return to work within about a month. 

Libera] parliamentarian Viktor Sheinis told Interfax that 
Mr. Yeltsin was under no constitutional obligation to trans- 
fer power, although such a move was possible. 

But security chief Alexander Lebed said the time had 
come for Mr. Yeltsin to name Mr. Chernomyrdin to rule 
temporarily. The speaker of the State Duma lower chamber 
of parliament, Gennady Seleznyov, also called for Mr. 
Chernomyrdin to step in. 

“A situation has arisen where someone (Yeltsin) is tem- 
porarily unable to cany out his duties,” Gen: Lebed said. 
“For that period.' by his order or decree«a..pejjson who 
would run the country and be responsible for what is going 
on should be dearly defined and named — and his name is 
Chernomyrdin.” 

Under the constitution, if the president is unable to cany 


out his duties, the prime minister stands in for him for up to 
three months, after which new elections must be held. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s prolonged absence from the political centre 
stage sparked speculation about a power vacuum in the 
Kremlin and a struggle for influence between Gen. Lebed. 
Mr. Chernomyrdin and Presidential Chief of Staff Anatoly 
Chubais. 

Meanwhile, President Yeltsin said in a magazine inter- 
view to be published Monday that he has nothing to hide 
from the nation. 

The magazine, Itogi, has also unearthed what it calls the 
dramatic inside story of how Mr. Yeltsin first refused and 
was then persuaded to have the operation. 

Editor Sergei Parkhomenko told Reuters that he thought 
Mr. Chernomyrdin was the man who changed Mr. Yeltsin's 
mind. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin is the only leader to have visited Mr. 
Yeltsin since he went to his Rus residence outside Moscow 
on Aug. 26 for a holiday. 

“He must have told Yeltsin — look, the same surgeon did 
the same operation on me in 1 992 and here I am, alive and 
fit,” Mr. Parkhomenko said. 

Mr. Parkhomenko said he started digging into the ques- 
tion of Mr. Yeltsin’s health last month and found several 
cardiologists ready to discuss “this complicated medical 
case.” 

Moscow's Cardiological Centre, headed by top heart spe- 
cialist Yevgeny Chazov, conducted “coronorography” tests 
on the president in mid-August which showed the need for 
an operation on the blood vessels supplying his heart. Dr. 
Chazov confirmed this Friday to Interfax News Agency. ' 

And then the probelms began, Mr. Parkhomenko said. Mr. 
Yeltsin refused 

Several doctors told Mr. Parkhomenko such behaviour 
was typical for many patients, especially those in responsi- 
ble posts with a strong will and a desire to lead. 

Moreover, most of the best Russian heart surgeons 
refused to consider operating on the 85-year-old president, 
fearing failure, Mr. Parkhomenko told Reuters. 

But one. Professor Rinat Akchurin, the chief surgeon at 
Dr. Chazov ’s centre, said: *7 will do it, I did the same for 
Chernomyrdin in 1992.” 

There was no independent confirmation of Mr. 
Chernomyrdin’s operation. But Dr. Chazov told Interfax 
that if the president chose his centre the operation would be 
performed by Prof. Akchurin. 

The text of Mr. Yeltsin's written interview with Itogi, 
received by the magazine a day before the announcement, 
seemed to show that he had made up his mind by then. 

“The times when the top leader appeared once a year, 
somewhere atop the mausoleum, and the country was in 
fact ruled by a faceless crowd of bureaucrats, are in the past 
along with the Communist regime and, I am convinced, 
will never return," Mr. Yeltsin said. 

Soviet leaders traditionally appeared on top of Soviet 
founding father Vladimir Lenin’s mausoleum on Red 
Square during annual public parades. ; <4 : ; 

“It is the duty of the president to make sure that cvdry 
voter is convinced that the country is in reliable and firm 
bands, the very same hands into which he put it by voting,” 
Mr. Yeltsin said. 

“That is why I deem it necessary to talk to the Russians 
openly and calmly. I have nothing to hide from them." 
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And the march goes on 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's encounter with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat a few days ago may indeed have fallen 
short of the initial expectations of a significant 
breakthrough, but it nevertheless was an historic 
occasion which marked the Israeli right-wing's legit- 
imisation of the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA» and the recognition of Us leadership. The 
mere holding or the much-awaited meeting is by any 
standard a remarkable transformation which can 
open ail doors before a true Arab- Israeli reconcilia- 
tion and a lasting settlement to the Palestinian prob- 
lem. 

There had been speculation that no such meeting 
could take place in the absence of the resolution of 
all outstanding issues separating the two parties, 
including the redeployment of the Israeli army in 
Hebron. Indeed Netanyahu himself had precluded 
the holding of just “a ceremonial meeting" with 
Arafat and insisted on a substantive venue that 
would crown agreement on all pending issues. 
During his election campaign, the Likud leader 
pledged never to talk personally with Arafat or 
shake hands with him unless it was absolutely nec- 
essary for Israel's security. Now. however, not only is 
the situation different, * the perceptions too are 
changing. Which makes the shift in the Israeli 
leader's attitudes and policies all the more impor- 
tant since it could herald the start of a new era in 
Palestinian-Israeli relations. 

The fact that the majority of the Israeli electorate 
has supported the Netanyahu-Arafat summit 
reflects a new mood among Israelis including hard- 
liners who had cast their votes for the Likud or 
worse. According to a poll published by the newspa- 
per Maariv, 77 per cent or the Israeli population 
, . approved of the meeting. Another poll undertaken. 1 
nV Dahaf Institute and published Friday by Yediot 
.^aronot ; c^^irnied the finding that Israelis over- 
^Hielmingly ’welcomed the move. 

True a minority within the Likud hierarchy 
opposed the meeting and that opposition was given 
expression by people like Ariel Sharon and Benny 
Begin. But the Israeli foreign minister, David Levy, 
may have reflected faithfully the new emerging per- 
spective among Israelis including the hardliners 
when he warned that the failure of the peace process 
with the Palestinians would spell “a return to hell." 
Both Netany ahu and Levy even went farther when 
the prime minister threatened ‘to fire” cabinet 
members who refused to toe the new line. “Those 
who think that the meeting was a defeat or catastro- 
phe only have to leave." Levy said. 

The importance of the encounter, though, remains 
to he tested. It is well-known that Netanyahu went to 
the meeting with Arafat grudgingly. The Israeli 
leader admitted afterwards that shaking hands with 
him “wasn't easy." Wc also know that he quickly 
qualified his declaration at the conclusion of the 
meeting that “both sides reiterate their commitment 
to the interim agreements and their determination 
tn carry out its implementation.'' by suggesting that 
both sides need “to take into account the needs and 
requirements -of each other on the basis of reciproc- 
ity and the assurance of the security and well-being 
of both Israelis and Palestinians. It is also probably 
true that Netanyahu wanted to rid himself of the 
complex against facing Arafat prior to his visit to 
Washington Mondaj to meet President Bill Clinton. 

The real test of any possible positive evolutionary 
change in the perceptions or Israelis especially the 
supporters of Likud would occur, however, when 
they support the ending of their deeply rooted 
apartheid-like policies against the Palestinians. To 
start to regard Palestinians as fellow human beings 
entitled to all basic civic, economic and political 
human rights would contain the seeds for the his- 
toric reconciliation between the two peoples. 
Dehumanising the Palestinians by denying them 
recognition was. is and will always be a great obsta- 
cle to sound and equal Isracli-Palestinian relations. 
Netanyahu may have blazed a new trail and taken a 
fresh approach but it needs to be cemented by 
actions all tlie way. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

\ WRITHE FOR A! Ku'i daily Saturday dealt with 
Turkey’'* declared intention of creating a "security 
/one” within the Iraqi territory alone its borders with 
hkj :»n«Jcr the pretext of guaranteeing security against 
continued Kurdish attacks. Such a move, which 
reminds the Arab people of the Israeli security zone in 
.stmt hem Lebanon, would constitute a grave danger to 
the Arab Nation and not for Iraq alone, said Sultan A! 
Haiiub. The Turkish plan, which enjoys backing from 
the United State's is a flagrant intervention in" Iraq’s 
interna! ai fairs and an encroachment on Iraq’s sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity, continued the writer. 
Should Turkey cany out its plan benefiting from the 
volatile situation in Iraq, it would open the way for a 
similar Iranian move and could invite intervention from 
iitii/r powers in the region including Israel which has 
.‘i'd'iri. ms in the Arab World, said the writer. By 
• :k.i' ovievin o' cr the anution in Iraq and 

i'-mg over the pligh' ol the Iraqi people, the Arab 
: eg imes are not doing anything at all to protect the so- 
called Arab order, he said, adding that if they remain 
passive towards the developments in the region, offer- 
ing only lip service m the Iraqi people, they would 
expose the whole area us well as Iraq i*> fragmentation 
ami loss. | 
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Jordan ranks high in global competitiveness 


JORDAN ATTAINED a satisfactory position in the contest 
for competitiveness. It came 28di among 49 countries cov- 
ered by die “Global Competitiveness Report 1996” issued by 
the World Economic Forum, Geneva. Switzerland. Among 
the countries covered by the report were Egypt which ranked 
29th. just behind Jordan, and Israel which was placed in the 
24th position, only four places ahead of Jordan. At the top of 
the list was Singapore, while Russia occupied the bottom. 

As Far as the economic performance in Jordan is con- 
cerned. the report stated that the value of gross domestic 
product (GDP) of Jordan in 1996 is estimated at $7 billion, 
which is roughly correct. However, the report mentioned chat 
the per capita GDP of Jordan is S 1,21 1 which is wrong. The 
right figure is SI. 628. It seems that the compilers of the 
report divided the GDP over the total population of the East 
Bonk and the West Bank i.e.. 5.8 million, instead of distrib- 
uting it over the population of Jordan, estimated at 4.3 mil- 
lion. 

The Global Competitiveness Report dealt with Jordanian 
economic performance in 1995 from five points of view: 

First, the real economic growth of GDP which was 6.4 per 
cent. Here the report assigned to Jordan four stars. 

Second, the real growth rate of exports was 10.S per cent. 


which earned Jordan three stars. 

Third, the ratio of new foreign direct investment of GDP 
which was very low and accordingly did not deserve more 
than one star. 

Fourth, the consumer inflation rate which was 2.4 per cent 
which gave Jordan five stars. 

Fifth, the rate of unemployment which was estimated at 
14.8 of the labour force, too high to allow more than one star. 

The report picked eight clusters of structural characteristics 
of each country to judge its overall competitiveness, which 
were termed “the eight factors of competitiveness.” 

The first is openness of the economy to international trade 
and finance. Here Jordan was given the 35th rank. 

The second is the role of government budget and regulation 
i.e.. the quality of the government and public administration. 
Here Jordan came in the 16th position. 

The third is the development of financial markets and 
banking system. Here Jordan was 26th on the list. 

The fourth is the quality of infrastructure and basic ser- 
vices. Here Jordan was 28th on the list. 

The fifth is the quality of technology where Jordan was in 
the 30th position. 

The sixth is the quality of business management. In this 


sensitive area Jordan came 38th in (he list of nations^ 

The seventh is labour market flexibility. Here- Jordan was 
placed in the 35 position. ....... 

Finally’, the quality of judicial and political institutions 
where Jordan occupied the 24th position among the 49 

^According to the Global Competitiveness Report, the best 
sector in Jordan is its Government and public administration, 
followed by its judicial and political institutions, then its 
financial market, and its infrastructure, in that order 
The worst sectors, according to the report are business 
management followed by the labour market the degree of 
openness to international markets, and the state of technolo- 
gy. in th 31 order. , , 

" There is no evidence that the above observations and the 
ranks are 100 per cent accurate, but they give some indica- 
tors which are worth our attention. They can help us pinpoint 
the strong points in the Jordanian economy to promote, and 
the weak point to reform. 

.All in all. the report was favourable. The economic perfor- 
mance in Jordan may be satisfactory to foreign observers, but 
we should not be satisfied with a mediocre performance in 
anv sector of our life. 


Netanyahu and the peace process A United Nations to 
Inheriting the goose with the golden egg heal, link the nations 


By Naseer H. Aruri 

THE DEFEAT of Shimon 
Peres in the Israeli elections last 
June sent shock waves through- 
out the Middle East, the U.S. 
and Europe. The consensus 
was that the “peace process” 
had been dealt a severe, if not 
fatal, blow. After all, it had been 
widely assumed that the diplo- 
matic developments of the past 
three years constituted a mile- 
stone in the history of the Arab- 
Lsrueli conflict, and that more 
than a quartcr-ccntury of U.S. 
diplomatic efforts had finally 
paid off. Concurrently, Likud, 
who gave U.S. diplomacy its 
first success in the Middle East, 
ton the Egyptian- Israeli track in 
197S). were assumed to be 
spoilers on the Palestinian and 
Syrian cracks: their opposition 
to Oslo was a matter of public 
reconi hence the consternation. 

And yet the diplomatic 
record of the past three years is 
full of spectacular gains . for 
Israek Morc tijan anything else, 
the “peace process” has helped 
Israel realise 1 '" crucial policy 
goals and enabled the Zionist 
movement io fulfill strategic 
ambitions enunciated 1 00 years 
ago. Peace has been so popular 
in Israel that Netanyahu, the 
opponent of the “peace" candi- 
date, had to repeatedly confirm 
and emphasise his commitment 
to international agreements and 
to “peace". Why. then, would 
he overlook the tangible and 
enormously beneficial conse- 
quences of “peace"? 

Israel's peace process gains 

Relations with the U.S. have 
nev er been closer. Never before 
has brae! had such cane 
blanche from Washington — to 
confiscate Arab land, build set- 
tlements. enlarge Jerusalem, 
terrorise Lebanon, impoverish 
the Palestinians and sustain 
such transgressions with U.S. 
tux-payers’ funds. Security 
Council vetoes and controver- 
sial standing ovations. 

Not only has Israel been able 
to shed tire pariah image t»r the 
past three decades, but it has 
been transformed into a special 
stale and rewarded with promi- 
nence, making it the oracle in 
the field of security and terror- 
ism. Its expertise in security 
affairs, technology, health ser- 
vices and irrigation is regularly 
sought by countries in Asia. 
.Africa and the Muslim coun- 
tries of the old USSR, most of 
whom did not even have con- 
sular relations with Israel 
before Oslo. The state which 
has set a record in the practice 
of state terrorism, including 
such egregious crimes and 
breaches as collective punish- 
ment, muss expulsions, tenure, 
house demolition, death squads 
assassinations, among others, is 
now seen us credible, civilised 
,md responsible. The Oslo 
process even facilitated a Nobel 
Peace Prize lor the late Yitzhak 
Rabin 

The peace process has been 
good for business as more and 
more Israeli companies enter 
new markets in hitherto closed 
ureas. Israel now has one of the 
highest GDP growth rates 
among developed economics. 
Its per capita GDP Unlay 
exceeds SI5JM). compared to 
$3.4011 21) years ago. pi, icing il 
20th in the world. Israel now 
spends less than 100 per cent of 
its GDP on defence. It spent 30 
per cent in the 1970s. The 
peace process has opened 
numerous export markets for a 
country w ith a small domestic 
market and whose Growth can 


only be enhanced by expanding 
exports. 

No longer willing to devote 
so many precious resources to 
military expenditure. Israel will 
be able to assure security and 
regional hegemony through the 
use of advanced technology 
and minimal reliance on tradi- 
tional techniques which over- 
burden its limited human 
resources. One of the world's 
most developed economies is 
being created in a society 
which has been sustained by 
U.S. grants i'570 billion in total 
so fur), slave-like Palestinian 
labour and land and water 
mostly acquired through con- 
quest. This economic trend is 
enhanced by its deal with the 
Palestinian authority. The Oslo 
process and the PNA are there- 
fore pan of an Israeli negotiat- 
ing strategy, which is pan and 
parcel of its strategic planning 
for the 2 1st century. 

Diplomatic intercourse with 
the Arab. World was the direct 
reMrlt bf the ' ‘‘‘historic ‘ hand- 
shake.'' There is now- foil-diplo- 
matic representation with 
Egypt and Jordan and quasi- 
diplomatic relations with more 
than a half a dozen Arab coun- 
tries. not to mention relations 
with numerous Muslim states 
for the first time since the cre- 
ation of Israel. Moreover. Oslo 
has detached the Palestinian 
dimension from the Arab fac- 
tor. Peace with Syria, for exam- 
ple, is no longer dependent on 
Israeli compliance with U.N. 
resolutions on Palestine. Peace 
with die less steadfast Arab 
states is not even dependent on 
Israeli compliance with 
Resolution 242 as it applies to 
Syria, or with Resolution 425 
as it applies to Lebanon, not to 
mention Jerusalem, refugees, 
settlements and water. 

The PLO has been trans- 
formed, thanks to Oslo, from 
the liberation movement of the 
Palestinian people to Israel's 
warden and gendarme in 
Palestinian Buntustaru. such us 
Gaza. Jericho. Nablus, and 
Ramallah. PLO institutions 
such as the PNC have been 
used to legitimise die Zionist 
enterprise and it> various con- 
quests. so that resistance to an 
illegal military' occupation is 
reclassified us ail act of random 
terror, the suppression of which 
by the new subcontractor and 
former resistance fighter is an 
obligatory condition for contin- 
uing the talks and the meagre 
U.S. subsidy. This is the real 
significance of the April PNC 
amendment to die National 
Covenant, alas, not even to 
Netanyahu’s full satisfaction. 

Overall, peace for Israel has 
meant prosperity, hegemony, 
normalisation and the effective 
fragmentation of Palestinian 
society, thus retarding its strug- 
gle lor independence and state- 
hood. If Israel hits never had it 
so good. why would 
Netanyahu then kill the goose 
that laid die golden egg? The 
fact is that contrary to a widely 
held belief, he is not opposed to 
the peace process. His cam- 
paign rhetoric and post-cam- 
paign statements were designed 
to extract from the peace 
process bigger and better divi- 
dends by exploiting the winter 
spate of suicide bombings and 
by blackmailing Arafat. As for 
the U.S. he knew beforehand 
that Clinton'* opposition to his 
ctuididacv did not constitute an 
opposition to his policies. 
Recent events have shown that 
the Clinton administration is a 
follower rather than a leader in 
die Middle East. Even in the 
unlikely event that the adminis- 


tration were to stand up for its 
guarantor rights over the peace 
process. Israel's U.S. domestic 
proxies and tributaries, who arc 
now entrenched in key con- 
gressional committees, have 
the means to render the attempt 
superfluous. 

Netanyahu's 
“new framework" 

How will Netanyahu then 
reshape this peace process, and 
what does he intend to achieve? 
Will his goals differ from those 
of Peres or will only the means 
be different? An analysis of his 
post-campaign speeches, inter- 
views and statements by key 
advisers in recent weeks indi- 
cates that there is a plan of 
action already in place. 
Contrary to what U.S. officials 
have been telling Arab leaders, 
the new Israeli government 
does not need time to transform 
the campaign rhetoric into poli- 
cy. Although Netanyahu is not 

ioi'owri HgotpiJs‘'ihd : sys- 

tematic policy maker. ’his gov- 
ernment has a detailed state- 
ment of policy guidelines. The 
intentions of his new govern- 
ment are certainly not unclear. 

Washington’s plea for pru- 
dence on the part of .Arab lead- 
ers and President Mubarak's 
assurances that the real 
Netanyahu is yet to emerge 
either reflect calculated politi- 
cal strategies or express politi- 
cal naivete. It is not matter of a 
reasonable interval which mast 
separate the candidate from the 
prime minister Netanyahu's 
campaign promises were, in 
fact meant to be translated into 
public policy, a framework for 
which has already been delin- 
eated. There is also a verbal 
strategy, which Netanyahu 
himself uses, especially when 
addressing ihe U.S. and it is 
usually synchronised with his 
policy objectives. Netanyahu's 
policy revolves around three 
dominant themes relating to 
Israel's security interests. 
Palestinians’ concerns and the 
nature of peace. 

Israel's overall interest is 
defined as “security” itself 
described by Netanyahu as one 
of the pillars of peace. Security 
has three main dimensions: 
FirsL a strategic dimension, 
based on the principle that 
Israel must be in a position to 
guarantee its own security with 
its own forces stationed along 
the River Jordan, the Golan 
Heights and the Rafah border. 
While Arafat’s police apparatus 
has a crucial role to play in 
guarding Israel’s security, its 
own forces must remain in a 
position to exercise all options, 
including hot pursuit into the 
autonomous zones at will. The 
“external security" clause in the 
first Oslo agreement, which 
was a bone of contention 
between Rabin and Arafat in 
late 1993, was meant to ensure 
thaL all points of entry arid exit 
a matter of sovereignty, were 
firmly in Israel’s hand, with the 
PNA performing u window- 
dressing role. 

For Netanyahu, “external" 
and "demographic” security are 
inextricable: Control of the for- 
mer is a necessary condition for 
ensuring the latter, since die 
Palestinians should not be in a 
position id “Hood Judaea and 
Samaria with refugees." in the 
words of Dore Gold, the 
American academic who is 
being described as 
"Netanyahu’s Kissinger." 
Ironically, the settler from 
Hanford. Connecticut, consid- 
ers the return of indigenous 
Palestinian refugees, as man- 


dated by U.N. resolutions but 
deferred by Oslo to final status 
negotiations, a lethal act that 
would tip the demographic bal- 
ance against Jews. For him a 
Jewish majority is synonymous 
with demographic security, and 
both can be guaranteed by 
excluding a sovereign role for 
the Palestinians on the question 
of borders. Hence a Palestinian 
state, which would have its 
own immigration policy, is 
totally rejected. 

The three other dimensions 
of security — settlements, 
water and greater Jerusalem — 
are. likewise, effective non- 
negotiable. The “Guidelines of 
the Government of Israel.” 
published on June 17. confer a 
permanent status on the Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank. 
Gaza and the Golan Heights 
similar to those in Israel proper 
— in Galilee and the Negev — 
all of which are considered of 
“national importance to Israel's 
defence and an expression of 
Zionist 'ftilftUmertf'.' 1 Placing all 
settlements, whether in Arab 
territory occupied in 1948 or in 
1967. in the same category, is 
an ominous signal that the dis- 
tinction between Israel proper 
(1948) and occupied territory 
( 1967 ) has been rendered irrel- 
evant. The right of Jews to set- 
tle anywhere in Mandate 
Palestine is regarded as pan of 
the free movement of persons 
and goods. 

According to Gold's inter- 
view with Yediot Aharonot on 
June 4. and to the 'Guidelines" 
of Netanyahu's government, 
water supplies from the Golan 
Heights and “Judaea and 
Samaria" arc also vital to state 
securin’ and must, therefore 
remain under Israeli control. 
Israels well-known and long- 
standing policy on the status of 
Jerusalem, which stands at 
variance with international law 
and the will of the international 
community, was reaffirmed by 
Netanyahu, to u resounding 
ovation from the U.S. Congress 
in a joint session on July lu. 

The concept of security with 
its four dimensions renders the 
whole phenomenon of final sta- 
tus negotiations, considered the 
true test of Arafat’s gamble, 
superfluous. The issues of bor- 
ders. sovereignty, water, settle- 
ments. and Jerusalem have 
already been determined by the 
requirements of "strategic and 
demographic security.” as well 
as by Biblical imperatives. 

Netanyahu’s "new frame- 
work." which embodies these 
imperatives, then allocates sub- 
sidiary' interests and concerns 
in accordance with the primacy 
of his multi-dimensional con- 
cept of security. Thus. 
Palestinian "concerns" will be 
met only insofar as Israel's 
security permits. Dore Gold has 
resurrected a phrase used by 
Netanyahu when he was 
deputy foreign minister in 
Shamir's government in 1990: 
"Maximum autonomy for the 
Palestinians with Israel main- 
taining maximum security for 
itself." 

That maximum autonomy. , 
however, will not stop the 
enlargement of Israeli settle- 
ments. it will noL ensure with- 
drawal from Hebron, nor will it 
gram the Palestinians territorial 
contiguity within a decent por- 
tion of the West Bank, nor will 
it give them the irreducible 
minimum for political or eco- 
nomic independence. And it 
will keep Jerusalem irrevoca- 
bly off-limits — Middle East 
International. 


By Jan Eliasson 

STOCKHOLM — The 5th 
session of the General 
Assembly closes on Sept 13. 
at the end of the first haif-cen- 
tury of the United Nations. It 
is time to take stock. Many 
expected the anniversary to be 
an occasion for reforming and 
renewing the United Nations, 
j But the organisation's crisis is 
as serious as it was a year ago. 

The United Nations has not 
recovered from setbacks suf- 
fered in Somalia. Rwanda and 
former Yugoslavia. The finan- 
cial crisis persists, with unpaid 
dues close to $3 billion. 
Uncertainty surrounds the 
coming election of the secre- 
tary-general. 

The United Nations saves 
lives every day with its 
humanitarian and develop- 
ment programmes and suc- 
cessful peacekeeping opera- 
tions. It remains unique as an 
instrument for finding global 
solutions to global probleriis. 
But it is not 'performing to 
capacity. It suffers from 
bureaucratic inertia. 

Few dispute the need for 
change, bur many fear the 
implications of change. 

Cost-cutting and downsiz- 
ing are not sufficient goals in 
themselves. The aim of 
reform must be to strengthen 
the organisation and identify' 
what it is best at doing. And 
reform has to go hand in hand 
with acceptance of members' 
financial obligations. 

The United Nations may ar 
times be ineffective, but not 
because of its size. The secre- 
tariat in New York employs 
fewer than 5.000 staff mem- 
bers. 

A more effective United 
Nations will require reform 
throughout the system. This 
will allow for a rational dis- 
cussion of mandates, policy 
and funding. And a proper 
division of labour has to be 
found with other important 
actors such as regional and 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions. 

There is no lack of reform 
proposals. What is lacking is a 
common vision of why we 
need the United Nations and 
in which direction it should 
go. The name itself points at 
one fundamental objective: to 
unite the nations. 

With interdependence and 
globalisation come fragmen- 
tation and marginalisation. 
The nation-suue is challenged 
by integration and global mar- 
kets. It is threatened bv ethnic 


and religious strife, civil war 
and social breakdown. Many 
countries benefit from open 
international relations, but 
others are neglected. This is 
not a solid basis for peace and 
prosperity. 

The United Nations has a 
unique role in laving a durable 
foundation of solidarity and 
balance amid the centrifugal 
forces in international rela- 
tions. 

It is a body in which the 
small and poor members of 
the international community 
have a say. It is essential that 
there be one universal forum 
in which all states can deal 
with each other as equals. If 
the rights of the weak are 
respected, the rights of the 
strong will also be protected 

.And it stands for ideals that 
are fundamental in keeping 
nations and societies together. 
Respect for human rights and 
basic freedoms, without dis- 
Ji Action of race. 'sex. language 
or religion, i s a key purpose 
set out in the U.N. Charter So 
are economic and social 
development 

No organisation is in a better 
position to promote peace and 
democracy on a global scale. 
U.N. action for international 
peace and security should be 
strengthened in particular by: 

• Developing foe new gener- 
ation of U.N. peacekeeping 
operations. There has to be 
better coordination between 
political, military and human- 
itarian efforts. 

• Strengtiiening U.N. capa- 
bility in conflict prevention. A 
wide range of instruments to 
assist states in this are at the 
disposal of the United 
Nations, regional organisa- 
tions and other actore. They 
need to be developed and 
used. 

• Improving consultation 
between the Security Council 
and the U.N. membership. In 
particular, troop-contributing 
countries must be more close- 
ly involved at all stages. 

The United Nations was 
built on the vision of a world 
in peace and freedom, in 
which nations cooperate for 
economic and social develop- 
ment — a life in dignity for 
all. It is time to renew our 
commitment to that vision. 

The writer. Swedish secre- 
tary- of state for foreign affairs, 
is a former U.N. undersecre- 
tary-general for humanitarian 
affairs. The article is reprint- 
ed from the International 
Herald Tribune. 


U.S. elections and Iraq bashing 

To the Editor: 

THE ATTACK of George Bash on Iraq as a last ditch to save 
ms election prospects proved fruitless. Now Clinton is trying 
the same tncucs. oblivious to the fact that economic conditions 
in his country are the most .significant factor in deciding his 
election fortunes. But there is another side to the story. 

It is not international public opinion” conditioned by the 
machines ol Israel Beer von Reuter and Murdoch and their 
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(Continued from page 1) 

private sector instead of 
creating obstacles which 
impede social and econom- 
ic development.” he added. 

Mr. Kabariti called on the 
private and public sectors 
to jointly shoulder respon- 
sibilities to create a climate 
conducive to international, 
regional and domestic com- 
petition. 

Addressing the meeting, 
attended by Arab and for- 
eign participants as well as 
members of the private and 
public sectors in Jordan. 
Mr. Kabariti noted that 
Jordan was implementing 


an economic restructuring 
programme in cooperation 
with the International Mon- 
etary Fund to create a more 
competitive economy. 

Minister of Administra- 
tive Development Kama! 
Nasser told the conference 
that economic globalisation 
had fuelled competition. 
Therefore, he said, that 
countries with geographic 
proximity should create a 
climate of understanding 
and coordination in order to 
encounter greater competi- 
tion. 

He added that technologi- 
cal globalisation had also 
encouraged the establish- 


Jordan hopes to bolster ties 
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end economic ties as well 
as regional and 
international issues of con- 
cern to the two countries, 
particularly the peace 
process, were also dis- 
cussed at the meeting, 
which was attended by 
Minister of Pl annin g Rima 
Khalaf and U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Wesley 
Egan. 

The prime minister was 
quoted as saying that Jor- 
dan was keen on pursuing 


efforts to develop its eco- 
nomic ties with the U.S. 
and praised the U.S. role in 
sponsoring the Middle East 
peace process. 

Earlier Saturday. Dr. Kha- 
laf and Mrs. Spero held for- 
mal talks at the Ministry of 
Planning in the presence of 
the ministers of finance and 
transport as well as the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
governor and other officials 
during which a general 
review was made of the 
U.S. economic aid to the 
Kingdom during the past 


ment of successful econom- 
ic institutions. 

Thus, he added, privati- 
sation has become a neces- 
sity in order to attract for- 
eign investments and for- 
eign currency. 

The meeting, organised 
by the Ministry of Adminis- 
trative Development in 
cooperation with the World 
Bank, brought together 
participants from 

international organisations, 
and donor countries. 

Participating are minis- 
ters and officials from 
Egypt, Kuwait. Palestine, 
Yemen, Algiers. Saudi Ara- 
bia, Sudan, Bahrain, Oman, 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Morocco, Qatar, 
Lebanon and Tunisia. 


year. 

The two sides agreed to 
embark on negotiations od 
a formal agreement to 
organise investments and 
another dealing with air 
transport. 

Also discussed at the 
meeting were a number of 
regional economic projects 
which are currently studied 
by American firms. These 
include projects for the 
development of the Jordan 
Rift Valley, the airport at 
Aqaba and preparations for 
the Cairo conference. 


GCC studies its options 
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action. Baghdad has been under crip- 
pling U.N. sanctions since it invaded 
the emirate. 

Delegates remained tight-lipped after 
the first round of talks, clearly reluctant 
to openly criticise the United States 
which plays a key military role in pro- 
tecting their oil nch' countries. 

A Kuwaiti delegate, expressing his 
country’s “understanding tor the tough 
American action," said his country was 
seeking support for the action from fel- 
low GCC members although other del- 
egates said this was unlikely. 

Mr. Ben Allawi, whose country cur- 
rently chairs the six-member GCC, said 
after the first meeting that “the issue is 
sensitive and delicate.” 

He added that the Kuwaiti proposal 
would be discussed during an evening 
session of talks. 

Nuri Nejra A1 Marsumi, undersecre- 
tary at Iraq's culture and information 
ministry, on Saturday uiged the Gulf 
states to settle disputes and establish 
peace in the region without U.S. inter- 
vention. 

Iraq on Friday appealed to Gulf states 
to bury past grievances and condemn 
“American aggression” against Iran. 

Newspapers in Qatar and the UAE 
said the Gulf foreign ministers must 
also take a firm stand against Turkish 

E lans to set up a security zone inside 
aq. 

Al Bayan daily from the. UAE urged 
the GCC ministers to reject the plan to 
create security zones aimed at prevent- 


ing Turkish Kurdish separatists from 
launching cross-border attacks on 
Turkey, It urged them to defend “Iraq's 
sovereignty and territorial integrity." 

“The Arabs can only reject the ‘secu- 
rity zones’ as they rejected the security 
zone' which Israel has established in 
South Lebanon," it said. 

The Turkish plan was also sharply 
denounced by two other UAE dailies, 
Al Khaleej and Al Ittihad, as well as by 
Qatar’s newspapersAl Watan and Al 
Raya. 

“It’s the recent American military 
attack against Iraq which encouraged 
Turkey to envisage the creation of 
security zones, which violates the sov- 
ereignty and territorial integrity of this 
Arab country." Al Watan said. 

“The American crime is a dangerous 
precedent in international relations,” 
said Al Raya, which hailed the failure 
of Britain to win enough support in the 
U.N. Security Council for condemna- 
tion of Iraq’s raid into Kurdistan. 

Al Ittihad charged that “the American 
attack does not seek to punish the Iraqi 
regime but rather to destroy systemati- 
cally a country and starve an Arab peo- 
ple/' 

“The U.S.-Iraqi confrontation has 
turned into an incitement from neigh- 
bouring countries Iran and Turkey to 
destroy Iraq," the paper 

said. 

Al Khaleej daily, referring to the U.S. 
election campaign, asked: “Does the 
path to the White House have to lead 
through Iraqi territory?” 


Prime minister 
urges new 
agricultural Policy 
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national scheme aimed 
at increasing the King- 
dom's wheat produc- 
tion. 

Quoted by Al Ra'i 

Arabic daily, the min- 
ister said that the plan 
aims at helping Jordan 
produce an additional 
150,000 tonnes of 
wheat annually 

through cultivating 

950, (XjO dunums oT 
land in rain-fed, and 
irrigated lands. 

The Agricultural 

Council on Saturday 
reviewed recommen- 
dations by a national 
committee connected 
with promoting the 
agricultural production 
and encouraging farm- 
ers to grow more cere- 
als ana plant more fruit 
trees. particularly 


vines and dates, as 
well as measures for 
saving on water con- 
sumption. 

The committee had 
recommended that the 
government write off 
part of the loans to the 
farmers, improve the 
quality of water in the 
King Talal Dam and 
include a special 
clause on agriculture 
wherever this is possi- 
ble in trade agreements 
with other countries. 

The committee had 
also recommended 
that further facilities 
be offered to the farm- 
ers to help them export 
more agricultural 
products to Arab states 
and provide loans to 
encourage exports. 
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Iraq hails defeat 


(Continued from page 11 

ic ihe expansion of a “no- 
fly” zone to Baghdad’s 
southern suburbs, according 
to U.S. officials. 

“The Iraqi people were not 
subjugated and the Iraqi 
army was not weakened. The 
people and the Iraqi army 
will remain giants and their 
enemies dwarfs.” Babel said. 

In Washington, Mr. Clinton 
paid a similar tribute to the 
U.S. military personnel who 
launched the raids on Iraq 
and announced he will sign 
the i 997 defence spending 
bill to keep diem ready and 
able. 

“This week our nation’s 
armed forces once again have 
shown their extraordinary 
skill and strength, this time in 
a critical mission in Iraq,” 
Mr. Clinton said in his week- 
ly radio address. 

He reported that the missile 
strikes carried out Tuesday 
and Wednesday had success- 
fully curbed Iraq’s military 
might. 

But the Pentagon said late 
Friday that only half the 44 
cruise missiles fired at Iraqi 
air defence installations hit 
within 13 metres of their 
targets, and several did not 
tire at all. 

Pentagon spokesman Ken- 
neth Bacon defended the SI .5 
million missiles, however, 
saving they worked as well 
as expected. 

Fifteen Iraqi targets were 
selected tor the cruise missile 
attacks and Mr. Bacon said 
the missile attack suppressed 
Iraq’s air defence system in 
southern Iraq, and by that 
standard was successful. 

Of eight surface-to-air mis- 
sile sites targetted. Five sites 
were severely damaged, one 
was damaged or vacated, and 
two targets were moved 
before the cruise missiles 
struck. Mr. Bacon said. 

There were seven air 
defence and command and 
control targets, he said. 

One was destroyed or 
severely damaged, four were 
damaged to the point they 
were crippled or abandoned, 
and there was no damage or 
only minor damage to two 
targets. 


U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher indicated 
in a German newspaper inter- 
view that there might be 
more attacks against Iraq if 
Iraq failed to understand the 
“message*’ of this week's 
missile strikes. 

In an interview with Bild 
Am Sonntag released ahead 
of publication on Sunday. 
Mr. Christopher was quoted 
as saying the cruise missile 
strikes against Iraq were an 
"appropriate response” to 
Iraq’s incursion into the Kur- 
dish north. 

“We are satisfied with our 
necessary and appropriate 
response." Mr. Christopher 
told the newspaper. "It is the 
right message to Saddam 
Hussein.” 

Mr. Christopher added: 
“We very much hope that 
Saddam truly understands the 
message that we delivered. If 
he doesn’t, we reserve the 
right to proceed with further 
appropriate step.” 

The Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK), which was 
ousted from Erbil last week, 
said on Friday the rival Iraqi- 
backed Kurdistan Democrat- 
ic Party (KDP) had attacked 
positions in five villages 
around Halabja. 10 kilome- 
tres from the Iranian 
border. 

The PUK said KDP and 
Iraqi forces had started to 
advance from Erbil along the 
north route towards the PUK 
stronghold of Sulaimaniyeh 
via Degala and the key town 
of Koi Sanjaq. 

But U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said on Friday 
Washington was satisfied 
Iraqi troops were leaving 
Kurdish areas after their 
offensive into the safe haven 
set up for Kurds in northern 
Iraq by the U.S. -led alliance 
after the 1991 Gulf war. 

Asked by reporters in 
Washington if he was satis- 
fied with the withdrawal of 
Iraqi forces from northern 
Iraq. Mr. Perry said: 

“So far. so good.” 

The Iraqi move into north- 
ern Iraq has set back U.S. 
covert plans to topple Presi- 
dent Saddam, the New York 
Times reported Saturday. 

The Times, citing-, an 


untiamed U.S. intelligence 
official, said the handful of 
covert Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) officers over- 
seeing the stepped-up opera- 
tion in northern Iraq fled the 
country last week when Iraqi 
troops moved on Erbil. 

The paper reported they 
were the only U.S. spies left 
in the mountains and valleys 
north of Baghdad. 

The departure of the U.S. 
intelligence officers involved 
in the effort, which the paper 
reported President Clinton 
ordered expanded last Janu- 
ary. will make the operation 
in northern Iraq ; 7 very diffi- 
cult” to continue, the paper 
quoted one official as say- 
ing. 

Mr. Clinton's secret order 
directed the CIA to provide 
weapons, organise some mil- 
itary training and install 
intelligence gathering equip- 
ment for the groups seeking 
to overthrow President Sad- 
dam, the officials said. 

The CIA was reportedly 
spending some S20 million 
this year on removing the 
Iraqi leader from power, the 
paper reported. 

Iraq’s ruling Baath Party on 
Saturday urged Arabs to use 
more than statements and 
declarations to retaliate 

against the ‘‘American 
aggression.” 

“Statements and declara- 
tions condemning the Ameri- 
can aggression are not 

enough,” the Baath Party 
leadership said in a statement 
carried in the official press. 

“So that support for Iraq 
has an effect on American 
enemies and their servants, it 
is necessary to adopt other 
means of struggle." the 
statement said without elabo- 
rating. 

“Faced with plots target- 
ting Iraq. Palestine, South 
Lebanon. the occupied 
(Golan) Heights ... and the 
conspiracy of governments 
which have squandered the 
nation’s wealth, we need a 
firm and efficient stand," it 
said. This would be “in line 
with a new programme of 
struggle and new means of 
collective action.” it added. 


Turkey presses ‘security zone’ plan 
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Seini as she carried personal 
belongings on her back down 
the road outside Banek. 

“The Turks and (Iraqi Presi- 
dent) Saddam Hussein 
both...ki» us when they can. 
We need the United Stales to 
come and save us. Seini, 70. 
said. 

Turkish troops and armour 
have massed along the rugged 
border in recent days, but so 
far no large-scale operation 
has been launched. 

Britain has said it “under- 
stood” Turkey’s desire to 
strengthen security on its bor- 
der with Iraq, but has asked 
Ankara not to intervene mili- 
tarily in a manner which 
"could inflame further the sit- 


uation” in the region. 

Baghdad has rejected 
Turkey’s project, saying it is a 
“v iolation of Iraq ’s sovereign- 
ty and territorial integrity.” 

Russia warned that (he 
Turkish plan would seriously 
violate Iraqi sovereignty and. 
may further destabilise the sit- 
uation in the region. 

“Whatever the motivation 
for this move, it represents a 
serious violation of the territo- 
rial integrity of a sovereign 
country," the Russian foreign 
ministry said. 

"Given the present rather 
tense situation in the region, 
such an action by Ankara may 
only destabilise the situation 
even more," it said. 

Syria firmly told Turkey 
that it was against the Turkish 


plan, saying the move threat- 
ened Iraq’s national integrity. 

The official Syrian News 
Agency (SANA! said the Syr- 
ian Foreign Ministry sum- 
moned the Turkish ambas- 
sador in Damascus to convey 
the message that Syria “is 
against the security zone in 
the Iraqi lands under whatever 
pretext might that be." 

“Setting such zones contra- 
dicts the United Nations Char- 
ter and the articles of the 
international law” SANA 
said. "It contradicts all the 
announced positions of 
Turkey” the agency said, 
referring to meetings among 
Syria, Iran and Turkey in 
which participants have 
stressed their commitment to 
maintaining Iraq's unity. 


Christopher urges Israel 
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fortable relationship 
with Arafat.” 

Mr. Arafat said on Sat- 
urday that peace in the 
Middle East was still in 
grave danger despite his 
landmark meeting with 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

Speaking at an 
international business 
forum at a north Italian 
lakeside resort, Mr. 
Arafat appealed to the 
European Union (EU) 
to lend its support to 
boosting the shattered 
Palestinian economy 
and reviving the stalled 
peace process. 

Mr. Arafat said Israel 
was threatening peace 
by failing to implement 
outstanding issues in a 
1993 peace deal 
between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), 
such as the withdrawal 
of its troops from 
Hebron and other parts 
of the West Bank. 

“This peace process 
faces real dangers as a 
result of the pplicies of 
the new Israeli govern- 
ment" said Mr. Arafat. 

He attacked Israel’s 
policies “on the issue of 
holy Jerusalem, where it 
forbids Muslims and 
Christians from carry- 
ing out their religious 
rites, its deliberate delay 
to redeploy from the 
city of Hebron and its 
deliberate delay to carry 
out the pending issues 


of the transition stage." 

Mr. Arafat said on Fri- 
day evening that the 
1993 peace agreement 
signed oy Israel and the 
PLO must be respected. 
“We are not asking for 
the moon, we are asking 
for what has been 
agreed upon and what 
has been signed to be 
implemented,” Mr. 
Arafat said. 

Mr, Arafat’s meeting 
with the newly-elected 
Netanyahu at a brief 
summit on Wednesday 
was “the ice-breaker, 
shattering a barrier put 
up by certain circles to 
block the peace process, 
the peace of the orave/* 
the Palestinian leader 
said. 

Mr. Arafat was quoted 
by Italian daily La 
Repubblica on Saturday 
as saying that it was too 
early to determine 
whether the meeting 
with Mr. Netanyahu had 
made any real progress. 

“Frankly, I am still not 
able to say whether it 
was just a symbolic pro- 
paganda meeting or one 
of substance, Mr. 
Arafat told the newspa- 
per in an interview. 

Mr. Arafat said he had 
told the Israeli premier 
that extremists from 
both sides were work- 
ing together to frustrate 
the cause of peace. He 
added that a meeting 
with Israel's defence 


minister scheduled for 
Sunday, had been put 
off at Israel's request 
until Thursday. 

“I told him another 
thing. Do you know, 
and if not ask your secu- 
rity services, that the 
two extremisms — 
Israeli and Palestinian 
. — are collaborating to 
block the peace 
process?” Mr. Arafat 
told La Repubblica. 

The closure imposed 
on the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip by the 
Israeli authorities was 
costing the Palestinian 
economy $7 million a 
day, Mr. Arafat said. 

"The situation is wors- 
ening and despair is 
spreading ... This will 
increase the state of 
frustration and despair. 
It will lead to extrem- 
ism. The consequence 
will be strengthening 
the elements opposing 
the peace process in the 
region," he added. 

*1 would like to 
emphasise, once more, 
the importance of your 
support to salvage the 
peace process from the 
dangerous impasse in 
which it is passing,” 
Mr. Arafat tola an audi- 
ence of European busi- 
nessmen, politicians 
and retired statesmen, 
including former Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt and former 
French President Valery 


Giscard d’Estaing. 

Among those attend- 
ing the conference were 
also Shimon Peres, the 
former Israeli foreign 
minister and former 
prime minister who is 
now leader of the oppo- 
sition Labour Party, and 
the governors of the 
Bundesbank and Bank 
of France, Hans Tiet- 
meyerand Jean-Claude 
Trichet. 

Mr. Arafat arrived in 
Cairo later Saturday and 
was met by Egyptian 
President Hosni 

Mubarak at the airport. 

The Palestinian leader, 
was expected to brief 
Mr. Mubarak on the 
results of meeting with 
Mr. Netanyahu 

Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa also 
took part in the 
Mubarak-Arafat meet- 
ing. 

Earlier Mr. Musa told 
reporters that the estab- 
lishment of a Palestin- 
ian state was “the only 
guarantee for the imple- 
mentation of a concrete 
peace” in the Middle 
East. 

‘To ignore or to deny 
to the Palestinian peo- 
ple its right to self- 
determination and to 
have a state means they 
(the Israelis) do not 
understand the very 
essence of peace," Mr. 
Musa said. 

Mr. Netanyahu on 


Thursday repeated his 
pledge that there would 
never be a Palestinian 
state. 

Mr. Musa said Egypt 
also opposed any rene- 
gotiation of the old 
agreement on Israeli 
redeployment in 

Hebron, the most urgent 
issue in negotiations 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

“If the negotiations 
are reopened, it would 
not be a step for- 
ward... Egypt's position 
is clear — to imple- 
ment the agreements, 
build on them and act 
according to the Madrid 
formula " of land-for- 
peace and the Oslo 
frame worL" he said. 

Mr. Ararat protested 
Saturday against the 
policies or Israel’s 
right-wing government 

About 400 members 
of the Fateh youth 
movement demonstrat- 
ed outside the Jewish 
settlement of Netzarim, 
south of Gaza, chanting 
"no to settlement, yes to 
thepolicy of peace.” 

“We are protesting 
today against the Israeli 
policies of confiscating 
Arab land, building new 
settlements and making 
Jerusalem a Jewish 
city,” said Abdul Hakim 
Awad, chairman of the 
Fateh Youth in the Gaza 
Strip and the West 
Bank. 


EU to press for early implementation 


(Continued from page 1) 

France considers the 
U.S. missile strikes ear- 
lier this week, ordered 
in reaction to the Iraqi 
army’s entry into north- 
ern Iraq, were also an 
infringement of Iraqi 
sovereignty that cannot 
be justified by U.N. 
Security Council reso- 
lutions passed after the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Greece’s Foreign Min- 
ister Theodore Fangios 
accused the United 
States of hypocrisy for 
attacking Iraq for perse- 
cuting its Kurdish pop- 
ulation while turning a 
blind eye to tneir 
“slaughter” by Turkey. 

“I can't understand 
wbv the Kurds have to 
be preserved from Sad- 
dam Hussein and 
Turkey should be 
encouraged to slaughter 
them," Mr. Panglos 
said. 

Russia also attacked 
Turkey's role in the cri- 
sis Saturday, warning 
the planned security 


zone would seriously 
violate Iraq's sover- 
eignty and further 
destabilise the regional 
situation. 

Senior sources ruled 
out again Saturday 
French participation in 
enforcing a “no-fly” 
zone which the United 
States wants to extend 
to within 50 kilometres 
of Baghdad. 

Arriving for the talks, 
Mr. Rifkind reiterated 
London’s belief that the 
U.S. action had been 
right. 

If some people don’t 
like that tough actioD, 
then they must present 
a credible and convinc- 
ing alternative strategy 
that would be more 
likely, or at least as like- 
ly, to produce the same 
outcome ” he said. 

“We have not heard 
that alternative, and 
until we do, I believe 
the U.S. deserves our 
full support. The world 
must send a clear mes- 
sage to Iraq. Further 
aggression will bring 


further response,” he 
said. 

Irish diplomats 

acknowledged it would 
not be possible to over- 
come the fundamental 
differences here but 
indicated that there 
would be an attempt to 
establish a consensus on 
the need for speedy res- 
olution of the U.N. res- 
olution allowing Iraq to 
sell a limited amount of 
oil to fund emergency 
food purchases. 

Mr. Rifkind. said 
French opposition to the 
recent ITS. air strikes 
in Iraq did not reflect 
the majority view with- 
in the JEU. 

“It's no use saying 
what the Americans did 
will not resolve the 

g roblem. The fact is that 
le Americans have 
taken tough action. We 
know from the past that 
is what Saddam Hus T 
sein respects,” said Mr. 
Rifkind in a BBC inter- 
view shortly before the 
informal meeting. 

Mr. Rifkind said he 


very much hoped that 
all European countries 
could agree to give their 
backing to such Ameri- 
can action. 

Mr. Rifkind said it was 
also important to 
remember that France 
remains an active mem- 
ber in the coalition in 
Iraq. ‘It (France) had a 
difference of view with 
the U.S. on this partic- 
ular occasion but it 
remains involved in 
enforcing the no-fly 
zone and is part of the 
international coalition,” 
he said. 

Mr. Rifkind attempted 
to play down the broad- 
er significance of the 
split. 

There were “differ- 
ences of emphasis and 
analysis” but France 
shared London’s con- 
demnation of the Iraqi 
army’s attacks on its 
Kurdish population and 
remained committed to 
policing the existing 
no-fly zone, he said. 
But while Britain and 
France appeared willing 


to agree to disagree, 
other EU states have 
seen the episode as a 
further indication of the 
need to radically over- 
haul its policy-making 
structures to ensure it 
can make its huge eco- 
nomic weight felt on 
the world stage. 

“It is a very damaging 
situation because it 
leaves us on the mar- 
gins of international 
life ” Mr. Pangalos said. 
If we do not have a uni- 
fied position we are not 
going to be heard.” 

An extraordinary one- 
day summit of EU lead- 
ers has been fixed for 
Oct. 5 in Dublin, diplo- 
mats said op the side- 
lines of the Tralee meet- 
ing. 

The summit is intend- 
ed to speed up negotia- 
tions in the intergov- 
ernmental conference 
on the future of the 
union. 
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Exim Bank agrees to finance $200 million 
worth of Jordanian imports from U.S. 


AMMAN (J.T.i — Jordan 
and the U.S. Export-Import 
Bank (Exim) Saturday 
signed an agreement under 
which Exim would offer 
short-term financing for up 
to $200 million worth of 
Jordanian imports of U.S. 
goods and services in one 
year. 

Signing the agreement on 
behalf of Exim was Joan 
Spero, under-secretary for 
economic, business and 
agricultural affairs at the 
State Department, and Jor- 
danian Finance Minister 
Marwan Awad. 

“This agreement will 
make it much easier for Jor- 
danians and Americans to 
do business with each 
other." Ms. Spero said in a 
statement released through 
the U.S. Information Ser- 
vice (USIS). “This is an 
important step in develop- 
ing closer economic rela- 
tions" between Jordan and 
the U.S.. she added. 

USIS said that under the 
agreement Jordan and 
Exim “foresee a total of up 
to S2C0 million in Exim 
insurance and loan guaran- 
tees" over the next year. 
Most transactions are 
expected to be for short- 
term trade financing under 
the Exim insurance pro- 


gramme. it saict 

The agreement effectively 
simplifies financing and 
loan guarantees for Jordan- 
ian purchases of U.S. goods 
and services. “With Exim 
support, Jordanian buyers 
should then be able to 
arrange financing for their 
purchases on longer terms 
and at more competitive 
interest rates.” USIS said. 

The United States ranks 
first among non-oil 
exporters to Jordan. In 
1995, Jordan’s imports 
from the U.S- totalled JD 
240 million against exports 
of JD 14.7 million, accord- 
ing to figures cited in the 
monthly bulletin of the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ). 

In the first five months of 
this year. Jordan imported 
goods worth about JD 143 
million while the King- 
dom's exports to the U.S. 
were worth JD 5.4 million. 

Following is a fact sheet 
on the agreement signed 
Saturday. It was provided 
by the USIS: 

Under this agreement, 
Jordan and Exim foresee 
requests for up to a total of 
$200 million in Exim insur- 
ance and loan guarantees 
for individual transactions 
involving Jordanian pur- 


chases of U.S. goods and 
services. Most transactions 
are expected to be for short- 
term trade financing under 
the Exim insurance pro- 
gramme. Insurance and 
loan guarantees for medi- 
um-level transactions will 
also be available. 


How the agreement 
will work 


For short term letter of 
credit transactions, the 
agreement will work as fol- 
lows: 

First, a Jordanian bank 
applies to the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) to partici- 
pate in the programme. The 
CBJ establishes' a dollar 
limit on the amount of loan 
guarantees it will issue for 
die participating bank. 

Second, the Jordanian 
bank enters into a credit 
agreement with a U.S. com- 
mercial bank. Taking into 
account the guarantee limit 
established by the CBJ. 
Exim establishes a dollar 
limit on the amount of 
insurance it will issue to the 
U.S. commercial bank with 
respect to tetters of credit 
issued by the Jordanian 
bank and confirmed by the 
U.S. commercial bank. 

Third, the specific letter 


of credit transaction is 
approved by the CBJ. Exim 
approval is not required for 
each such transaction, so 
long as the letter of credit 
falls within the limits estab- 
lished in step number two 
noted above. 

Medium term financing is 
also available under the 
agreement. Jordan and 
Exim must approve each 
such transaction on a case- 
by-case basis. 


Benefits of the agreement 


Exim programmes, bec- 
ause they are fully backed 
by the full faith and credit 
of the United States govern- 
ment. make it more attrac- 
tive for U.S. commercial 
banks to confirm letters of 
credit and extend loans to 
Jordanian banks and/or 
buyers. Exim programmes 
are likely, therefore, to 
increase the availability of 
financing altogether, leng- 
then terms of repayment 
and keep interest rates at 
competitive levels. 

The agreement, by great- 
ly simplifying procedures 
under which Exim issues its 
insurance and guarantees, 
will make Exim pro- 
grammes much more 
accessible in Jordan. 


Donors discuss aid to Palestinians 


WASHINGTON fAFP) — 
U.S. officials welcomed 
Israeli moves Friday to 
improve economic condi- 
tions in the West Bank and 
Gaza as international donors 
concluded talks here on bow 
to help the cash-strapped ter- 
ritories. 

Noting Israeli pledges this 
week to increase from rough- 
ly 37,000 to 50,000 the num- 
ber of Palestinians allowed 
into Israel to work, a semes' 
State Department official 
said, 'it's significant." 

‘There’s no dispute that 
when you increase the per- 
mits you’re obviously 
increasing prospects for 
employment ... This is an 
important piece of dealing 
with their economy," the offi- 
cial said. 

The official who spoke on 
condition he not be named, 
also cited Israeli plans to 
expand transportation links 
with the West Bank and 
Gaza, sealed off in February 
as a security measure follow- 
ing a wave of bombings. 

“Obviously these things 
take money and we’ll have to 
see bow that goes, but the 
essence of what they did 
demonstrates that they under- 
stand very well the impor- 
tance of trying to alleviate the 
conditions in the territories 
and that they too have a stake 
in what happens," be said. 

Hardline Prime Minister 


Benyamin Naianyahu “sad 
he wants to see the Palestini- 
ans prosperous," the official 
said. 

U.S. officials joined five 
hours of talks here Thursday 
with international donors 
supporting the Palestinian 
National Authority. 

The discussions, U.S. and 
European diplomats said, 
were constructive and upbeat, 
as Mr. Netanyahu — who 
campaigned on pledges to get 
tough with the Palestinians 
— held his first meeting with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Wednesday. 

No concrete financial com- 
mitments emerged from the 
talks, officials said, stressing 
that none had been expected 

But U.S., Norwegian- and 
World Bank officials will 
meet again in Gaza in about 
two weeks to review what 
donor countries have pledged 
versus what they have pro- 
duced in the way of financial 
assistance. 

A first donors’ conference 
in October 1993. following 
the Oslo peace accords 
between Israel and the PLO. 
produced pledges of some 
$2.2 billion in aid of which 
only 54 per cent has yet been 
disbursed 

Donors this week asked the 
World Bank to profile donor 
nations, noting “significant 
gaps" between what govern- 
ments haw pledged and what 


they have produced, in an 
effort to press them to make 
good 

“The troth is if we can dose 
the gap between pledges and 
deliveries, we would more 
than meet the needs identi- 
fied both with regard to the 
budget and what we call the 
core projects,'' such as infra- 
structure and job creation 
efforts, one U.S. official said. 

The United States figures 
on a list of debtors, with S10 
million in aid still held up by 
legislators opposed to send- 
ing the aid. Official said that 
subject was raised at the 
meeting here on Thursday. 

Donors have watched in 
frustration, however, as their 
aid has gone toward financ- 
ing the- Palestinian National 
Authority's ballooning 
deficits — which grew as tax 
revenues declined along with 
the number of Palestinians 
working in Israel — rather 
than toward hundreds of 
long-term infrastructure pro- 
jects. 

Parties involved in the 
meeting here of the ad hoc 
liaison committee, which 
oversees international aid to 
the Palestinians, were: 

Canada. Egypt, the Euro- 
pean Union. Israel Japan. 
Jordan. Norway, the Pales- 
tinians. Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
Tunisia, the United States, 
the World Bank, and the 
United Nations. 


OPEC wins reprieve from price pressure from Iraq oil supplies 


ABU DHABI f AFP) — An 
expected delay in the 
resumption of Iraqi crude 
exports has given OPEC a 
reprieve from a possible 
weakening of oil prices, oil 
analysts in the Gulf said 
Friday. 

Iraq, the world’s second 
biggest oil power after 
Saudi Arabia, had been due 
to start selling crude this 
month for the first time in 
nearly six years under its 
May 25 “oil-for-food" deal 
with the United Nations. 

Experts had forecast 
prices would go down as 
the date of such sales 
approached and they could 
further plunge once they hit 
the market. 

Under the accord with the 
United Nations. Iraq was to 
export around 700,000 bar- 
rels per day (bpd) to buy 
food and medicine for its 
population, who have been 
under crippling sanctions 
since the August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The “oil-for-food" agree- 


ment has been temporarily 
suspended by the United 
Nations, however, follow- 
ing Iraq's weekend military 
intervention into a Kurdish 
“safe haven" in northern 
Iraq. 

“The resumption of Iraqi 
oil supplies appears to be 
far away now and naturally 
this will keep prices firm 
through the year." an expert 
said. 

“OPEC had faced the 
spectre of a decline in 
prices with the Iraqi deal. 
But I think it bay survived 
that possibility with the 


delay of the Iraqi oil 
nd of sum- 


exports and the end 
mer, when demand is at its 
lowest level." he added. 

To admit it into its quota 
system, the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) agreed in June 
to allocate Iraq an addition- 
al 800.000 bpd until the end 
of the year, raising its nom- 
inal output ceiling to 
25.033 million bpd. 

Although most OPEC 


members have been 
exceeding their quotas, 
prices have remained firm 
this year as crude invento- 
ries in industrial countries 
have plummetted to one of 
their lowest levels due to a 
prolonged winter. 

“I think prices will remain 
strong until the end of the 
year due to an upsurge in 
seasonal demand in the last 
quarter. But they will not 
necessarily stay at their pre- 
sent levels, which are 
abnormal.'' a Gulf oil ana- 
lyst said. 

“With prices already stay- 
ing high in the first half due 
to strong demand, the 
income of OPEC members 
will reach one its highest 
levels in many years" he 
indicated. 

On Wednesday, oil prices 
rocketed to nearly $23.6 
after a second U.S. missile 
attack on Iraq to punish it 
for its offensive agairst 
Kurds. 

The level is more than $2 
higher than the minimum 



ACROSS 
1 Conflict 
6 Mantle 
1 1 Swift canine 
13 Comforts 

15 Bullies 

1 6 Pro bono — 

17 December 24, 
e.g. 

18 Walks 
unsteadily 

20 Train term. 

21 Peel 

23 Dazes 

24 Beehive 

25 Red dye 

27 Norm: abbr. 

28 Rich Uttie’s forte 

29 Cylindrical and 
tapering 

31 Induce to 
commit perjury 

33 Novelist 
Umberto 

34 Male heir 

35 Croquet arch 
38 Forces out of 

bed 

41 Vaccinations 

42 Otto's emp. 

44 Concave, like 

some arches 

46 Cans 

47 Mustang, for 
short 

49 NV city 

50 Helm dir. 

51 Blunders 

53 Corp.’s superior 

54 Greek letter 
56 Referee’s 

signaling device 

58 Discourse 

59 Border city 

60 ‘ Days of wine 
and — ’ 

61 Destroy 
documents 
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DOWN 

1 Breed of sheep 

2 Imprimatur 

3 Appropriate 

4 Dalmatian's 
name 

5 Toast starter 

6 Certain cocktails 


7 Fireplace ledges 

8 Ocean: abbr. 

9 Narrow margin 

10 Podium 

11 “ — are the 
snows of 
yesteryear?* 

12 Nagana carrier 

13 Shells out 

14 Lathery 

19 Tongue-clicking 
sound 

22 Superintends 

24 Angel 

26 Violin parts 

26 Circa 

30 “Eye of newt, 
and — of frog" 

32 Gf hangout 

35 Murmur 

36 Playwright 
Eugene 

37 Cathedra 

38 Distinction 

39 Framework 

40 Made a 
one-base hit 
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Sfl7/9G 


41 Harden 
43 Take as 
booty 

45 Sheepfokls 
47 Roughnecks 


48 Some salmon 

51 Despondent 

52 Deep breath 
55 ■ — about time! 
57 Patriotic org. 


price of $21 sought by 
OPEC and $6 above prices 
this time of last year. 

“Apart from the price 
surge, many OPEC mem- 
bers. especialy Venezuela, 
also gained from higber 
production," an Abu Dhabi- 
based oil executive said. 

With prices averaging 
around $18.5 by the end of 
August, such an average 
could be in the range of 
$20-$21 until Sept. 4. This 
means prices have hit their 
highest level since the oil 
boom of the early 1980s. 

Experts ruled out any 
crude supply shortage in the 
last quarter even though 
Iraq's oil-for-food deal 
remained blocked. They 
noted any loss could be off- 
set by Saudi Arabia's spare 
capacity of around two mil- 
lion bpd. 

Saudi Arabia, which con- 
trols nearly a quarter of the 
world’s proven oil reserves, 
is producing around eight 
million bpd under an 
OPEC-decreed quota 
although it has a sustainable 
capacity of around 10 mil- 
lion bpd. 

Two other Gulf oil giants 
— Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) — 
are also producing below 
their actual capacity in line 


with the OPEC pact. 

Saudi Arabia is one of few 
OPEC members that have 
strictly complied with their 
production shares, untempt- 
ed by the high prices and 
the positive impact of this 
on its deficit-ridden budget 
and eroded financial 
reserves. 

“I believe Saudi Arabia's 
respect of its production 
quota is one of the factors 
that have kept prices buoy- 
ant this year" an oil expert 
said. 

Meanwhile, oil trading 
companies are enjoying one 
of their best years in a 
decade thanks to the unlike- 
ly combination of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
and low oil storage tanks. 

After a miserable 1995, 
prices this year have yo- 
yoed on a drip-feed of 
developments in the Iraqi 
oil-for-food saga, a U.N. 
deal which may eventually 
allow Baghdad to resume 
crude oil exports for the 
first time since the Gulf 
war. 

Jitters have been exacer- 
bated by an oil company 
drive to reduce costs by 
running on minimum 
stocks, leaving buyers more 
vulnerable to supply short- 
ages. 


But despite better profits 
top oil traders are in cau- 
tious mood. The oil market 
often has a sting in its tail 
and trading conditions can 
change as quickly as prices. 

“This year has been good 
for trading, but for specific 


reasons. Low stocks have 
encouraged volatility and 
Iraq has kept people guess- 
ing all year" said Bob 
Finch, head of trading in 
London at Vito! S.A.. one 
of the world’s largest 
traders. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Arglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 
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AN ELECTRICAL 
PIAGRAM CAN 
BECOME TH \*>. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


*nswer:K Y Y Y TTYl Y Y Y T ] 

N. _>N. A ^ VN- >rv -A 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Jumbles; BROOD FOAMY SQUIRM GOODLY 
Answer How the basketball ret left when tempers 
flared — IN A *FOUL" MOOD 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR SUN- 
DAY SEPTEMBER 
8, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
"Astrologer, Carroll 
Righier Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19'J You may find it 
difficult to communicate 
with others today so 
remain poised and calm 
and the days ahead will be 
more productive in your 
career activities. Later 
this evening you can have 
fun with close friends. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) You can have 
radically different view- 
points today with one you 
love, however, this can be 
easily reconciled for there 
won't be any misunder- 
standing. This evening 
can be" spent with your 
loved ones and you can 
relax for next week. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) If you put aside 
dull career activities you 
can have a delightful time 
today and thereby make 
the days ahead most suc- 
cessful. Be willing to 
compromise with others 
so that you can avoid any 
difficulty which could be 
present. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) Have 
guests in today and enjoy 
Stem, provided you leave 
difficult individuals out of 
your home and thereby 
you can make this quite 
harmonious. Later this 
evening you can meet 
with a bigwig for discus- 
sions on a new project. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Contact those today 
with whom you want to 
have a meeting of minds 
with and use your best 
judgement for your career 
activities. • Later tonight 
will be good for meeting 
with close friends and 
have fun out on the town. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) A close 
friend of fine taste can 
give you good advice 
today about improving 
ydtlr property so be sure 
to follow iti’TFiis evening 
you can proceed with a 
new project and make use 
of advice given to you 
from fellow associates. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You may 
be a little mentally con- 
fused today, however, this 
situation will soon pass 
and you can return to your 
old self. You can still 
accomplish a great deal 
later inis evening, espe- 
cially socially where you 
can progress. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) If you 
avoid close friends today 
who cost you too much 
money you can have a 
happy time with your 
mate. Later this evening 
will be good for you to 
meet with fellow associ- 
ates and proceed with 
som e care er activities. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Don't permit an outside 
matter to confuse you 
today and then you can be 
happy with your close 
friends involved in activi- 
ties which you will all 
enjoy. This evening can 
be spent with your loved 
ones at home and have 
fun. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Don’t get into anyt hing 
today which is limiting so 
that you can progress in 
your career activities. 
Plan credit matters later 
this evening so they work 
out well in the days ahead 
and you can obtain funds 
you may need. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Don't 
mix into a disagreement 
between your mate and a 
close friend since it will 
soon blow over and there 
will be peace of mind. 
Later this evening you can 
progress on your career 
activities which have been 
put aside. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Plan as much 


time as possible today to 
to 


he with the one you love 
and enjoy yourself togeth- 
er. Schedule your time 
wisely for the days ahead 
and you can proceed with 
whatever are your tasks 
which are critical to your 
success. 
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Birthstone of Septem 
ber: Sapphire — Lapis 
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Business & Finance 

Pre-bid conference to help government select strategic 
partner for the Jordan Cement Factories Company 


By Samir Ghawi 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In order to 
achieve better understand- 
ing over the proposed par- 
tial sale of government 

equity in the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
to a “strategic” partner, a 
pre-bid conference will 
convene on Thursday 
between the parties con- 
cerned, Jordan Investment 
Corporation (JICi Director- 
General Mohammad 
Bataineh told the Jordan 
Tunes. 

Mr. Bataineh said uat 
representatives from lo 
international companies 
specialising in the cement 
industry will participate in 
the conference which will 
also be attended by senior 

China looking 
for foreign 
capital to 
boost exports 
of motorbikes 

BEUING (AFP) — China, 
the world’s biggest manu- 
facturer of motorbikes, is 
looking for foreign capital 
to boost production quality 
and promote sales abroad, 
the China daily has said. 

Motorbike output was 
770.000 units in 1987, rising 
to 5.34 million in 1994 and 
7.83 million last year, 90 per 
cent of which came from 
joint-venture factories. 

Virtually all of the produc- 
tion was for the Chinese 
market 

Domestic sales, however, 
have hit a trough: produc- 
tion in the first six months of 
the year was 4.25 million 
units, more than 10 per cent 
of which was still unsold. j 

Manufacturers are plan- 
ning to build bigger, better 
quality bikes and export ! 
them, he said. 

By 2000, sales of bikes 
and components by Chinese | 
firms should be worth $3.2 
billion. 10 per cent of which 
should be derived from 
abroad. 

However, the expansion 
plan may run into legal hur- 
dies, as under Chinese regu- 
lations foreign firms are not 
allowed to set up more than 
two plants manufacturing 
the same type of vehicle. 
There are big plants operat- 
ed by Honda and Yamaha. 

The government may get 
around this by authorising 
“four to five motorcycle 
manufacturing enterprises to 
grow and compete” under a 
quota system in which each 
group would manufacture 
around 1 .2 million units. 

Some joint-ventures could 
even transplant production 
abroad, the report said. 


officials from the Jordan 
Cement Factories Company 
and from the government. 

According to the JIC 
chief, the government 
would like to sell 20 per 
cent of its stake to a firm 
that can provide the cement 
company with technical 
know-how and advanced 
technology in studying and 
analysing raw materials, 
protecting the environment, 
and reducing production 
costs in general. 

Such modern and effi- 
cient techniques will enable 
Jordan to improve the com- 
petitivity of its cement and 
to ensure a higher volume 
of sales to neighbouring 
countries, especially the 
Palestinian areas. Israel and 
Syria, Mr. Bataineh said. 

He added that the World 


Bank was advising the 
Kingdom in this regard and 
will be a participant in the 
conference to provide the 
necessary expertise and 
experience to the Jordanian 
side and to help evaluate the 
best partner to bring the 
highest degree of develop- 
ment to the Jordanian 
cement industry. 

Upgrading the quality of 
the output, lowering the 
production costs and max- 
imising the efficiency of the 
factories are seen as key 
elements to guarantee that 
the Jordanian cement 
industry stays a leader in 
the region beyond 2001. the 
year when the concession 
agreement between the 
company and the govern- 
ment ends. Mr. Bataineh 
explained. 


The latest financial data 
made available to the Jor- 
dan Times Saturday shows 
that the company was able 
to generate a JD 11.97 mil- 
lion gross profit during the 
first half of this year. The 
amount is JD 1.03 million 
or 9.5 per cent higher than 
the gross profit posted at 
the end of June 1995. 

However, due ro the 
increase in the prices of fuel 
oil and electricity from 
May I, 1996 without rais- 
ing the price of cement, the 
company’s net profit 
amounted to JD 6.16 mil- 
lion. JD 372,000 less than 
the figure registered during 
the same period last year. 

The statement showed a 
total of 1.52 million tonnes 
of clinker output that was 
four per cent more than the 


corresponding period of 
last year. Cement produc- 
tion was one per cent high- 
er, rising by 18,538 tonnes 
to 1.61 million tonnes. 

An official source at the 
company attributed the rise 
in production and sales to 
the stability in the opera- 
tions and to higher exports 
to Arab and foreign mar- 
kets. 

Exports were 18 per cent, 
or 64,440 tonnes, higher as 
they totalled 416,000 
tonnes during the first half 
of this year. Local sales 
totalled 1,204.000 tonnes. 

The company last month 
completed some projects 
for upgrading a number of 
production lines that will 
reflect positively on the . 
productivity and profitabili- 
ty of the company. 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 


Arab Potash Company likely to begin 
industrial potash production in 1997 


** AT A cost of $9 million, the Arab 
Potash Company will start in the coming 
few weeks to build a plant for producing 
industrial potash which, in 1998, will 
enrer in the manufacturing of television 
and computer screens in addition to many 
other industries. According to Suleiman 
Hawaii, the company’s general manager, 
the industrial potash plant is expected to 
begin actual production towards the end 
• of 1997. He said that a consortium of Ger- 


man companies were awarded the tender 
to build the plant which will have a capac- 
ity up to 100.000 tonnes per year. 

Mr. Hawaii explained that this type of 
potash would encourage setting up many 
local industries and would attract invest- 
ments to the region. As an example, he 
said, is the use of industrial potash in 
potassium carbonate industries which, in 
turn, is used in manufacturing television 
and computer screens (AJ Ra'ij. 


Jordan Islamic Bank boosts mid-year 
projit by 49.5% to JD 20.68 million 


** AT JD20.68 million in investment 
profit by the end of June 1996. the Jordan 
Islamic Bank has achieved a 49.5 per cent 
increase over the mid-year figure posted 
at the end of June 1995. During the first 
half of this year, total deposits at the bank 
rose by 4. 1 per cent reaching JD 536. 1 8 
million of which JD 521.27 million were 
from clients and the rest from banking 
institutions. 

Mousa Shehadeh, the bank's general 
manager, revealed that the volume of 


financing and investments, in the Islamic 
forms of partnership, profit-sharing and 
speculation as well as other investments, 
amounted to JD457.3 million, 9.3 per cent 
higher than the volume at the end of June 
1995. He indicated that the bank's assets 
grew by 3.7 per cent and that the mid-year 
balance sheet total stood at JD644.S mil- 
lion. Shareholders’ equity was close to JD 
42 million. Mr. Shehadeh said t.Al 
Aswaq). 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . ^ardejAmmarf. j 




FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia < 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. | 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605-810609 | 

l Fax: 810520 J 


H&pph 9 

patfaetie - 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A-M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

XJtt im Uthslna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality] in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your* colour film u 
our step and geu- 

* JUMBO pA of 
30% Aw war 


* Free enlarge- 
awn* 20x30 cm 

Shmetsini^.QpP' Grindlayi 
Bank. Phone: 6M042 
Swgfieh tel: S23891 

s 

cRown nora 

OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOlA_<* 

• TENNIS COURT ■ >\ 

•HEALTH CLUB j JlBBl 


• SAUNA & JACUZZI; 



SliEbA 

Suim 


m w COMFORTABLY A 
air-conditioned 
FURNISHED SUITES. 

m FULLY EQUIPPED 
KITCHEN. 

• SATELLITE TV. A DIRECT 
DIAL TELEPHONE LINES. 

• PARK ON PREMISE S. 

• n: HALL. 

SPECIAL RAIE ^ ro k LO N G StA? 



HOTEL APARTMENTS 

THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
WATRIATES & FAMILIES 

JZAZF/Mf 

( SPECIAL PRICES 
\ FOR LONGTERM -STAY 
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Deluxe Viiias 

\r* Appartmcnts 
| in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax* 864231 


TO BDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
EHt. 223 


DOUJUt 


■MTACU 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Tel. 693399 


Leppanyaki 

Sashimi 

Sushi 


NO 1 

v FOR 

Xrent 

i- \ FLATS 
% nVILLAS 

N \ 

I \ 

G SERVICESX 




Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD . 1 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30 - 11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Frag Vallet Parking 

Reservation Required 


(. Interflora Membership ) 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designs 



J Um Uthainah 
J Madina M, Street 
Telefax ( 811395 
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Hill takes pole for Italian GP 


MONZA (R) — Briton 
Damon Hill won an early 
psychological advantage in 
his world title showdown 
with Williams teammate 
Jacques Villeneuve of 
Canada on Saturday when 
he grabbed pole position 
for Sunday's Italian Grand 
Prix. 

Hill, driving with huge 
determination, clocked the 
fastest time on his first fly- 
ing run midway through 
the session and then 
trimmed it later to a best 
lap of one minute 24.204 
seconds. 

Villeneuve. 13 points 
behind in the drivers' 
championship and needing 
at least a podium finish to 
keep the title race alive if 
Hill wins, was second 
fastest in 1:24.521. 

Villeneurve had recov- 
ered from a violent spin 
during morning practice 
when he was blocked by 
Pedro Diniz of Brazil dri- 
ving a Ligier. 

Hill's success brought 
him his seventh pole posi- 
tion of the season, but bis 
first since the German 
Grand Prix in July when he 
overcame a poor start to 
win. 

It was also the 1 9th pole 
position of Hill's Formula 
One career. 

Double world champion 
Michael Schumacher of 
Germany, seeking his first 
victory on Italian soil since 
joining Ferrari this year, 
finished as the third-fastest 
driver, ahead of Finland's 
Mika Hakkinen in a 
McLaren. 

Briton David Coulthard, 
in the second McLaren, 
was fifth-fastest and 



British Formula One driver Damon Hill 


Frenchman Jean Alesi. in a 
Benetton, sixth. 

The session took place on 
another perfect late sum- 
mer's afternoon in northern 
Italy with blue skies and 
warm sunshine bringing 
out a big crowd of Ferrari 
fans. 

They were hoping that 
Schumacher could repeat 
his victorious form in 
Belgium and his fastest lap 
in Friday's opening prac- 
tice. 

In the conditions, it was 
disappointing that no cars 
ventured out on the track 
until 17 minutes of the ses- 
sion had elapsed. 

Benetton diver Gerhard 
Berger was among the first 
to emerge.but his early 
charge ended in a big spin 
at the first chicane. 


Murray hits 500th homer but 
O r s lose ground to Yankees 


NEW YORK (R) — Eddie 
murray hit his historic 
500th home run Friday, but 
it came in a losing cause as 
his Baltimore' Orioles 
• slipped further behind the 
New York Yankees in the 
American League east pen- 
nant race. 

Cecil fielder homered 
twice, including a tie-break- 
ing solo shot fn the eighth 
inning, and Mariano Rivera 
blew a save but rebounded 
to lead the first-place 
Yankees to a 4-3 win over 
the visiting Toronto Blue 
Jays, widening New York's 
lead in the AL East to five 
games. 

Fielder. vyho led off the 
third with a homer, started 
the eighth with his 35th of 
the season to give New 
York a 4-3 lead and com- 
plete his 32nd career multi- 
homer game. 

“It doesn't matter where it 
comes from or who gets it 
done, we just need runs.'* 
fielder said. 

New York has won five of 
its last seven games. 

The win was New York's 
100th straight when leading 
after eight innings. The 
Yankees have not blown a 
lead heading into the ninth 
since august 24 of last sea- 
son. 

In Baltimore. Bob 
Higginson singled home 
Phil Nevin with the game- 
winning run in the" 12th 
inning as the Detroit Tigers 
beat the Orioles 5-4. 

Murray became the 15th 
member of the 500-home 
run club with u solo shot in 
the seventh inning, his first 
homer in a week. It came on 
the first pilch from Tigers 
starter Felipe Lira and lifted 
the Orioles into a 3-3 tie. 

Murray is the third player 
in Major-League history to 
have 500 homers and 3.000 
hits in his career, joining 
immortals Willie Mays and 
Hank Aaron. 

In Chicago. Mo Vaughn 
had four hits and scored 
three runs and Bill 
Haselman added three hits 


and two RBI as the Boston 
Red Sox pounded the White 
Sox 10-3. 

The victory moved the 
Red Sox within 2 1/2 games - 
of Chicago, which leads the 
wild-card race. 

Tim Wakefield (12-12) 
pitched seven innings and 
raised his record to 7-3 
since the all-star break. He 
gave up three runs and eight 
hits with six walks and three 
strikeouts. 

In Milwaukee. John 
Burkett came within one 
out of a complete game and 
Juan Gonzalez had a two- 
run double to snap a fifth- 
inning tie and added his 
43rd homer as the Texas 
Rangers defeated the 
Brewers 7-3. 

Burkett (3-1) allowed 
three runs — two earned — 
and seven hits before leav- 
ing with two out in the 
ninth. 

Gonzalez has 129 RBI. 
four behind Cleveland's 
Albert Belle for the Major- 
League lead. 

The Rangers increased 
their lead in the AL West to 
6 1 /2 games over Seattle. 

In Minnesota. Brad Radke 
tossed a five-hitter for his 
first career complete game 
and Pat Meares broke a tie 
with a two-run single in the 
seventh as the Twins defeat- 
ed the California Angels 6- 

“I 

In Oakland, Willie Adams 
(3-2 1 allowed one run over 
seven innings and errors by 
shortstop Jose Offerman 
and third baseman Craig 
Paquette allowed two runs 
to score in the fifth as the 
athletics beat the Kansas 
City Royals 7-1. 

The game in Cleveland 
between the Seattle 
Mariners and the Indians 
was postponed due to rain 
and will be made up a part 
of a doubleheader Sunday. 

Dodgers edge Pirates 

Brett Butler, back after 
tonsil cancer suigery, 
scored the winning run on 







INEMA 


VilJeneuve recorded the 
best lap before Hill came 
out and took control. 

Hill said of his pole posi- 
tion: “It is particularly sat- 
isfying for a number of rea- 
sons. You know what the 
reasons are — they are 
pretty obvious — but I 
think I was as fast in quali- 
fying as I have been all sea- 
son.'' 

Hill was referring to the 
decision by Williams to 
replace him with German 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen, 
whether he wins the world 
title or not. Frentzen quali- 
fied 13th in his sauber. 

Asked if there was likely 
to be any discussion of a 
non-aggression pact with 
Villeneuve at the first cor- 
ner in Sunday's race, hill 


replied: “ft would be a pret- 
ty pointless conversation. 
I'd have thought. 

“It is going to be a fight 
tomorrow, to see who can 
win the race." 

Villeneuve, who had 
attempted to unsettle Hill 
with laughter while the 
Briton was speaking, com- 
plained about the kerbs at 
the circuit and criticised 
Diniz for his driving in the 
morning. 

“He is one of those idiot 
drivers who shouldn't be in 
Formula One." be said. 

He said he was reason- 
ably satisfied with his sec- 
ond place on the grid for 
such a decisive race after 
losing 10 laps of his prepa- 
rations following the inci- 
dent. 


Romanian 
athlete 
banned for 
life 

BUCHAREST (R) -- 

Romania’s Athletics 
Federation (RAF) has 
banned distance runner 
athlete elena raurgoci for 
life for taking anabolic 
steroids, its general secre- 
tary traian badea said on 
Saturday. 

“Murgoci tested positive 
for the second time in 
recent years. sO the ban 
was maximum,*' Badea 
said. 

Murgoci, 32. a former 
champion half-marathon 
runner, used the banned 
drug nandrolene, be added. 

Badea said long jumper 
Marieta lieu and high 
jumper Monica Jager were 
also banned — Dcu for 
four years and Jager for six 
months for taking the same 
drug. 

“Jager's six months ban 
is unusual for the athletics 
world, but she asked for 
more time to defend her- 
self," Badea said. “And the 
Romanian Athletics 
Federation has agreed with 
this.” 



Baltimore Orioles' Eddie Murray follows through on a pitch from Detroit Tigers* 
Felipe Lira (ball shown upper left ) in the seventh inning at Camden Yards September 
6 for his 500th career home run. Murray becomes only the third player in history, 
behind Hank Aaron and Willie Mays, to have bit 500 home runs and 3,000 hits in a 
career (Reuters photo) 


Eric Kanos 's sacrifice fly in 
the eighth inning as the Los 
Angeles Dodgers edged the 
Pittsburgh Pirates 2-1 
Friday. 

Butler helped spark Los 
Angeles into a first-place tie 
with the Padres in the 
National League West. The 
Dodgers have won 1 1 of 
their last 14 games. 

In St. Louis. Brian 
Jordan's three-run homer 
highlighted a four-run 
fourth inning and Gary 
Gaeni also had three RBI to 
lead the cardinals to their 
seventh straight win. 8-3 
over the San Diego Padres. 

St Louis, which had not 
won seven in a row since 
September 1988. main- 
tained its 1 1/2-garae lead 
over second-place Houston 
in the National League 
Central. 

Cards starter Alan Benes 
held San Diego without a 
hit before Chris Gomez sin- 
gled to open the fifth. Two 
outs, one error and a Tony 
Gwynn RBI single later. 
Steve Finley knocked 
Benes out of the game lin- 
ing an RBI shot off his right 
wrist. 

In Atlanta Terry 
Pendleton drove in the win- 
ning run with a one-out sin- 
gle in the bottom of the 
ninth as the Braves snapped 
a season-high five-game 


losing streak. S-7 over the 
New York Mets. 

A two-base error by sec- 
ond baseman Edgardo 
Alfonzo, who dropped 
Chipper Jones’s popup, 
started the game-winning 
rally for the Braves, who 
got a pair of homers from 
Javier Lopez. 

In Philadelphia Kevin 
Stocker's second error of 
the seventh inning allowed 
Mark Grace to score the go- 
ahead run as the Chicago 
Cubs used a three-run sev- 
enth inning without the ben- 
efit of a hit to defeat the 
Phillies 6-4. 

Stocker, who entered the 
game ranked second in 
fielding among National 
League shortstops, had 
committed only nine errors 
in 101 games. 

Ryne Sandberg's solo, 
homer in the fourth for 
Chicago was his 23rd of the 
season and 263rd of his 
career as a second baseman, 
tying him with Rogers 
Hornsby for second on the 
all-time list for second base- 
men. Former Red Joe 
Morgan holds the record 
with 266. 

In Houston. Kirt 
Manwaring had three hits, 
including the first of con- 
secutive two-out doubles 
with Bill Spiers that scored 
the go-ahead run in the 


eighth, and Danny Darwin 
and Xavier Hernandez com- 
bined on a two-hitter as the 
astros edged the Colorado 
Rockies 2-1. 

Darwin, who left after 
seven innings with back 
spasms, allowed a run and 
two hits without a walk and 
three strikeouts as the 
Astros stopped a four-game 
losing streak. Hernandez (5- 
4) threw two hitless innings- 
In Cincinnati, the Reds and 
Giants split a doubleheader 
in contrasting fashion. 

In the opener, Cuban 
right-hander Osvaldo 
Fernandez (7-13) scattered 
four hits over eight innings. 
Bill Mueller doubled in a 
run and Genallen HiU hit a 
solo homer as San 
Francisco blanked the Reds 
2 - 0 . 

The Reds won the second 
game in a 14-1 rout. Hal 
Morris. Keith Mitchell and 
Bret boone homered for 
Cincinnati. 

Mike Morgan (5-8) 
allowed one run over 5 1/3 
innings in a successful 
debut after being claimed 
off waivers from St Louis 
earlier in the week. 

In Florida, Mark Hutton 
combined with Jay Powell 
on a seven-hitter and Jeff 
Conine went 4-for-4 to pace 
the Marlins to a 4-0 win 
over the Montreal Expos. 
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TEL 699238 


PHILADELPHIA 


JADE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


PLAZA 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki....in 

Naser 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


^ CINEMA TEL 677420 ' 

v C0NC0BD 

CONCORD “1” 

Arnold Schwarzeneggar 
& Vanessa Williams ...in 

ERASER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

MONKEY TROUBLE 

Shows: 3 : 30 , 6 : 15 , 8 : 30 , 10:30 
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Sugar says no settlement 
reached with Venables 


LONDON (AFP) — Spurs chairman 
Alan Sugar on Saturday denied reports 
that he has settled his ongoing dispute 
with former England boss Terry 
Venables. 

Sugar issued a statement to counter 
newspaper reports which claimed an 
out-of-court settlement had been 
reached in Sugar's libel action arising 
from Venables* autobiography. 

The Spurs supremo said: “It is true that 
there have been recent discussions 
between lawyers. But no settlement has 
been reached. 

“Clifford Chance, the lawyers repre- 
senting Terry Venables, specifically 
requested last week that any discussions 
to date be kept strictly confidential. 

Sugar said it appeared that Clifford 
Chance were unable to control their 


client in the wake of '‘the misleading and 
inaccurate statements" allegedly issued 
by Venables’ associates to the press. 

But he went on: “I am confident that 
when this case is concluded, either by 
agreement or full trial, that the outcome 
will be clear for all to see." 

Venables today countered Sugar's 
statement by insisting: “1 am very happy 
with the situation. I am told that I am not 
now needed in court in October or 
November. 

“The situation is tied up. The only 
rhing that is left is for the judge to decide 
over discussion about costs because he 
i Alan Sugar) could be responsible for 
both sides' costs. 

“He is just trying to take the sting out 
of anything rr:.i may be coming." 


GP to remain three-day meetings 


MONZA (R) — Grand Prix 
meetings will remain three 
days’ duration next season. 
International Automobile 
Federation (FLA) President 
Max Mosley said on 
Saturday. 

Less than three weeks ago 
in a package of reforms said 
to have been agreed by most 
of the teams. Mosley 
announced that Friday prac- 
tice would be scrapped with 
qualifying on Saturday fol- 
lowed by the race on 
Sunday. 

Mosley said that a meet- 
ing of the signatories to the 
controversial new 1 997 
Concorde Agreement — the 
binding contract between 
the teams and the governing 
body — had reconsidered 
its earlier decision. 

After considering objec- 
tions from individual race 
promoters and studying 
television statistics for 
Friday practice sessions, the 
teams decided to retain that 


day. Mosley said. 

He said the format of 
future grand prix racing 
would be essentially the 
same as this year. He added 
that several other alterations 
had teen made to the origi- 
nal proposals to revolu- 
tionise the sport. 

These included allowing 
teams to conduct a 50 km 
‘shakedown’ test of their 
cars in the week of a grand 
prix and the introduction in 
january of a four-day test 
session outside Europe. 

Previously the FIA had 
been opposed to winter test- 
ing for a month after the end 
of the season and had 
banned testing in the week 
before each race. 

Mosley said the FIA 
planned to introduce tread- 
ed ty res to Formula One in a 
bid to reduce cornering 
speeds, but was still study- 
ing the technical data to 
ensure that it was under- 
stood fully in readiness for 


Herta leads provisional Indy qualifying 


MONTEREY (R) — Indypar’s three-way 
title hunt took a back seat. when American,; 
Bryan Herta earned the provisional pole for 
the series finale at Laguna Seca Raceway 
Friday. 

Herta who has one career Indycar pole, 
turned a lap of 68.019 seconds in a Reynard 
Mercedes-Benz on the renovatedll-tum. 
2.238 mile (3.602 km) sports car circuit in 
Northern California 

Teammates Mark Blundell of Britain and 
Mauricio Gugelmin of Brazil, both former 
Formula One drivers, were second and third 
fastest at 68.362 and 68.479 seconds 
respectively in Reynard Ford Cosworths. 

Series points leader Jimmy Vasser. who 
comes into the race with a 14-point lead 
over Michael Andretti and a 17-point lead- 
over AI Unser Jr. was fourth fastest at 
68.480 in a Reynard Honda in his bid for 
his first championship. 

“We had a bit of a problem early.*' Vasser 
said. “A gasket blew on the pop-off valve 
and that cost us some time in the pits.” 

He shrugged off any suggestion of stress 
caused by the series title chase going down 
to the last race. “We. the whole team" we're 


trying to treat this just like another race:. All 
, of our guys give HO per cent every Week- 
end and this isn’t" anydifferent in -that 
respect 

Andretti, who drives a Lola Ford 
Cos worth, was 11th fastest at 68.948 sec- 
onds. He had a handling problem in the ses- 
sion and said: “I have too much understeer 
to go faster. It's the same way in all of the 
comers.” 

But he was confident about improving in 
Saturday's final session. “It's still early," 
the 1991 champion said. “We know we 
have to catch Jimmy, so it's just time to go 
for it” 

Unser. a two-time series champion, is the 
third driver with a mathematical chance at 
the title but had a difficult day as he spun 
off the course and later crashed into a wall 
at turn six. 

“I was coming up the Hill at turn six and 
I was just trying too hard. LTnfortunately. I 
damaged the car's rear wing, both sides of 
the rear suspension and the" gearbox." said 
Unser. Final qualifying for Sunday's 83- 
lap. 185.75 mile (298.927 km) race was to 
take place on Saturday. 



Boxing promoter. Don King (centre), raises the arms of boxing champions- WBC 
champion Mike Tyson (left) and WBA champion Bruce Seldon fhe 

weigb-in at the MGM Grand Gardens in Las Vegas. Tyson tinted 719 

pounds and Seldon came in at 229 pounds (ReufS phSo) ^ ™ 


Rmmoun Theatre & Cinema 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 
^ — . ■' 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 

theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p,m 


^iabii & Hisham’s 

TEL: 625155: .S:.; £ 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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1998. 

He said the Formula One 
technical working group, 
comprising the teams’ engi- 
neers. could not find any 
satisfactory way yet of 
reducing cornering speeds 
through aerodynamic regu- 
lation changes. 

Mosley suggested that the 
row which had led to 
Williams. McLaren and 
Tyrrell refusing to sign the 
new agreement because 
they were unhappy with the 
plans for the ftiture of the 
sport, particularly control of 
commercial rights, had been 
settled. 

He said Williams had for- 
mally requested an opportu- 
nity to become a signatory 
to the agreement — a 
request that required the 
approval of all the signato- 
ries — and that he had been 
told that McLaren and 
Tyrrell were expected to 
follow suit. 
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By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

THE KINGDOM'S Under-18 basketball 
team Saturday scored a convincing 89-74 
win over India to secure a halfway standing 
among the 15-nation Asian Basketball 
Championship currently underway in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

An earlier 158-44 crushing win over 
Bangladesh and a 72-68 win over Hong 
Kong enabled the team to qualify to Mon- 
day’s match deciding 9th and 10th places. 

Up until Saturday’s matches Jordan's 
Ayman Du'eybes was leading the top scor- 
ers’ list among the competing teams. 

Jordan had played in Group 3 alongside 
Qatar, the Philippines and Singapore in the 
first round. After only managing a win 
over Singapore they dropped out^of con- 
tention for the semifinal round which 
included only the top two teams in each of 
the four groups. 

The Kingdom's team first took part in the 
U-18 championship last year when they 
scored a major upset over hosts, the Philip- 
pines. to take third place and became the 
first Jordanian team to qualify to the World 
Championship. 

The team beat the Philippines in the final 
second 72-71. Singapore 88-35, Hong 
Kong 71-24 .• Japan 73- 56 and Thailand 
62-56. They lost twice to eventual title- 
holders South Korea 75-61 and 69-51 and 
to second-placed China 88-49 in the semi- 
final round. 


Jordan Basketball Federation (JBF) offi- 
cials noted that this year's participation was 
different and the team was less competitive 
for a host of reasons. 

“The timing of the competition for most- 
ly tawjihi players, the lack of funds, and the 
unavailability of an official training court 
prevented better preparation,” explained 
JBF Chairman Awwad Haddad. “Although, 
we couldn't achieve an advanced standing 
this time, I think we we’ve gained a lot 
from participating in this Asian gathering,!” 
be added. 

Haddad, who is also vice chairman of the 
.Asian Basketball Confederation (ABC) 
noted that team coach Murad Barakat was 
chosen as assistant to ABC head coach 
Tom McCarthy. Hence Barakat will be 
attending an lecturing at all upcoming ABC 
clinics and seminars. 

“It is a very good opportunity for a Jor- 
danian coach to be selected to attend such 
events. It is a very encouraging fact,” Had- 
dad Saturday told the Jordan Times. 

Jordan’s team includes Tawfiq Marar, 
lyad Abdeen, Ayman Du'eybes, Bashar 
Huneidi, Mrhef Nabulsi. Ala' Biibeisi, Ra'- 
fat Daraghmeh, Mohammad Bashir, Mo’- 
tasem Salameh, Bassara Qamhieh. Nihad 
Madi. Leith Farouqi and Omar Abdallat. 

The competing countries are Korea, India 
and Malaysia. China. Kazakhstan. Japan, 
and Bangladesh, Thailand. Chinese Taipei, 
i Iran. Hong Kong, Singapore Qatar, the 
Philippines and Jordan. 


Manchester United crush Leeds 
despite Cantona miss 


LONDON (R) — Eric Can- 
tona missed a first-half 
penalty against his old dub 
Leeds, but his Manchester 
United side still cruised to a 
4-0 away win on Saturday 
to put their English title 
defence back on track. 

Cantona, who walked out 
on the Yorkshire side in 
1992 within months of 
helping them to the cham- 
pionship. sent goalkeeper 
Nigel Mattyu the wrong 
way from the spot kick but 
rolled the ball wide of the 
post. 

But the Frenchman, cap- 
lain this season, made 
amends by scoring United’s 
fourth goal in the final 
minute. 

Earlier, a bizarre own- 
goal from Martyn, and 


strikes from Nicky Butt and 
Czech international Karel 
Poborsky, set the defending 
champions on their way. 

There were also 4-0 wins 
for Wimbledon and Mid- 
dlesbrough, for whom Fab- 
rizio Ravanelli scored his 
fifth and sixth goals of the 
season. 

But no-one overhauled 


Sheffield Wednesday at the 
top of the league, even 
though they lost 2-0 at 
home to Chelsea. It was 
their first defeat of the sea- 
son. 

Wednesday have 12 
points from five games, 
with Chelsea one point 
behind in second place. 


Aston Villa 2 

Leeds 0 

Liverpool 2 

Middlesbrough 4 
N. Forest 0 

S. Wednesday 0 

Tottenham I 

Wimbledon 4 


Results 

Arsenal-" 
Manchester United 
Southampton 
Coventry 
Leicester 
Chelsea 
Newcastle 
Evert mi 


Playing Sunday: Sunderland V West Ham 
Playing Monday: Blackburn V Derby 


Antlers maintain lead in J-League 
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TOKYO (AFP) — Brazilian 
midfielder Rodrigo struck 
two late goals as front-run- 
ners Kashi ma Antlers 
defeated Cerezo Osaka 4-2 
on Saturday to maintain 
their lead in the J-League 
football standings. 

“I just did what I always 
do in practice. Everybody 
was a hero today,” said’ 
Rodrigo. 20. who joined 
Antlers to fill the gap left by 
Leonardo after the Brazilian 
international joined Paris Sl 
G ermain in July. 

The Antlers now have 13 
wins against five defeats for 
41 points, two points above 
Kashiwa Reysol. Nagoya 
Grampus eight and Yoko- 
hama Flugels. 

Yugoslav captain Drag an 
Stojkovic spaiiced a come- 
from-behind victory for 
Grampus eight as they 
defeated Sanfrecce Hiroshi- 
ma 3-2 away. 

Stojkovic, who created 
Yasuyuki Moriyama's 
equalizer in the 70th minute, 
hit home a penalty' kick two 
minutes later for the decider 
after Tetsuya Okayama w-as 
brought down in Lhe area. 

Reysol stunned defending 
champions Yokohama Mari- 
nos 4-0 for their iith 
straight win. while Yoko- 
hama Flugels outlasted Jef 
United Icbihara 2-0. 

Kyoto Purple Sanga put 
an end to their humiliating 
J-League record of 17^ 
straight defeats when they, 
defeated Uravva Red Dia- 
monds 1-0 with Brazilian 
Alexandre scoring the only 
goal in the 13th minute. 

Two-time champions 
, Vendy Kawasaki ran out 2-0 
• winners over Shimizu S- 
Pulse thanks to Japan's 
leading striker Kazu 
M i ura’s new’ J-League 
record 70th career goal and 
Brazilian newcomer 


Magrao’s fourth goal in they crashed to Beilin are 
three games in Japan. Hiratsuka 3-0, while Avispa 

In other games, Jubilo Fukuoka downed Gamba 
Iwata suffered a setback as Osaka 1-0. 

Furnished Apartments For Rent 

In a newly-completed and beautifully- 
furnished small building. Containing five 
apartments of 2 or 3 bedrooms. Locat- 
ed in the modem Tla’ Al-Ali area. Each 
apartment has its separate heating, 
garage and water well. Suitably priced. 

> Call: 660593 


FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISAN1 FOR RENT 

220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
bedrooms, guest room, Irving room, veranda, independent 
central heating, telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen 
and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel: 665711, 664*6 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle area, adjacent to Embassy of 
Norway. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, L-shaped 
area, large kitchen, phone, central heating, air condition- 
ing, 1st floor. Just completely renovated. 

Call Mr. Najib, phone 653668 between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
daily except Sundays and Fridays. 


Deluxe, well located near U.S. Embassy. 
Excell- finish., A/C, living area 305 sq.m. / 737 $q.m. 
Comprises 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 3 livings 
dining, garage & satellite T.V. + maid 5 s 
facilities basement 


Tel : 829509 
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Graf joins Seles in U.S. Open final 


NEW YORK CAP) — 
Forced to play a waiting 
game, defending champion 
Steffi Graf finally got her 
game into high gear Satur- 
day to defeat 1 5-year-old 
Martina Hingis and return 
to the U.S. Open women’s 
final for the fourth consecu- 
tive year. 

With the 7-5, 6-3 victory, 
Graf will face Monica Seles 
in a replay of last year's 
title match. Seles won her 
semifinal on Friday, defeat- 
ing fourth-seeded Conchira 
Martinez 6-4. 6-3 before 
rain baited play at the 
National Tennis Center. 

Graf also won the year's 
final Grand Slam tourna- 
ment in 1993 and lost the 
1994 championship match 
to Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. 
Graf’s first two U.S. Open 
titles came in 1988-89. 

The Graf-Hingis battle 
began on Friday, only to be 
suspended in the second 
game with Hingis leading 
1 - 0 . 

Graf, seeking her 21st 
Grand Slam tournament 
title, struggled early Satur- 
day as Hingis forced her 
elder to wait. At the end of 
the changeovers. Graf was 
on the baseline, ready to 
play, while Hingis still was 
sitting in her chair. 

The Swiss youngster sur- 
prisingly outplaying the 
world’s top player early in 
the match, broke her oppo- 
nent in the eighth game, 
then served for the set at 5- 
3. Graf saved the set point 
with a sharply angled fore- 
hand that Hingis returned 
weakly into the net. 

Four points later, Graf 
had the service break back, 
but was not out of danger. 

Hingis raced out to a 0-40 
lead on Graf s serve, giving 
her three more set points. 

Again Graf was up to the 
challenge, winning the next 
three points before she 
buried a backhand into the- 
net, giving Hingis yet 
another set point — her 
fifth of the day. 

..When -rjlingis -netted- - a. 
forehand no end a long 
baseline rally, the No. 16 
seed threw her racket, 
drawing a code violation 
for racket abuse. When she 
lost the next point on anoth- 
er unforced error, this time 
sending a backhand wide, 
she bounced her racket on 
the court. 

Graf by now was in high 
gear, breaking Hingis again 
from deuce, then holding at 
love to close out the open- 


ing set. 

“All I was thinking was 
don't make too many easy 
mistakes,” Graf said. “She 
was playing so well, really 
making no. unforced errors, 
I knew there would have to 
come a point where she 
• would start to make some 
mistakes, and that’s what 
happened in the second 
set.” 

When Graf won the first 
two games of the second 
s.et, breaking Hingis in the 
opener at 30. the German 
right-hander had completed 
a six-game winning streak 
that sent her racing into 
Sunday's final. 

Before that happened, 
though, Hingis made Graf 
wait one more time. 

After Hingis held in the 
seventh game of the second 
set, she left the court to 
change her blouse. Graf 
shortly followed, then 
returned first, wearing a 
completely new outfit. 

Graf complained to the 
umpire about the length of 
. time . Hingis was taking, 
then took a practice serve 
while hingis was gathering 
up her racket, preparing to 
play. 

Two games later, Hingis' 
semifinal trip was over and 
Graf had Seles on her mind. 

When the U.S. Open 
decided to do away with 
“Super Saturday.” they for- 
got to consider the weather. 

In previous years, the 
men’s semifinals were 
sandwiched around the 
women's title match on Sat- 
urday. This year, the 
women were supposed to 
get a day of rest before 
playing their finale on Sun- 
day at a set time — not 
whenever a men’s match 
finished. 

But the plans failed to 
account for Hurricane Fran, 
which caused rain along the 
eastern U.S. Seaboard all 
day Friday and disrupted 
the U.S. Open schedule. 
That’s why Seles bad to 
wait until Saturday to find 
but wh<? would be-on the 
other side of the net. . 

Following Graf and 
Hingis onto the court were 
the men’s semifinalists — 
second-seeded Michael 
Chang against No. 6 Andre 
Agassi, followed by top- 
seeded Pete Sampras 
against. No. 4 Goran Ivani- 
sevic. 

With rain forecast for Sat- 
urday, officials were wor- 
ried about getting all the 
matches in before Sunday’s 


No Agents Please 


HOUSEKEEPER LURNTED 

A new five star hotel in Petra is in need of 
an executive male or female housekeeper 
with minimum 5 years experience. 

For interview send CV with a recent 
photo to Personnel Manager, 
P.O.Box 15126, Amman - Jordan 

Duty Free Car For Sale 
Nissan Sunny Automatic Airconditioned 
Model 93 in Excellent Condition 

Please contact Tel. 645325 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN SHMEISANI 

First floor consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms , 
glassed-in veranda , central heating and 
telephone. 

For more information call: 841851 


Flat From R Lfilla For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, large 
salon. Area 165 sq.m. Located at Deir Ghbar. 
Call Tel.: 743037 (morning), 

829972 (evening), 28975 (Mobile) 


At the Amman Marriott Hotel 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Requirements: 

Excellent command of spoken and written 
English and Arabic. Excellent computer skills. 
Office organization and management skills 

Office hours: 8-5. 

Please apply personally with one recent photo to the Human 
Resources office 8t the Amman Marriott Hotel. 



Steffi Graf 

scheduled finals. If any of 
the matches are rained out, 
the tournament will be 
extended until Monday. ‘ 

Seles downs Martinez 

Monica Seles did her part 
Friday to set up a repeat of 
last year's dream U .S. Open 
final. The rest was up to 
Steffi Graf. 

The second-seeded Seles 
fought off feisty fourth- 
seeded Spaniard Conchita 
Martinez 6-4 6-3 to reach 
her fourth U.S. Open final. 

“I’m just really happy to 
be in the final again" said 
Seles, a two-time open 
champion who Sunday will 
play her 12th career grand 
slam final. 

Seles and Martinez met in 
last year's semis, but the 
1994 Wimbledon winner 
gave Seles a much tougher 
time this year. 

In nine meetings Martinez 
has yet to win a set from the 
co-world number one. 
Seven games is the most the 
Spaniard has won from 
Seles. 

“I played good and I was 
aggressive sometimes and 
coming to the net and then 
suddenly she would come 
up with a great shot. 


There’s nothing you can 
do. 7 ' said Martinez. 

After the high-drama of 
Pete Sampras staggering to 
a gut-wrenching fifth-set 
tie-break win Thursday, the 
Seles-Martinez march 
could not help but be some- 
thing of a letdown. And the 
spate of errors — 31 for 
Martinez and 24 for Seles 
— added to a feeling of 
anti-climax. 

Playing under extremely 
windy conditions due to an 
approaching tropical storm 
may have contributed to the 
number of balls sailing long 
and wide. But neither play- 
er looked especially sharp 
in the first set. which at 49 
minutes was nearly as long 
as some of Seles's previous 
matches. 

“There were a lot of long 
points. It was a long time to 
play a two-set match,” the 
Australian Open champion 
said. 

Part of Seles’s inability to 
keep the points short comes 
from a shoulder injury that 
has turned her serve from a 
weapon into a weakness. 

“I served way too much in 
the 60s (miles per hourl and 
I used to be in the 90s.'* she 
said. 

Even so. belting two-fist- 


ed groundstrokes from both 
wings and punctuating her 
shots with shrieks that grew 
louder as the match wore 
on. Seles never lost a ser- 
vice game. 

Martinez failed to convert 
five break points in the first 
set and Seles dropped just 
three points on her serve in 
the entire second set. 

Seles, who now has a 30- 
3 record in six U.S. Opens, 
broke Martinez in the first 
game of the match and, 
after saving four break 
points in the next game, 
maintained that advantage 
through the rest of the 
error-filled first set. 

Martinez did a good job 
of moving Seles around, 
often sending her so wide 
that the Yugoslav-born 
American had to go to a 
one-handed forehand. But 
she could not put enough 
winners together to come 
up with the all-important 
service break. 

In the third game of the 
second set, Martinez let a 
40-0 lead slip away, putting 
Seles up a break early. 

In a marathon seventh 
game, the Spaniard dis- 
played some of the fighting 
spirit that had been missing 
from her game earlier in her 
career. 

In a game that went to 
deuce seven times, Mar- 
tinez fought off six break 
points, finally drilling a 
forehand down the line to 
keep Seles from serving for 
the scl 

It was a valiant effort that 
just prolonged (he match, 
however, as Seles held 
sjerve at love for 5-3. 

Then came -a letdown for 
Martinez as a series of fore- 
hand errors gave Seles the 
only match point she would 
need. 

“That was a great way to 
end it," she said of the 
rapid-fire net exchange. 


THE AL-HUSSEIN SOCIETY 
FC^EHe REHABILITATION 6 f |HE 2 
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED 

wishes to express its gratitude to the Marriott Hotel and all of its 
employees for sponsoring and organising the 11th annual charity 
train ride to Dabha last Thursday , the 5th of September. Without 
the enthusiasm and complete commitment of the Marriott staff from 
top to bottom, the "desert soiree 9 would not have been such a huge 
success. From the students of the Al-Hussein society, a heart-felt 
thanks to all of you. 

We also extend our most sincere thanks to JETT bus company for 
so generously offering the transportation to the railway station as 
well as the return trip from Dabha and to the numerous other spon- 
sors of the event 



Lease Back 
FiueMtarllill- 




Royal Jordanian Airline RJ is 
offering five lockheed LI 01 1-500 Aircraft and three 
RB-211-524B4 Spare Engines for Sale & 
Lease Back for a period of 36-48 months 



All above Aircraft have been operated 
and maintained by Royal Jordanian since' new. 
Terms of reference of the offer and Aircraft detailed 
specifications are available on request 

Interested parties are invited to submit their offers, 
no later than October 15 , 1996 directly to 

KOVAL JOIUUNUN AlfiUNE , FINANCE DEPAHTMENT 
AMMAN -.IORDAN 
TEL No : 962 • 6 - Cl 5999 
FAX No .-962-6 - 686210 


<&> RDVAlJORDANiAN 
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U.S. tries 


revive 

Syrian 

track 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The United States is working 
“behind the scenes" to revive 
the Israeli-Syrian peace talks. 
Israel's ambassador to 
Washington said Saturday. 

"The United States is 
undertaking praiseworthy 
hehind-thc-scenes efforts to 
restart Lhe negotiations." 
which have been on ice for 
seven months, said Itamar 
Rabinovich who spearheaded 
talks with Syria under the 
previous Labour government. 

He said U.S. Middle East 
peace process coordinator 
Dennis Ross was heading 
Washington's efforts to bring 
the two sides together. 

Mr. Rabinovich's successor 
in Washington. Eliahou Ben 
Elissar. at the same time 
called on the Syrians to come 
back to the negotiating table. 

Mr. Ben -Elissar, who was 
appointed after the right- 
wing's election victory in 
May and took over a week 
ago. insisted the "Lebanon- 
first" deal floated by Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu did not rule out 
negotiations on other issues 
— including the Goian 
Heights. 

“The administration has not 
abandoned hope of bringing 
about such' a development in 
the nest few weeks, or cer- 
tainly the next few months." 
Mr. Rabinovich told Israel 
Radio. 

The former ambassador's 
statement was broadcast two 
days before Mr. Netanyahu 
was due to leave for 
Washington, for talks with 
President Bill Clinton. 

Mr. Bcn-Elissar. said he 
believed the talks with Syria 
would be resumed, but per- 
haps not until after the 
American presidential elec- 
tions in November, army 
radio reported. 

“We are willing to renew 
the talks with the Syrians by 
any means, through any 
channel, at any place," he 
said. 

Talks between Israel and 
Syria broke down in March 
after Syria refused to con- 
demn a series of suicide 
bombings in Israel by mili- 
tants. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Shuraa .said last 
month negotiations must 
resume where they broke oft'. 
Under Israel's previous 
Labour Party government, 
the two sides were discussing 
a land-for-pcacc formula 
amid expectations Israel 
would withdraw from most, 
if not all. of the Golan 
Heights. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said 
Israel will not withdraw from 
the Heights, and thaL the 
negotiations should be 
resumed “without precondi- 
tions.” 

However his aide David 
Bar Ilian said recently Mr. 
Netanyahu has not ruled out 
territorial compromise in the 
Golan Heights. “He never 
insisted that the entire Golan 
Heights is not negotiable." 
Mr. Bar Ilian told the 
Associated Press. 

Under Mr. Netanyahu's 
proposal. Israel would with- 
draw from the buffer strip it 
occupies in Lebanon if Syria 
and Lebanon guarantee an 
end lo cross-border guerrilla 
attacks on Israel. 

Syria, the main foreign 
power-broker in Lebanon 
where it has 35.000 troops, 
has rejected the proposal as a 
diversion from its own key 
peace demand — an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan. 

The Syrian government 
daily Tishrin on Saturday 
called on Arab countries to 
sever oil links with Israel, 
saying the Jewish state was 
against a just and global 
peace. 

“It is extremely important 
to strengthen Arah ranks by- 
cutting all links with Israel." 
it said. 

"To undertake negotiations 
on Israeli terms is pointless. 
Such negotiations would 
only cover up planned Israeli 
aggression and pull the wool 
over the eyes of the interna- 
tional community," said the 
paper. 


MASS WEDDING IN 
EGYPT: About 1200 
couples walk into Cairo 
stadium for a mass wed- 
ding ceremony on 
Friday. The ceremony 
was sponsored by the 
High Council for Youth 
and Sports for a ran- 
dom selection of brides 
and bridegrooms. Many 
Egyptian men have 
been complaining that 
they could not get mar- 
ried simply because 
they could not afford 
the' high cost of the cer- 
emonies attached to tra- 
ditional weddings 
(Reuters photo) 
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Egypt wants oil-for-food deal back on line 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt said 
Saturday it wants the U.N. oil-for- 
food accord with Iraq unfrozen, fol- 
lowing the U.S. suspension of the 
deal since Iraq's raid on the Kurdish 
city of Erbil. 

‘The accord must be implemented 
os soon os possible, especially since 
the draft resolution at the U.N. 
Securiry Council that stipulated a 
delay of its implementation has now 
been withdrawn.'* said Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa. 

Linder the accord worked out in 
May, Iraq will be authorised to 
resume limited oil exports for the 
First time since its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, to finance 
imports of food and medicine. 

On Friday, a U.S.-backed British 
draft at the United Nations con- 
demning Baghdad’s attack on Erbil 
in northern Iraq was withdrawn 
because of opposition from die 
three other members with veto 
rights — China. France and 
Russia. 

But a senior U.S. State 
Department official told the Arab 
newspaper Al Hayat that because of 
Iraq's military actions the oil-for- 
food accord needs stifFer guarantees 
to ensure the humanitarian supplies 
reach the Kurds. 

“Implementation of Resolution 
986 must be revised,” said Richard 
Pelletreau. assistant secretary of 
state for Near East affairs. 

Saddam Hussein's Kurdish allies 
have told the United Nations they, 
will not interfere with the distribu- 


tion of humanitarian goods under 
the plan to resume limited Iraqi oil 
sales, a senior U.N. official said. 

Concern over lack of cooperation 
by the Kurdish Democratic Party 
(KDP). which was put into power in 
the city of Erbil by Iraqi troops, has 
been cited by U.S. and British offi- 
cials as one of the reasons that could 
delay the oil sales deal. 

Under the plan. Iraq could sell $2 
billion worth of oil over six months 
to buy food and medicine. The 
United Nations would distribute 
food and medicine purchased with 
oil revenues in Kurdish areas of the 
north. 

Iraq would distribute the supplies 
elsewhere under U.N. supervision. 

“The new (pro-Iraqi) authorities 
have gone to the U.N. and assured 
the UTN. of their full cooperation,” 
said Shaukat Farced, a director of 
the U.N.’s Department of 
Humanitarian affairs. 

U.N. officials were about to 
implement the oil sales plan when 
Iraqi troops entered the protected 
Kurdish area to help their allies dis- 
lodge the rival. pro-Iranian Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK). 

’ President Bill Clinton said 
Tuesday the plan was on hold. U.S. 
and British officials say the situa- 
tion in the Kurdish areas has thrown 
the timetable into doubt. 

“Clearly the events of a week ago 
make it very difficult for him to go 
ahead at this moment,” British 
Deputy Ambassador Stephen 
Goraersall said. 


But other countries including 
Russia, France, Italy and Germany 
are anxious for oil sales to begin 
quickly. 

Republican presidential candidate 
Bob Dole opposes the oil sales plan 
as a reward to a dictator. Despite 
U.S. denials, diplomats from sever- 
al European countries fear the 
United States may block the sales to 
exert pressure on Iraq. 

In arguing for a delay, U.S. offi- 
cials note that Erbil was to be the 
main distribution hub for delivering 
supplies in the north. 

But Mr. Farced said the United 
Nations could easily relocate the 
distribution center to Sulimaniyeh. 
which is controlled by the PUK. 

Mr. Farced said a bigger problem 
was assuring the safety of oil moni- 
tors. who would oversee the flow of 
oil through the pipeline from north- 
ern Iraq to Turkey. 

“The monitors for the oil will be 
located in remote places where the 
pipelines are located." he said. “One 
has to be assured of their safety.” 

An Egyptian government daily, 
meanwhile, said Cairo informed 
Washington of its opposition to mil- 
itary action against Iraq before the 
U.S. missiles strikes in retaliation 
for Baghdad's raid on the Kurdish 
“safe haven.” 

“Egypt was very careful to lay 
down its opposition.” wrote Al 
Ahram’s chief editor Ibrahim Nafie, 
close to President Hosni Mubarak. 
“Egypt was informed of America's 
intentions toward Iraq but not of the 


date for the strike.” 

Baghdad said the U.S. cruise mis- 
sile strikes on Tuesday and 
Wednesday in southern Iraq killed 
six people. 

General John ShaJikashvili. chair- 
man of the U.S. joint chiefs-of-staff. 
visited Egypt Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia on the eve of the attacks. 

“It is strange that Iraq is accused 
of having invaded its own country." 
wrote Mr. Nafie, drawing a distinc- 
tion with the 1991 Gulf war when 
Egypt look pan in a U.S.-led mili- 
tary coalition to evict Iraq from 
Kuwait. 

"Despite our opposition to the 
policies of the Iraqi government, 
we will suppon it whenever it is a 
matter of the territorial integrity of 
its own country.” he said. 

The level of Iranian involvement 
in inter-Kurdish fighting in north- 
ern Iraq was unclear, said Mr. 
Pelletreau. 

“There has been a certain logisti- 
cal support from Iran for the PUK 
as well as some backing from 
Iranian artillery across the border. 
But it's hard to say more.” he told Al 
Hayat 

Mr. Pelletreau cited reports that 
Iraqi intelligence agents had arrest- 
ed a number of opposition figures in 
and around Erbil, and that some of 
them had been executed. 

“I think they were the lucky ones, 
because the Iraqi intelligence ser- 
vices carted the others off in vans,” 
he said. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Sixty-nine per cent of 
Americans approve of 
President Bill Clinton's 
decision to launch mis- 
sile attacks in Iraq, a new 
Time Magazine/CNN 
poll of likely voters 
released on Friday said. 

The poll of 2,080 adult 
Americans, including 
1.683 registered voters, 
was conducted by 
Yankelovich Partners on 
Sept. 4-5 and has a sam- 
pling error of 2.2 per- 
centage points. 

The poll found that 52 
per cent of Americans 
viewed the president as a 
strong leader in foreign 
policy matters and 65 per 
cent said Mr. Clinton was 
right to use military force 
when other countries 
decided nor to join in. 

The satellite-guided 
missiles were fired from 
over 800 kilometres away 
in two strikes against air 
defence targets in south- 
ern Iraq. 

Fifty-three of the peo- 
ple polled said Mr. 
Clinton made the deci- 
sion to promote U.S. 
goals in Iraq ‘and the 
Gulf, while 35 per cent 
viewed the missile 
attacks as an election tac- 
tic. Twelve per cent said 
they were unsure. 

The Time/CNN poll 
showed clinton leading 
his Republican chal- 
lenger Bob Dole. 52 per 
cent to 38 per cent, with 
six per cent pledging 
their support for Reform 
Party candidate Ross 
Perot. 

Forty-six per cent of the 
people polled said they 
opposed sending manned 
aircraft into Iraq, while 
44 per cent said they 
would support the action. 

Sixty-five per cent 
favour using military 
force to remove President 
Saddam Hussein from 
power, but 60 per cent 
oppose the use of U.S. 
ground troops in Iraq, 
according to the poll. 


Muslims seeks U.S. guarantees 
for united Bosnia ahead of polls 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
Bosnia’s main Muslim 
leaders have called on the 
international community 
for guarantees that this 
month’s election will not 
lead to the division of the 

country. 

With the election of 
SepL 14 just a week 
away, a group of leading 
Muslim politicians have 
come together to protest 
at the conditions under 
which the poll is being 
held. 

Tacitly accepting that 
the vote will go ahead 
regardless, the politicians 
have backed off from 
outright threats to boy- 
cott "the poll and called 
instead lor guarantees 
From Washington, their 
chief ally. 

Officials in Sarajevo 
have said that a leading 
group of Muslim politi- 
cians are to go to the U.S. 
capital soon to present 
their fears to the Clinton 
administration over the 
poll. 

Bosnia's first post-war 
elections are being pre- 
pared in a climate of fear 
and confusion. The inter- 
national agency oversee- 
ing the" vote, the 
Organisation for Security' 
an3 Cooperation in 
Europe tOSCE), is doing 
little to placate these 
worries. 

Chief amongst the 
Muslims fears, is that 
Bosnia’s Serbs whose 
war aim was to partition 
the country will simply 
use the legitimacy of the 
elections to declare the 
half of the country under 
their control, indepen- 
dent. 

So far, the OSCE has 
given only a muffled 
response to' Bosnian Serb 
party leaders who openly 


call for the secession of 
their half of Bosnia, the 
so-called Republika 
Srpska. 

Meanwhile, the condi- 
tions supposed to be in 
place for the landmark 
polls are not there. Under 
terms of the U.S. -bro- 
kered Dayton peace 
agreement, everyone in 
Bosnia should have free- 
dom of movement and 
the right to return to their 
homes. 

Neither of these provi- 
sions have been met. Few 
if any refugees, chased 
from ,their homes by Serb 
and Croat extremists in 
the war have gone back. 
Equally, movement 
across Bosnia’s former 
frontline and now its 
internal boundary line, is 
precarious for all sides. 

Haris Silajdzic, a for- 
mer prime minister and 
the main opposition rival 
to Bosnia’s President 
Alija Izetbe*ovic, told a 
campaign rally on Friday 
that party leaders were 
seeking “guarantees” 
from the United States 
that “there must not be 
any secession.” 

“The II parties have 
decided to send a delega- 
tion to the United States 
and some other countries 
to explain the situation 
and to ask for some guar- 
antees.” he said. 

They want assurances 
that until Bosnia’s new- 
style joint institutions 
were formed, the old 
government structures 
would remain in place, 
he added. 

“I have to tell you that 
at this moment, Bosnia- 
Herzeeovina is in dan- 
ger. what they (the ' 
Serbs) were unable to do 
with their military might 
they are trying to do with 


political means.” he said. 

Meanwhile, prepara- 
tions for the landmark 
elections are forging 
ahead. In anticipation 
that tens of thousands of 
voters will cross former 
frontlines into what was 
enemy territory to cast 
their ballots, police 
chiefs in Bosnia have 
agreed on special routes 
for the voters to use. 

Some 19 so-called rec- 
ommended voter routes 
have been agreed 
between Serb. Muslim 
and Croat interior minis- 
ters in» Sarajevo. U.N. 
spokesman Alexander 
Ivanko told reporters. 

Further details however 
were unavailable though 
a complete plan will be 
unveiled on Monday. Mr. 
Ivanko said. 

The voter routes, which 
will have extra police and 
NATO troops from the 
peace implementation 
force deployed along 
them have become a sen- 
sitive issue because of its 
impact on the right to 
freedom of movement. 

Some international offi- 
cials. responsible for 
implementing the civil- 
ian aspects oT the accords 
worry that the routes will 
seta precedent for limit- 
ing crossing points. 

The plan got a cautious 
welcome from the high 
representative's office, 
the lead civil agency 
implementing Dayton. 

“The high representa- 
tive (Carl Bildt) has not 
yet endorsed the agree- 
ment. We will witlihold 
that endorsement until 
we see what the agree- 
ment is but we think a 
step ^ in the right direc- 
tion,” his spokesman 
Colum Murphy said. 


Sudan 

plane 

hijackers 

‘Islamist 

militants 

from Iraq’ 

CAIRO (AFP) — The seven 
Iraqis who hijacked a Sudan 
Airways plane to London 
last month are Islamic mili- 
tants who feared they would 
be extradited to Baghdad by 
the Sudanese government, 
the Arabic daily Al Hayat 
reported Saturday. 

The hijackers “are part of a 
group of Islamic militant 
Iraqi army officers who fled 
their country two years ago. 
Some of them went to 
Afghanistan before coming 
to Khanoum.” said the 
paper, quoting Arab sources 
in the Sudanese capital. 

Al Hayat added that "the 
Sudanese government 
planned to extradite these 
Islamic militant Iraqi offi- 
cers to Baghdad." 

The paper said the group 
originally fled Iraq after "the 
execution of Islamic militant 
army officers suspected of 
involvement in a coup." 

The seven Iraqis comman- 
deered a Khartoum to 
Amman flight and forced it 
to land at London’s Stansted 
airport on Aug. 27. after 
rebelling in Cyprus. 

The hijackers, who surren- 
dered and released all pas- 
sengers and crew unharmed 
after a nine-hour stand-off. 
have asked for political asy- 
lum for themselves and fam- 
ily members who were also 
on the plane. 

The Iraqis aged 25 to 3S 
arc in custody in Britain 
where they are to appear in 
court again on Sept, 9 on 
hijacking charges. 


Iraqi dinar, prices stabilise; 
speculators get a warning 


BAGHDAD (.AFP) — The 
Iraqi dinar and food prices 
remained stable in Baghdad 
on Saturday after U.S. mis- 
sile attacks, while a promi- 
nent newspaper issued a 
stem warning to specula- 
tors. 

The dinar traded on the 
free market at 1.290 to the 
dollar in the morning, and 
finned to 1.255 at midday, 
reflecting the return to nor- 
mal after the crisis with the 
United States which fired 
two salvos of missiles last 
week. 

On Thursday the dinar 
traded at 1.200 to the dollar 
after having weakened to 
1 .590 dinars to the dollar on 
Wednesday, immediately 
after the missile attacks on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Food prices also returned 
to the levels existing before 
the crisis. 

Sugar sold for 700 dinars 
per kilogramme, rice for 
600 dinars a kilogramme 
and cooking oil for 800 
dinars a litre. 

On Wednesday, prices 


shot up after Iraqis rushed 
to stock up on food amid 
fears of a prolonged crisis 
with Washington and the 
delay in implementing the 
“oil-for-food” deal signed 
in May. 

Meanwhile Babel news- 
paper. which is run by 
President Saddam 

Hussein's eldest son, Uday. 
gave speculators a harsh 
warning. 

“The American missiles 
are killing some people, but 
the speculators are seeking 
to kill us all.” he said. 

“Merchants who profired 
from the (U.S. attacks.) to 
increase prices will have to 
pay the price one day,” the 
newspaper warned. 

“This day will no doubt 
come one day." 

“We must not forget one 
day to stone all speculators, 
the enemies of the people, 
those who have plotted 
against the people with 
increased prices thanks to 
the confrontation with the 
Americans." the paper said. 


India says it will make nuclear 
arms £ as and when it suits us’ 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian 
External Affairs Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral asserted on 
Saturday that the country will 
produce a nuclear weapon "as 
and when it suits India." 

“We will make the weapons 
as and when it suits us. We are 
not going to let others decide 
for us,” the minister said in a 
television interview. The Press 
Trust of India (FIT} quoted him 
as saving that India would not 
compromise its nuclear option. 

He said in an obvious refer- 
ence to China, with which New 
Delhi fought a brief war in 
1962, that there was "a major 
nuclear power” around India 
which “could threaten the 
country's security today or 


tomorrow. 

“T cannot bind my hands and 
also endanger the prosperity of 
the coming generation by not 
deciding or responding to a 
matter of security as and when 
it arises," he was quoted as say- 
ing. 

India last month vetoed a 
draft of the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) at the 
disarmament conference in 
Geneva, saying nuclear powers 
should first set a deadline to do 
away their stockpiles. 

Mr. Gujral's comments came 
as the U.N. General Assembly 
prepared to consider an 
Australian proposal to have the 
global nuclear test-ban treaty 
adopted despite the Indian veto 



Singaporeans 
urged to show a 
little kindness 

SINGAPORE (Rj — 
Singapore has started a 
movement to make random 
acts of kindness second 
nature to citizens of the 
bustling city-state, the 
Straits Tunes reported 
Saturday. The small kind- 
ness movement aims to 
encourage Singaporeans to 
commit themselves to gra- 
cious living by performing 
daily acts of kindness, like 
giving up a parking spot to 
another driver. The move- 
ment comes in response to 
Prime Minister Goh Chok 
Tong’s appeal to 
Singaporeans to build a gra- 
cious society even as the 
country strives to maintain 
its competitive edge. The 
newspaper quoted Noel ' 
Hon, chairman of the move- 
ment and of the Singapore 
Courtesy Council, as say- 
ing: “Being gracious and 
economically competitive 
are not mutually exclusive.” 
The “be kind" message will 
initially be targeted at stu- 
dents and later spread to 
government ministries, pri- 
vate companies and mem- 
bers of the public. 
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Pilgrim returns 
from the dead 


jjrism 
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NEW DELHI (AFP I — 
Indian pilgrim Rattan Dutta 
did not get the welcome he 
expected when he returned 
home after surviving a 
Himalayan disaster that cost • • 

around 240 people their _ ■ 
lives. His family took one 
look at him. then slammed ■ 
the door in his face, the 
United News of India (UNI) 
reported Saturday. His 
neighbours and friends, . ... 
meanwhile, fled in panic 
and cowered behind locked 
doors. Dutta. it turned out, . . 
had been declared dead days . 
before by an official list of . 
the victims of last month's ~ ; 
Amamath pilgrimage ; 
tragedy in Kashmir. His • 
family, which lives in 
Calcutta, thought they were 
being visited by his ghost ;rgiqn 
and it took some time for ] s 
him to convince them that ^5 
he was still very much alive. ^ 
Around 60,000 people on 
the annual trek to the - 
Armanath Cave were cut off ' 
for several days by snow ' 
blizzards and lashing rain. ^ 
The victims froze to death in f ’ -' 
the mountains. Hindus ?' 
believe the cave is the home ' - 
of Shiva, the god of destruc- 
tion. 
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Tests confirm 
that Clinton 
cyst is benign 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
Pathology reports on the 
cyst that was removed from 
President Bill Clinton’s 
neck confirmed preliminary .- 
assessments that it was 
benign, the White House : ; 
said Friday. “It feels fine.” if". 
Mr. Clinton told reporters on ... J 
Air Force One when asked Vf r 
about the minor surgery per- 
formed Wednesday at the 
White House. White Press 




: v 


: Ij:; . 

‘^rwr -r. 
"v J * : *r: 

IT.; .... ; 


i 

• 


Secretary Mike McCurry 
said Mr. Clinton was nod- i$, 
fied earlier Friday "that it j 
was a benign epidermal cyst 
... The pathology report 
came back negative." 

Survey: Fake 
goods ‘everywhere’ 
in China 
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BEIJING fR) — Fakes may 
be faulty but they are fash- 
ionable and favoured in 
China. A survey showed that 
68 per cent of residents of 
the boomtowns of Shanghai 
and Guangzhou said fake 
goods were “everywhere” 
the official Xinhua News 
Agency said. Eighty per 
cent said they had bought 
fake goods, it said. The most 
frequently seen counterfeit 

goods were brand-name v 

clothing, foods and drink. - in- 
medicine and audio- visual t ■ '"V 
products. China has come 
under fire from foreign gov- 
emnients and companies 
accusing Beijing of a® 
doing enough to combat the 
counterfeiting of brand- 
name goods. 
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